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Smrt Stalina a Gottwalda

Dne 5. bfezna 1953 zemfel, pravdépodobné na ndsledky mozkové mrivice, Josip Vissarionovié¢ Stalin. Jeho ndstupcem ve funkci se stal Nikita Ser-
gejevi¢ Chruicov. Stalinova pohibu se ziéastnil i ¢eskoslovensky prezident Klement Gottwald, jemuz se viak cesta do Moskvy stala osudnou, nebot
u n&j ndsledkem cesty letadlem doslo k protrzeni vyduti srdeéni aorty. Zemiel 14. bfezna 1953 a jeho t8lo bylo mumitikovdno a vystaveno v mau-

zoleu na Vitkové. Novym prezidentem byl zvolen Antonin Zépotocky a predsedou ¢eskoslovenské vlddy se stal Slovdk Viliam Siroky.

March 1953 - Deaths of Stalin and Gottwald

On 5 March 1953, Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin died, probably as the result of a stroke. Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev succeeded him in office.
The funeral was attended by Czechoslovak President Klement Gottwald, but for him the trip to Moscow was fatal. As a result of the flight, he suffered
from a burst aortic aneurysm. He died on 14 March 1953 and his body was mummified and displayed in the mausoleum at Vitkov. Antonin Zapo-

tocky was elected the new Czechoslovak President and a Slovak, Viliam Siroky, replaced him as Prime Minister.

1951-2011 60 let RFE

~Vysilat se zacalo po americku. Napred se zacalo z niceho - jedno studio, ja hledal v letech 1948 a 1949 redaktory
po lagrech: ,,Kdo déla do novin? Kdo umi zpivat? Kdo dovede psat?” Vybirali [sme, jak se dalo. Zacinali sme skutec-
né z vody, pak se teprve koupil pozemek, postavila se budova, postavila se vysilacka a zacalo to jet profesionalné.
Byl to obrovsky ukol, ponévadz délat rozhlas na pocatku padesatych let, kdy z domova nebyl absolutné zadny ohlas
a neveédéli jsme, jak jsme pFijimani, bylo ohromné zajimavé. (...) Svobodna Evropa, abych to uzavrel, skutecné, a v tom
se bolsevik cesky a slovensky u moci nemylil, byla nejnebezpecnéjsi zbran, kdyz mam uzivat toho slovniku, v desitky

let trvajicim zapase o smysl slova a pri odhaleni komunistické fraze.”

Pavel Tigrid

“Broadcasting began in American style, to begin with it started from nothing, with only one studio; I looked for re-
porters in camps in 1948 and 1949. “Who works in the papers? Who can sing? Who can write?” We chose the best
we could. We really started in the water, then we bought the land, erected the building, put up the transmitter and
it started to run professionally. It was a huge task, because running a radio station at the start of the 1950s, when

there was absolutely no response from home, and we did not know how we were being received, this was incred-

ibly interesting. (...) Radio Free Europe, to conclude, truly, and here the Bolshevik Czech and Slovak in power wasn’t
wrong, was the most dangerous weapon, if | have to use that language, in the decades of struggle about the mean-

ing of words and in deciphering communist phrases.”

Pavel Tigrid
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