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Emanuel Sladek: An unknown leading SS functionary in the Protecto-
rate of Bohemia and Moravia

Jan Zumr

The author reconstructs the life story of SS-Oberfiihrer Emanuel Sladek (1902-1947),
the third highest-ranking Czech German in the SS hierarchy, who was sentenced to
death and executed following WWII. The paper begins with a description of Sladek’s
family and professional background and an outline of his politics. From his youth
Sladek had been involved in various German nationalist organisations in the Jihlava
district, assuming leading positions in several of them, and at the turn of the 1930s
actively worked toward the breakup of the Czechoslovak Republic. Following the
creation of the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia his “service” was rewarded by
acceptance into the SS and he was put in charge of the Jihlava 107 SS-Standarte. It
was part of the Allgemeine-SS, by far the largest the SS organisation prior to the out-
break of the war. The paper outlines the tasks and activities that Sladek carried out as
a senior representative of the Allgemeine-SS in the Protectorate. These ultimately fa-
ded markedly as the ambitious Sladek attempted to join the Waffen-SS, which rejec-
ted him for a variety of reasons. In conclusion there is a brief description of his trial.

Key words: Emanuel Sladek, the break-up of the First Czechoslovak Republic, German
nationalist organisations, the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, Allgemeine-SS,
World War II, Collaboration, Nazism, German Bohemians and German Moravians

Black and green triangles: the persecution and reception of a group
of asocial and criminal prisoners using the example of women depor-
ted to Ravensbriick from Czech territory

Pavla Placha

The author of the paper focuses her attention on so-called asocial and criminal pri-
soners deported from the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia to the Ravensbriick
women’s concentration camp. The first part explains the ideological bases and practi-
cal steps that led in the Third Reich, with some legal modifications, to the gradual
systematic internment and subsequent deportation of so-called asocial individuals
and habitual criminals to concentration camps. In view of the feminine theme of the
study, a separate chapter is devoted to the persecution of prostitutes. The second part
focuses on the everyday lives of the groups of prisoners in question in Ravensbriick,
their standing in prison society and their depiction in the memoirs of fellow interne-
es. The conclusion delivers short explorations of the lives of a number of women that
highlights the real practice of the authorities’ treatment of these social groups on the
territory of the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia.



Key words: asocial prisoners, criminal prisoners, concentration camps, Ravensbriick
concentration camp, prostitution in concentration camps, women prisoners, World
War II, the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, the Third Reich

The situation in the General Government in the light of German poli-
ce statistics — an attempt at quantitative analysis

Piotr M. Majewski - Jan Vajskebr

The study presents an analysis of German police reports from the General Gover-
nment which are unknown to historians and are held at the National Archives in
Prague. The statistical data contained in the documents present a relatively com-
plex picture of public order in this part of occupied Polish territory seen from the
perspective of the German security service. The most important issues include the
number of armed incidents, which between January 1942 and April 1944 increased
45 times, reaching 263 “assaults” a day. From the beginning of 1940 to the spring of
1944 there were over 100,000 armed incidents, with as many as 42% of them in the
Lublin district, while the quietest districts were Cracow (6%) and Galicia (9%). It can
be estimated that only around 10% of those incidents were political in nature; the rest
were robberies. The analysed documents also include the level of losses sustained by
the occupiers. Specifically, in the General Government between early 1940 and the
end of November 1944 at least 1,384 Germans and 990 functionaries of the Polish
and Ukrainian auxiliary police service were killed. (The data, however, do not include
the losses suffered by the Germans while suppressing the Warsaw Uprising or Wehr-
macht losses in police operations from March 1943 on.) A substantial majority of
the Germans were killed after 1942, while in the first three years of the occupation
they sustained relatively minor losses in the General Government. On the basis of
the analysed reports it is also possible to estimate the number of victims of German
retaliatory operations. From July 1942 to the end of November 1944 they had at least
43,545 victims, excluding people killed during the suppression of the Warsaw Upri-
sing and Jews murdered during anti-partisan operations. Around 40% of them were
civilians. In addition, almost 60,000 people were arrested and over 40,000 deported
to do forced labour.

Key words: the General Government, German police statistics, World War II, armed
incidents, victims of German retaliatory operations, Jews
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“I would like to have served for longer” - The expulsion of Catholic
clerics from the Czech lands

Zlatu$e Kukianova

This paper explores the post-war expulsion of Roman Catholic priests from Ger-
man-speaking parts of Bohemia. For the most part the clerics shared the fates of
their parishioners in the Litoméfice and Ceské Budgjovice dioceses and in the West
Bohemian borderlands, which fell under the Prague archdioceses. It examines the
key issues on the table in negotiations between the state administration, the Prague
archbishopric and individual bishoprics; the results of the transfer and the under-
mining, and in some places destruction, of parish networks; questions surrounding
the fate of church property; and the handling of church records. It presents speci-
fic cases of persecution and departure of priests, from representatives of the Prague
archdioceses hierarchy, Bishop Jan Remiger and the St. Vitus’ Cathedral canon Anton
Franz, to all the members of the Litoméfice capital, including rural parish priests
and chaplains. Following the exodus of church members and hundreds of priests,
the Catholic Church - unprepared for such extensive personnel changes - was unable
to reconstitute itself and build on previous successes. Frequently it was unable to
carry on regular activities such as confessions, religious instruction, seminars and
lectures. The overall change in the border regions, which caused social and cultural
discontinuity, played into the hands of the state authorities and their efforts to curb
the influence of the church.

Key words: German-speaking regions of Bohemia/Sudetenland, the Roman Catholic
Church, the Prague archdioceses, the Litoméfice dioceses, the Ceské Budéjovice dio-
ceses, the expulsion of Germans from Czechoslovakia after World War II

“I make myself entirely available to minister in the borderlands.”
Efforts at post-war renewal and the personnel situation in the Litomé-
fice dioceses after WWII

Michal Sklenar

This paper reveals the situation in the Roman Catholic Church in the Czechoslovak
Republic after 1945, specifically the conditions for pastoral work in the Litoméfice
dioceses. Northern Bohemia was one of the regions most impacted by the transfer
of the population following the end of WWII The church structure on the territory
of the Litoméfice bishopric also underwent fundamental change when bishops of
German nationality were forced to step down; one canon of Czech origin represen-
ted the chapter, which possessed a cathedral, while hundreds of German priests left
their parishes and departed across the Czechoslovak border. Representatives of the
Litoméfice dioceses looked into various ways of reviving the parish network in places



from which the German population had been expelled and to which returnees and
new inhabitants from the Bohemian interior were arriving. Alongside a long-term
strategy of supporting vocations and the energetic accession of Stépan Trochta to
the position of bishop of the dioceses, another strategy was to call on Czech priests
from other dioceses to move to the borderlands. The paper explores the process of
incardination of priests into the Litoméfice dioceses, their motivations in taking on
the tough conditions of the border area and the moral character of post-war Czech
society and the Roman Catholic Church.

Key words: Czechoslovakia 1945-1948, Sudetenland, Expulsion of Germans, the Ro-
man Catholic Church, Litoméfice dioceses, parish priests, incardination, Christian
ministry, bishop Stépan Trochta (1905-1974)

StB provocations directed against illegal Third Resistance groups
using the example of Operation Kiithnel

Petr Svoboda

This case study focuses on Operation Kithnel, a well prepared and in terms of results
extraordinarily successful provocative operation carried out by the security forces in
the initial phase of the Communist regime. Although most likely the most significant
intervention by the State Security (StB) against staff and functionaries at the head-
quarters of the National Socialist Party (NSP), the operation is not widely known;
in view of its scale and significance it is surprising that experts have not hitherto
devoted due attention to it. As early as in the post-February 1948 period, the organ-
izational secretary of the Czechoslovak Socialist Party headquarters, Josef Kiihnel
(1900-1962), oversaw illegal groups, mainly focused on intelligence, preparing the
way for a “new” NSP that was to be ready once a political coup had taken place. Kiih-
nel was under orders from Petr Zenkl, the former chairman of the NSP. In early April
1949 Kiihnel witnessed a number of arrests among his collaborators, began to fear
for his own safety and started planning to flee the country. The State Security was in-
formed about his intentions and decided to use him in an extensive sting operation.
In this way, the StB successfully infiltrated illegal organizations connected with the
former NSP, monitored them for a long time (even conducting their activities) and
in the end gradually wiped them out once their activities ceased to be in the StB’s in-
terest. The operation was based on so-called “separation”, which in reality entailed
the secret kidnapping of Kiithnel by StB officers posing as members of the illegal re-
sistance movement. Kithnel was later used as a source of information for intelligence
purposes. The operation culminated with a ruse today known under the name False
Frontier Stone. This centred on a fake border crossing created by the State Securi-
ty prior to the arrest and conviction of Kithnel. Operation Kiihnel, which is closely
connected with other sting operations Scout and Svetlana, highlights the existence
of an active anti-Communist resistance and proves the existence of a well-developed
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organizational structure of resistance within the NSP. It is also indisputable and ver-
ifiable proof of the ruthlessness of the StB, who in their endeavours to control and
manage existing illegal groups commonly resorted to sophisticated intelligence ruses
and unlawful provocative methods. In the context of international developments in
this period it also shows how deeply members of the Third Resistance were convinced
that the Communist regime in Czechoslovakia would collapse.

Key words: secret agent, operation Kiihnel, operation Scout, Czechoslovak National
Socialist Party (CNSP), exile, illegal operations, ,major Kral“, the State Security (StB),
political processes, provocative operations, third (anti-communist) resistance move-
ment, intelligence operations

The clash between Border Guard officers and courier Josef Masek,
or An unknown story from 1950s Sumava in the period context

Petr Mallota

In the 1950s it wasn’t only people wishing to live in freedom or searching for salva-
tion from the repression of the Communist regime who streamed across the Iron
Curtain - so did those who had decided to take on the totalitarian regime. This most
frequently occurred within the framework of Western organised intelligence groups.
They sent into Czechoslovakia what were called couriers (the State Security dubbed
them “cross-border agents”), tasked with espionage missions, building an illegal re-
sistance network and leading persecuted individuals to safety. The ever more closely
guarded frontier between the two worlds therefore became an exposed “front line” of
the cold War. The study focuses on an event that took place on the Czech-Bavarian
border on the night of 13 to 14 July 1950, when courier Josef Masek, alias Josef Marek,
attempted to cross it near the German settlement of Schnellenzipf. On the Czech
side, around 200 metres from a border stream, he ran into a Border Guard patrol
from the unit at Kunzvart (today Strazny), comprising private first class Josef Pfihoda
and private Vojtéch Svarc. Masek was killed in a shootout and later secretly buried un-
der a false identity. Using the available sources, the author recreates this tragic event
and the background to it as well as placing the case in the broader context of the in-
telligence operations of Czechoslovak anti-Communist exiles in the early 1950s. His
research also succeeded in uncovering Josef Ma$ek’s final resting place.

Key words: the Iron Curtain, victims of the Iron Curtain, anti-communist resistance,
couriers, agents, cross-border agents, Border Guard, Josef Masek, Josef Marek, secret
burials, intelligence operations, anti-communist exile



The search for the enemy within the CPC: Forums, actors and points
of conflict in internal party communications at regional level
(autumn 1950 to spring 1951)

Marian Lozi

This study turns the spotlight on internal party communication within the Com-
munist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPC) at the regional and district level in the period
from autumn 1950 to spring 1951 when, within the framework of a so-called inten-
sified class struggle, there were great efforts to uncover enemies within the party. It
also explores how regional party forums (conferences, committees, and presidia), in-
tended for debate and discussion, functioned during their trials. At the same time, it
examines the actions of various party actors: HQ functionaries, regional and district
elites, pre-war Communists and the broader party caucus. It details their response
to the ongoing campaign and their specific motivations and interests. In addition it
attempts to evaluate their significance during so-called purges and what their positi-
ons say about the then CPC, its state and the degree of legitimacy it possessed among
members.

Key words: the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPC), internal party discussion,
intensification of the class struggle, dictators, party communication forums, regions,
departments, party actors

Stolen state: CPC members’ protests against the 1953 currency reform
Jakub Slouf

The subject of the paper is protests by the membership base of the Communist Party
of Czechoslovakia (CPC), which intensified at the turn of May and June 1953 in co-
nnection with preparations for a currency reform. Representatives of various groups
used the party organisation as a platform of communication by which to express
their views, leading to tumultuous discussions at party meetings. Well-off industrial
workers, who lost considerable savings and demanded advantageous exchanges of
large amounts for members of the working class, protested against the reforms. So
did poor Communists, who, by contrast, demanded an equitable approach and tou-
gher interventions against the rich, regardless of their class origins. Some of those
involved in the discussion blamed the crisis on members of the former bourgeoisie,
while others directed their ire towards the leaders of the post-1948 regime. For a third
group there was little difference between the two elites.

Key words: protests, the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPC), communication,
currency reform 1953, resistance
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The Czech National Committee in London against the Czechoslovak
National Front government (selected documents, 1945-1947)

Jan Cholinsky

The Czech National Committee (CNC) headed by Lev Prchala, an army general, Karel
Locher, a former diplomat of National Liberal orientation, and Vladimir Lezak-Bo-
rin, a left-wing journalist, was founded in April 1945 in London with the intention
of succeeding the Czech National Association (CNA), which during WWII was in
opposition to the Czechoslovak government-in-exile headed by President Edvard Be-
ne$. CNA representatives criticised Bene§’s absolutist position on the exile anti-Nazi
resistance as well as his unjustified usage of the title of president, his opposition to a
federal arrangement for Czechs and Slovaks and his fundamental foreign policy ori-
entation toward the Soviet Union. Carrying on in this vein, the CNC denounced the
post-war political constellation in Czechoslovakia, the authoritarian National Front
regime, the inordinate representation of Communists in the government and state
bodies and the so-called Kosice government programme and its fulfilment: prohibiti-
on of centre-right and right-wing political parties, criminalisation of political oppo-
nents, terrorising of Sudeten Germans and extensive nationalisation of property. At
the same time, the CNC continually warned against the threat of the Sovietisation
of Czechoslovakia. The documents presented, containing many controversial state-
ments as well as imprecise and unsubstantiated claims, which are highlighted in the
paper’s introduction and notes, are a representative, albeit incomplete, collection of
the CNC’s published texts in the period prior to the Communist coup of February
1948. They provide evidence of an unrelenting political battle waged by this small
group of Czech exiles who correctly judged that post-war political developments in
Czechoslovakia were headed toward unchecked Communist Party rule. However,
they had no means of retaliation.

Key words: Lev Prchala, Vladimir Lezak-Borin, Karel Locher, the Czech National Com-
mittee (CNC) in London, opposition to the Czechoslovak government-in-exile, oppo-
sition against the Czechoslovak National Front, the Third Czechoslovak Republic

Ivo Masarik’s seven days in Prague
Diary records of the invasion of the Warsaw Pact troops into the CSSR
in August 1968

Milan Barta

In August this year it will have been 50 years since the armies of five Warsaw Pact states
invaded Czechoslovakia. Nevertheless, new recollections of eye-witnesses, which help
create and refine our picture of those events, continue to appear. At the time of the
Prague Spring Ivo Masafik was 27 years old, had completed his university education



and was working at the General Directorate of the Fire Service in Prague. He began
keeping notes of what he had seen on the first day of the occupation, 21 August
1968, when he learned from the radio that troops were occupying the country. Like
thousands of other citizens he took to the streets. He didn’t become actively involved
in the resistance against the occupiers but instead spent days crisscrossing central
Prague, recording and photographing the unfolding occupation. During the day he
observed and in the evenings he wrote notes, which literally constitute a first-hand ac-
count. Masafik’s photographs from that time are being made public for the first time.

Key words: Ivo Masafik, leaflets, public protests, occupation of Czechoslovakia, Au-
gust 1968, Prague spring, Soviet army
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