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INFORMATION ABOUT AUTHORS

PhDr. Petr Klinovský, born 1983 – historian. He studied German language and his-
tory at the Faculty of Education of the Jan Evangelista Purkyně University in Ústí nad 
Labem, where he is currently also an external Ph.D. student. Until 2016 he worked 
as a  teacher of history and German at elementary and high schools, currently he 
works as a policeman. In addition, in 2009 he became the editor of Policista.cz, an 
internet server, where he publishes popularizing articles on the history of security 
corps. For six years he also served as a member of the Active Reserves of the Military 
Police. In his research he focuses on the history of the Czechoslovak gendarmerie, the 
police, the State Defence Guard and the fight with the members of the Konrad Hen-
lein’s Sudeten German Party in northern Bohemian border region in 1938. In recent 
years, his studies of armed forces have also focused on guards and commanders of 
the penal and later Gypsy camp in Lety. He is the author of a dozen specialized stu- 
dies, including the biography of Czechoslovak gendarme and member of the 311th 
bomber squadron RAF, Jaroslav Kamarád – Leben und Abendteuer eines fliegenden 
Gendarmen. Journal for Inteligence, Propaganda and Security Studies (Institute of History, 
University of Graz), 2012, Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 167–178.

Contact: petr.klinovsky@policista.cz

Prof. JUDr. Jan Kuklík, DrSc., born 1967 – legal historian. He specializes in Czecho- 
slovak legal and political history of the 20th century, with a special focus on World 
War II and the period immediately after WWII, on the question of changes in own-
ership relations and on English constitutional and legal history. After graduating 
from the Faculty of Law, Charles University in Prague, he spent a year as a visiting 
graduate student at St. Edmund Hall in Oxford. In 1995 he joined the Department of 
Legal History at the Faculty of Law, Charles University, as an assistant professor and 
he has worked there until today. He is the director of the Institute of Legal History 
at the Faculty of Law, Charles University in Prague. He is the author or co‑author of 
ten monographs and over a  hundred specialized publications. With Jan Němeček 
he co‑authored publications Osvobozené Československo očima britské diplomacie… Zprávy 
britské ambasády z Prahy v roce 1945 (published by Karolinum, Prague 2010) and Fron-
tiers, Minorities, Transfers, Expulsions. British Diplomacy towards Czechoslovakia and Poland  
during WWII. Vol. I, Plans (published by Právnická fakulta Univerzity Karlovy – Histo- 
rický ústav AV ČR, Prague 2015).

Contact: kuklik@prf.cuni.cz
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ii Doc. PhDr. Jan Němeček, DrSc., born 1963 – historian. He studied Czech language 

and history at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague. Since 1995 he has 
been working at the Institute of History of the Czech Academy of Sciences; in 2005 
he was appointed Deputy Director. He studies Czechoslovak history, in particular its 
political and diplomatic aspects. He is the author or co‑author of twelve monographs 
(for which he received several Czech and foreign awards), 26 book series and over  
120 scientific studies that were published both at home and abroad. Since 1996 he 
has led a major editorial project entitled Dokumenty československé zahraniční politiky. He 
teaches at the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy, University of Pardubice, and the Fac-
ulty of Arts, Charles University. He conducted extensive research in foreign archives 
(the UK, the USA, the Russian Federation, Germany, Italy, etc.). He is a member of the 
Learned Society of the Czech Republic and other Czech and foreign scientific boards. 
Together with Jan Kuklík he published the books Osvobozené Československo očima brit-
ské diplomacie… Zprávy britské ambasády z Prahy v roce 1945 (published by Karolinum, 
Prague 2010) and Frontiers, Minorities, Transfers, Expulsions. British Diplomacy towards 
Czechoslovakia and Poland during WWII. Vol. I, Plans (published by Právnická fakulta Uni-
verzity Karlovy – Historický ústav AV ČR, Prague 2015).

Contact: nemecek@hiu.cas.cz

PhDr. Jiří Plachý, Ph.D., born 1975 – historian. He graduated in history from the 
Faculty of Arts of the Charles University in Prague, specializing in the history of East-
ern and South‑Eastern Europe, as well as in public administration from the Faculty 
of Law of the University of West Bohemia in Pilsen. He completed his postgraduate 
doctoral studies at the Historical Institute of the Faculty of Arts of the Universi-
ty of Hradec Králové. In 2000–2007, he worked as a historian at the Office for the 
Documentation and the Investigation of the Crimes of Communism. Since 2007, he 
has been a researcher at the Section of History and Documentation of the Military 
Historical Institute in Prague. In 2009–2016, he also worked at the Faculty of Arts 
of the Charles University in Prague as a researcher and head of the Department of 
Science. He is a member of the Czech Committee of the International Commission 
of Military History and a forensic expert in social sciences, a branch of political sci-
ence specialising in anti‑Nazi and anti‑Communist resistance. He primarily focuses 
on the history of the second foreign resistance and the post‑February persecution of 
its participants. He is the author and a co‑author of twenty books, as well as about 
two hundred articles and studies, published both in the Czech Republic and abroad. 
In 2015, he was awarded the Jaroslav Goll Literary Prize for his book Horší než doba 
války… Osudy československých parašutistů z  Velké Británie v  poúnorovém Československu 
(published by Svět křídel, Cheb 2014).

Contact: plachy.vhu@seznam.cz
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PhDr. Jaroslav Rokoský, Ph.D., born 1969 – historian and university teacher. He 
studied Czech language and history at the Faculty of Education of the Jan Evange-
lista Purkyně University in Ústí nad Labem and he received his Ph.D. at the Institute 
of Czech History, Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague. He specializes in the 
history of Czechoslovakia, with a  special focus on the period of the First Repub-
lic, and the history of the Agrarian Party, the resistance against Nazism and com-
munism. He is the author of numerous studies and articles, monographs Rudolf Beran 
a jeho doba. Vzestup a pád agrární strany (published by Vyšehrad – ÚSTR, Prague 2011), 
Dvakrát otrokem. Paměti agrárníka Oldřicha Suchého (published by ÚSTR, Prague 2014) 
and the co‑author of books František Udržal, sedlák a politik (published by Vyšehrad, 
Praha 2016, together with Jiří Urban et al.), Za svojí ideou, za svým cílem (published by  
Doplněk – Univerzita J. E. Purkyně, Brno – Ústí nad Labem 2018, together with Martin 
Veselý et al.). He teaches at the Faculty of Philosophy of the Jan Evangelista Purkyně 
University in Ústí nad Labem. As part of the Hovory o Československu – pamětníci pro-
ject he records stories of various prominent individuals. He also works at the 1945–
1989 Research Department at the Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes.

Contact: jaroslav.rokosky@ustrcr.cz

Doc. PhDr. Vít Smetana, Ph.D., born 1973  – historian. He studied international 
relations and modern history at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University in 
Prague, where he was appointed reader. He works as a research fellow at the Institute 
of Contemporary History of the Czech Academy of Sciences, teaches at the Faculty 
of Social Sciences, Charles University, and is the editor‑in‑chief of the Czech Journal of 
Contemporary History. He specializes in the history of international relations during 
World War II and the first phase of the Cold War. He published the monographs  
In the Shadow of Munich: British Policy towards Czechoslovakia from the Endorsement to 
the Renunciation of the Munich Agreement 1938–1942 (published by Karolinum, Prague 
2008) and Ani vojna, ani mír. Velmoci, Československo a  střední Evropa v  sedmi drama- 
tech na prahu druhé světové a studené války (published by Nakladatelství Lidové noviny, 
Prague 2016). Together with Mark Kramer he is the editor of the compendium Impos-
ing, Maintaining, and Tearing Open the Iron Curtain. The Cold War and East‑Central Europe, 
1945–1989 (published by Lexington Books, Lanham – New York 2014).

Contact: smetana@usd.cas.cz
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ii PhDr. Karel Straka, Ph.D., born 1975  – historian. He studied cultural‑historical 

regionalistics and history at the Faculty of Education, the Jan Evangelista Purkyně 
University in Ústí nad Labem. He took the Rigorosum and received his Ph.D. at the 
Faculty of Arts, Charles University in Prague. He works as a research fellow at the 
Military History Institute in Prague and studies the development of Czechoslovak 
armed forces in 1918–1939. He is particularly interested in Czechoslovak military 
intelligence and the research into the relations between Czechoslovakia and France 
in the military sector. He has published numerous studies on this topic at home and 
abroad. He is the author of the monographs Vojáci, politici a diplomaté. Československá 
vojenská delegace na jednáních Mezinárodního výboru v Berlíně a odstoupení českého pohraničí 
v  říjnu 1938 (published by MO ČR – AVIS, Prague 2008), Československá armáda  
v letech budování a stabilizace 1918–1932. Historie československé armády, 2. díl (published 
by MO ČR – VHÚ, Prague 2013, together with Tomáš Kykal), Československá armá-
da, pilíř obrany státu z let 1932–1939. Historie československé armády, 3. díl (published by 
MO ČR – VHÚ, Prague 2007), Rekonstrukce československé agenturní sítě a jejích výsled-
ků z  let 1933–1939. Zpravodajské ústředí (published by MO ČR – VHÚ, Prague 2017) 
and the author or co‑author of a number of exhibitions in the Czech Republic and 
abroad, including Léta nadějí, zkázy a bojů na společných frontách. Francie a Československo 
1914–1945 – Des années d’espoir, de destruction et de combats communs. La France et la Tché-
coslovaquie 1914–1945 (Musee de l’Armee, Paris 2008).

Contact: skarel02@seznam.cz

Mgr.  David Svoboda, MA, Ph.D., born 1977  – historian and political scientist. 
He studied political science at the Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University in 
Prague, and history at Central European University in Budapest. He received his 
Ph.D. at the Faculty of Humanities, Charles University. He studies modern Ukraini-
an history, Ukrainian‑Polish and Ukrainian‑Czech political relations, and the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union. He has published several studies on this subject in the 
journals Securitas Imperii, Paměť a dějiny and others. He works as a historian at the 
Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes, where he leads the project Ukrajinská 
povstalecká armáda (Ukrainian Insurgent Army) 1942–1950. He is currently finishing 
a monograph on the history of Ukrainian radical nationalism.

Contact: david.svoboda@ustrcr.cz


