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Between two worlds.
Changes in the national identity of the Czernin-Morzin family in the 
latter half of the 20th century

Miloš Hořejš

The case study looks into the national identity of the last generation of the Czernin-
-Morzin family, which, like many other noble families settled in the Czech lands, was 
nationally indifferent and shared strong cosmopolitan views. The turn of the 1920s 
and 1930s and the subsequent German occupation in particular meant a turning 
point for the family. A nationally indifferent approach was no longer tolerated, in 
particular in major land owners. The Czernin-Morzin family can serve as a certain 
example of changes in identification and affiliation to a particular nationality made 
under pressure of political events and economic influence. Rudolf Hermann Czernin-
-Morzin was a big country patriot, who found it difficult to reconcile with the esta-
blishment of the Czechoslovak Republic; in particular his nostalgic “Altösterreicher” 
views were bolstered by the measures and consequences of the first land reform. He 
passed his beliefs down to his son Jaromír, who soon also acquired his own negative 
experience with the land reform and the effects of taxation of land, movable and 
immovable assets. Jaromír’s opulent lifestyle contributed significantly to the collapse 
of the family enterprise in the 1920s and in particular in the 1930s. Thanks to his 
family links and friendly contacts he was close to the political circles surrounding 
Austria’s Chancellor Kurt von Schuschnigg. Other noble families living in Czechoslo-
vakia shared similar “pro-Austrian” views and refused to modify their views even after 
the Anschluss of Austria. Jaromír’s contacts with the Nazi occupation organs cannot 
easily be labelled as collaboration. His restored marriage to a Jewish “half-caste” and 
his arrest by the Gestapo put his opportunism in a different light. Consequently, 
with the current state of knowledge, Jaromír Czernin-Morzin can be ranked among 
opponents of the national socialist regime from among the nobility, who, however, 
did not have favourable opinions of the first Czechoslovak state for different reasons 
but at the same time did not contribute politically to its breakup in the late 1930s.

Solidarity and agitation.
Women members of Czech communist elite in Ravensbrück

Pavla Plachá

Over 3,000 women from pre-Munich Czechoslovakia passed through the Raven-
sbrück concentration camp in the years 1939–1945. This group was extremely hetero-
geneous. Among them, women members of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia 
(CPC) formed a relatively cohesive unit. They at the same time became a centre of all 
political disputes because of their strong ideological background. The study analyzes 
the group’s activities, also within the community of female prisoners from Czecho-
slovakia, based on comparison of memories of both communist women and their po-
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litical opponents. It thematizes political agitation by communist female prisoners in 
the camp and looks into the possibilities and limits of solidarity they showed to their 
supporters and to other female prisoners. The study also deals with the role com-
munist women played in post-war interpretation of the Ravensbrück history and the 
impact the communist narrative had on how Czech women in this camp are depicted 
in the collective subconscious. The paper concentrates on women members of the 
CPC that were politically active also before WWII as well as those who were drawn to 
the party after the war through their Ravensbrück experience, or for whom it marked 
the beginning of their later political career. Short bios of eleven leading personalities 
from among them are attached to the study.

Reaction is pulling down monuments and we ... have only just started debating!
Some aspects of the debate about the 20th Congress of the CPCU  
in selected lower CPC organizations 

Matěj Bílý

The debate that was held in region and district committees of the Communist Party 
of Czechoslovakia (CPC) following the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union (CPSU) aptly reflected the general situation in the party in the mid 
1950s. At lower party levels, the ongoing absence of efficient communication me-
chanisms often had a negative impact. It transpired that the CPC was far from uni-
ted in its opinions. The tendency to suppress circulation of information within the 
party proved problematic, counterproductive and to a certain extent unsustainable 
as it continued to undermine the trust of part of the party membership in the work 
of the CPC apparatus in the tumultuous atmosphere surrounding the denouncing 
of Stalinist practice. However, it would be a mistake to see it as a rift between the 
party leadership and party members. Supporters of different approaches could be 
found on all party levels. Thus, against the backdrop of an intraparty debate, a major 
conflict broke out between efforts to maintain some elements typical for a Stalinist 
form of government and attempts at its revision. Not all changes introduced to the 
Czechoslovak setting following the 20th Congress of the CPSU and the ensuing de-
bate were welcomed by lower levels of the CPC. The change in the narratives that 
the state-socialist dictatorship used to underpin its legitimacy received a particularly 
favourable response. This change, however, started in Czechoslovakia as early as 1953; 
the congress in Moscow and the debate on it only made the process faster and more 
profound. Escalated rhetoric concerning the international situation was in decline 
as were also blanket repressions affecting also the loyal levels of society; on the other 
hand, consumption and measures aimed at enhancing the standards of living were 
accentuated. As a result of introducing these attractive topics to the general pub-
lic people felt less dissatisfied. Consequently, the debate on the conclusions of the 
Moscow congress helped establish a certain consensus in the party, though it was 
partly established authoritatively.
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In the machine of two dictatorships.
Vladimír Garncarz and Ladislav Fojtík’s anti-Nazi revolt and anti- 
Communist resistance 

Luboš Kokeš

The presented case study aims to outline the anti-Nazi revolt and anti-Communist 
resistance of Vladimír Garncarz and Ladislav Fojtík, two former partisans, and using 
comparison find common features within a broader framework of the war and post-
-war years in South-East and North-East Moravia. Garncarz and Fojtík’s joint journey 
began at the time of the Protectorate when they, together with their fathers, joined 
the anti-Nazi resistance in the Vsetín district, and continued at the turn of the 1940s 
and 1950s in the form of anti-Communist resistance. Their activity against the two 
totalitarian regimes included stealing of arms, sabotage and intelligence collection. 
After the communist coup they also started to cooperate with people with links to 
American and French secret services. While Garncarz carried out resistance operati-
ons in Czechoslovakia, Fojtík was trafficked to Austria with the help of Jan Vašek, a 
courier for the French intelligence service SDECE (Service de Documentation Exté-
rieure et de Contre-Espionnage). He was trained to use a radio transceiver in Austria 
and what was then West Germany and later he returned to Czechoslovakia in order 
to create an intelligence network and send the collected information abroad. At the 
beginning of 1952 the activities of the two men were uncovered and mass arrests fo-
llowed. At that moment their ways parted. While Garncarz spent years in prison and 
remained a convinced anti-Communist for the rest of his life, Fojtík started to coope-
rate with the State Security (StB). StB sent him back to Austria at the end of 1952, 
where he was supposed to collect information on Czechoslovak émigrés with links 
to SDECE. However, he was soon uncovered and arrested. He managed to flee and 
return to Czechoslovakia before he was sentenced in 1954. Later, StB provided him 
with a new identity and relocated him from the Vsetín district to the Plzeň district, 
where he served within the “agency network” until the mid 1960s. He met a prematu-
re death in an avalanche during a mountaineering expedition in the Tatras in 1966.

A secret tie of “Hero of the Soviet Union”.
The adventures of Richard Tesařík during persecutions in the army  
in 1948–1954

František Hanzlík

The article studies the broad context of life of lieutenant colonel Richard Tesařík, 
holder of the “Hero of the Soviet Union” title, during persecutions in the army after 
February 1948. His life story serves to document the situation in the army in that 
period and the working methods used by the military counter-intelligence, whose 
name and subordination evolved in time, but whose work remained the same. In 
terms of time and content, the text is structured according to the different positions 
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Tesařík held in the military after WWII. The first part is dedicated to the problems he 
faced during his studies at the tank academy in Moscow, the second part focuses on 
his tenure at the Higher Military School in Prague in the years 1949–1950. After that 
follows a description of his years at the tank and motorized army headquarters at the 
Ministry of National Defence in 1951–1952. Part four depicts his life as head of tank 
and motorized army of the 2nd Military District in Trenčín in the times of intensified 
surveillance by the military counter-intelligence. Last part of the text describes his 
arrest in December 1953, the course of his secret jailing and his sentence. The study, 
which draws on archival sources, specialized literature and eye-witness testimonies, 
reveals unsuccessful attempts by the military counter-intelligence to accuse Tesařík 
of treason despite employing methods including breaching of valid legislation.

An “Oak” in a “Game Park”. 
Ambassadors of West Germany in the spotlight of the State Security 
1968–1989

Tomáš Malínek

The study looks into the surveillance of ambassadors of Federal Republic of Germany 
(FRG) in Communist Czechoslovakia, which the Czechoslovak counter-intelligence 
carried out in the 1970s and 1980s as part of operation “Obora” (game park). The pa-
per aims to cast light on the methods, targets and real outcomes of the work perfor-
med by the State Security (StB). The text also deals with the period when a commer-
cial representation of FRG existed in Prague in the years 1968–1973. StB tested nearly 
all possible forms of surveillance and “active work” on Otto Heipertz, its head, which 
it later used also to target ambassadors. The most efficient tools used by the counter-
-intelligence included tailing, checking post, wiretapping and deploying agents who-
se task it was to earn trust of the ambassador under surveillance. In this respect also 
agents from among Czech staff working at embassies were a success. Ambassadors 
Gerhard Ritzel and Jürgen Diesel tried to maintain decent relations with the Cze-
choslovak government in the spirit of Ostpolitik and they usually coordinated their 
activities aimed at supporting anti-Communist opposition with Bonn’s official fore-
ign politics. The end of the politics of détente and the appointment of Klaus Meyer 
as ambassador in 1982 marked the beginning of truly problematic relationship with 
Czechoslovak authorities. On the other hand, Werner Schattmann, Meyer’s succes-
sor, was not particularly interested in the activities of the dissident movement and 
maintained good relationships with the government and CPC representatives. The 
tenure of the last pre-1989 ambassador, Hermann Huber, was affected by the crisis 
surrounding the East German refugees hiding at the German embassy in Prague and 
the StB’s inability to solve the situation after it had spent an enormous amount of 
time and much effort on surveillance of West German ambassadors. The real intelli-
gence value of the acquired information, however, often did not correspond to it.
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The making of a military nation in Czechoslovakia.
Unified system of civil defence education in the years 1971–1989

Prokop Tomek

The paper studies the unified system of civil defence education. This complex progra-
mme of civil defence and in particular of ideological preparation for an armed con-
flict was created in Czechoslovakia in the mid 1960s but was not launched until the 
so called normalization period. The programme’s ambition was to educate people, 
starting already at the kindergarten, as conscious defenders of both their homeland 
and the international communist society. This system was part of the reality of pre-
tence in Czechoslovakia in the 1970’s and it was deemed as relatively successful by 
the ruling Communist Party. However, the public regarded it as a necessary evil and 
cherry-picked only the things that suited them best. In response to the ideological 
system, overall easing and the sense of safety after 1989, both the public and poli-
ticians rejected the unified system of civil defence education, together with the civil 
defence education as a whole. The system was a proof that the efforts to maintain 
the totalitarian rule in Czechoslovakia before November 1989 were actually failing.

Franciscans underground and before the court.
Criminal prosecution of the members of the order and their trials in 
the 1970s and 1980s

Vojtěch Vlček

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, the Franciscan Order in Czechoslovakia went throu-
gh a period of rapid development. It secretly accepted new male and female members, 
communities were established in the form of family homes and underground studies 
of theology were organized, while at the same time priests were secretly ordained, 
mainly in East Germany and in Slovakia. This provoked restrictions on the part of 
church secretaries and StB, which carried out repressions against the Franciscans 
(surveillance, wiretapping, house searches, confiscation of religious books, deploy-
ment of StB collaborators and recruitment of agents within the Order). Criminal 
prosecution and trials of members of the Order represented the highest level of repre-
ssions against the Order. During the 1970s and in the early 1980s, S. Juřík, J. B. Bárta 
and L. Trojan were sentenced. The repressions culminated with operation “Whirl-
pool”, which had been thoroughly prepared and launched by the 5th Department of 
the 10th Directorate of SNB on 27 March 1983 on the whole territory of Czechoslo-
vakia and in the course of which 18 criminal prosecutions were started and 100 in-
terrogations and 42 house searches took place. Party and security organs were taken 
aback by the fierce negative response this operation received from the public and by 
reports in foreign media and protests sent to top Communist organs and the Presi-
dent of the Republic. Therefore, based on orders by the General Prosecutor’s Office, 
courts proceeded with maximum caution and of all the detainees only P. M. Pometlo 
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and J. Mazanec in Plzeň received a sentence. Other cases did not end up in court nor 
were any other members of the Order sentenced. StB did not give up and continued 
in surveillance and disruption of the activities of the Franciscans until 1989. The 
Communist regime viewed the Catholic Church as an antisocialist opponent until 
the very end of its era and male orders, including Franciscans, were considered one of 
the most dangerous ones.

The rise and fall of Jozef Zelík, the “King of Bons”.
Case study on the history of economic crime before 1989

Adam Havlík

The paper details the life story of Jozef Zelík, nicknamed the “King of Bons”, from 
Bratislava, who was involved in all kinds of economic crime activities in the norma-
lization period, including foreign currency machinations, speculative sale of Tuzex 
vouchers and smuggling of precious metals and antiquities. Gradually, he acquired 
an unusually strong position in this field and was practically a head of a whole net 
of traffickers and receivers. However, his activities attracted attention from the police 
and he finally emigrated to Austria in 1982. His case also shows different strategies 
employed by underhand moneychangers when interacting with Czechoslovakia’s sta-
te organs (e.g., unofficial practices aimed at securing the “peace to work”). Zelík’s 
economic power was also reflected in his pompous lifestyle. Before 1989, opulent 
consumption and conscious demonstration of one’s wealth was a typical attribute 
of a social class that benefited from currency crime and other sneaky business. The 
article is in the form of a case study which makes a connection between one particu-
lar story from the Czechoslovak black market and the period (mainly economic and 
legal) context.

Rockfest, finally!
Changes in control mechanisms aimed at amateur rock music  
in the 1980s

Martin Valenta

The study uses archival documents and other materials to track the changes in the 
conceptual approach of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPC) dictatorship 
in the 1980s towards amateur rock music and social groups (subcultures) that su-
rrounded it. The focus is on the dynamics of the years 1983–1986. In 1983, state 
authorities’ repressive approach towards the subculture culminated with the “New 
Wave – Old Content” campaign. Three years later, the first year of the Rockfest festival 
took place. The festival was an official platform for amateur rock music modelled af-
ter Porta, a folk music festival. The as yet undocumented reasons and circumstances 
surrounding the change in state authorities’ approach to rock music lie at the core 
of the research presented in the study. The paper also discusses the inconsistence of 
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procedures applied by state authorities (e.g., Tribuna, a periodical of the Central Co-
mmittee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia v. Socialist Youth Union). The 
paper also reflects upon disputes among representatives of rock music concerning 
the Rockfest festivals and the impact its establishment had on the breakup of the 
legendary band The Plastic People of the Universe.


