,Keby bola u ndas v Ceskoslovensku sloboda a nezavislost, v kratkom éase - okolo 4. maja - by sa cely narod na ve-
rejnych zhromazdeniach vdaéne rozpominal na svojho osloboditela a narodného hrdinu Milana Rastislava Stefdanika.
V mestskych parkoch a po namestiach pri jeho pocetnych sochach, i pri nasich dedinach by slavnostni recnici uvazo-
vali o tom, co vsetko tento hvezdar-politik a vojak-diplomat pre nas vykonal a co pre nas znamena. A na Bradle, kde
Milan Stefanik sniva svoj vecény sen, by sa znovu hemzili tisice a tisice narodnych putnikov zo Slovenska, z Moravy
i z Ciech. Ale, bohuzial, na toto vyznamné vyrocie narod nas preziva tragédiu. Potlacend je docasne jeho sloboda,
za ktoru Stefdanik so svojimi legionarmi bojoval a mrel; otrokdri vyddvaju sa za osloboditelov a otroctvo za slobodu

vyhlasuju. Skutocnych osloboditelov tupia a hanobia.”

Michal Mddry (mistni komentdF — komentdF dne, 27. 4. 1959)

“If we had freedom and independence in Czechoslovakia, in a short time - around 4 May - the whole nation would
remember its liberator and national hero, Milan Rastislav Stefanik, at public gatherings. In town parks and squares
by his numerous statues, and in our villages, the ceremonial speakers would think about everything this politician-
star and soldier-diplomat did for us and what he means to us. And at Bradlo, where Milan Stefanik dreams his eternal
dream, thousands and thousands of national pilgrims would swarm in from Slovakia, Moravia and Bohemia. But, un-
fortunately, on this important anniversary, our nation is experiencing a tragedy. Its freedom, for which Stefanik and
his legionaries died fighting, is temporarily suppressed; slavers present themselves as liberators and declare slavery

to be freedom. Abuse and vilification of real liberators.”

Michal Midry (local commentary — commentary of the day, 27 April 1959)

1961

srpen

Stavba Berlinské zdi

V noci z 12. na 13. srpna byla postavena zdbrana z ostnatého drdtu, kierd fyzicky oddélila to, co bylo politicky oddéleno iz v roce 1949. Berlin
byl jiz po léta rozdélen na dvé &dsti — jedna patfila Némecké demokratické republice a druhd Spolkové republice Némecko. Hlavnim divodem,
pro¢ se Némeckd demokratickd republika rozhodla postavit tuto zdbranu, byla skute¢nost, Ze v obdobi 1949 az 1961 opustily Gzemi stdtu téméF ti
miliony obyvatel, pfevdzné z fad odborné verejnosti. Vétiina se rozhodla emigrovat prdavé pres Berlin, kde hranice, probihaijici sttedem mésta, ne-
byla snadno kontrolovatelnd. O t#i dny pozdgji, tedy 16. srpna, kdyz nedoslo k Z&dné protiakci ze strany USA, zaéal byt ostnaty drét nahrazovdn
zdi v pravém slova smyslu a béhem dvou nésledujicich let byla dokon&ena zed' betonovd. Jejim G&elem bylo vytvorit bariéru mezi ob&ma odlisnymi

rezimy, zabrdnit emigracim, vyméné zbozi i informaci. Tato hranice za¢ala byt nazyvéna zeleznou oponou.

August 1961 - Construction of the Berlin Wall
On the night of 12-13 August, a barbed-wire barrier was erected, to physically separate what had been politically separated back in 1949. Ber-

lin had already been divided into two parts for years — one belonged to the German Democratic Republic and the other to the Federal Republic of
Germany. The main reason why the German Democratic Republic decided to build this barrier was the fact that, from 1949 to 1961, nearly three
million people had left the country, mostly professionals. Most of them decided to emigrate across Berlin, where the borders, running through the city
centre, were not easy to control. Three days later, on 16 August, when there was no counteraction from the U.S.A., the barbed wire began being re-
placed with wall in the true sense and the concrete wall was completed over the next two years. Its purpose was to create a barrier between the two

different regimes, to prevent emigration and the exchange of goods and information. This border became known as the Iron Curtain.

Slovensky prdavnik, novind¥ a politik. Za tzv. teti republiky, v letech 1945-1948 byl
predstavitelem slovenské Demokratické strany a po uddlostech z Gnora 1948 emi-
groval do Spolkové republiky Némecko. Od roku 1951 pak pracoval jako redaktor
rozhlasové stanice Svobodné Evropa, v letech 1970-1974 byl dokonce feditelem jeji

Ceskoslovenské redakce v New Yorku.

Michadal Mﬁdry-gebik (1909 Drietoma, Slovakia - 1978 New York,

U'S‘A.)
Slovak lawyer, journalist and politician. During the so-called Third Republic,

1945-1948, a representative of the Slovak Democratic Party who emigrated to
West Germany after the events of February 1948. From 1951, he then worked as

an editor for Radio Free Europe and was even the director of their Czechoslovak

service in New York from 1970 to 1974.

Michal Midry-Sebik

(1909 Drietoma — 1978 New York, USA)





