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Rédio Svobodnd Evropa 1951-2002

Rédio Svobodnd Evropa (RSE) zahdjilo své pravidelné vysilani 1. kvétna 1951 z Mnichova a jako prvni se z éteru ozvala slova: ,Vold hlas

svobodného Ceskoslovenska, rozhlasovd stanice Svobodnd Evropa.” PFipravy na zahdjeni vysilani zaéaly uz v roce 1949, kdy v USA vznikla

Ndrodni rada pro svobodnou Evropu. Pfi pldnovdni vysiléni hrdla dilezitou roli i €eskoslovenskd exilové organizace Rada svobodného Cesko-

slovenska a Eeskoslovenské vysilani bylo povazovéno za prvni vyrazny Gspéch exilové politiky. Prvni podobu &eskoslovenského vysilani Radia

Svobodnd Evropa formovali v New Yorku Ferdinand Peroutka, Julius Firt, Miloslav Kohdk, Michal Midry-Sebik a Zdengk Eliés. V Mnichové

se vyraznou postavou stal Pavel Tigrid, v roce 1952 byl ale z redakce propustén. V prvnim obdobi vysildni se stanice zamé¥ila pfedeviim na

analyzu politické situace v Ceskoslovensku a na jeji kritiku. DoleZitou roli ve vysildni hrély i informace o Zivoté na Zdpadé a také napt. kato-
lické a evangelické m3e. Programové schéma se zacalo ménit v 3edesatych letech, kdy se zaéalo vysilat v blocich, vice se do n&j zapojovaly
programy pro mlédez a dulezité misto ziskala i soudobd zdpadni hudba (Kompas) nebo Panorama zajimavosti. V prvnich letech po zahdjeni
Vysi
lény letdky s informacemi namifenymi proti komunistickému rezimu.

éni byla dulezitd i tzv. balonova akce, kdy byly do vzdudného prostoru pomoci igelitovych balond, napusténych horkym vzduchem, posi-

Vyraznd zména v persondlnim obsazeni redakce Radia Svobodnd Evropa pfisla po srpnové okupaci v roce 1968. Tehdejsi feditel ¢eskoslo-
venské sekce Jaroslav Pechacek se snazil ziskat nové emigranty a ve vysildni se objevili napf. Slava Volny, Karel Kryl, Joset Jedlicka, Karel
Jezdinsky, Olga Valeska a dal3i. D&jiny RSE byly po celou dobu spjaty se zvysenym Gsilim tajnych sluzeb komunistického bloku proniknout do

iejich struktur. Asi nejzndmé;si Eeskoslovenskou 3piondzni aférou je pUsobeni Pavla Minaftika, ktery po svém propusténi v roce 1976 vystoupil

v Ceskoslovenské televizi jako agent StB. Ceskoslovenskd redakee byla také vézné potkozena v roce 1981, kdy doslo k pumovému atentdtu

na RSE. | po pédu komunistickych rezim0 ve sttedni a vychodni Evropé vysildni do téchto postkomunistickych zemi pokragovalo. V roce 1994
se diky iniciativé Véclava Havla rédio prestéhovalo do Prahy, na podzim roku 1995 se &eskd redakce pripojila k Ceskému rozhlasu a vznikl

éni RSE, které tedy

tak Cesky rozhlas 6/Radio Svobodnd Evropa. V zdii 2002 Kongres USA rozhodl o zastaveni financovdni &eského vysi
30. z&¥i 2002 po jedenapadesdti letech skonéilo. Jeho ndstupcem se stal Cesky rozhlas 6, k némuz presla i ¢dst zaméstnanco. Skonéilo pol-

stoleti historie jednoho pfib&hu svobody slova.

Radio Free Europe 1951-2002

Radio Free Europe (RFE) began its regular broadcasts from Munich on 1 May 1951, and the first words from the ether were: “This is the voice
of free Czechoslovakia, Radio Free Europe.” Preparations to start broadcasting began back in 1949, when the U.S.A. set up the National Com-
mittee for a Free Europe. In planning the broadcasting, the Council of Free Czechoslovakia exile organisation also played an important role,
and the Czechoslovak service was considered the first major success for exile politics. The first period of the Czechoslovak service for Radio Free

Europe was formulated in New York by Ferdinand Peroutka, Julius Firt, Miloslav Kohdk, Michal Madry-Sebik and Zdenék E

Tigrid became a conspicuous figure, but was dismissed from the service in 1952. In the first broadcasting period, the station focused primarily

id3$. In Munich, Pavel

on analysis of the political situation in Czechoslovakia and criticising this. Information about life in the West and, e.g. Catholic and Evangelical
church services also played an important role in the broadcasting. In the 1960s, the programming schedule began to change, when broadcasting
in blocks was begun. More programmes for young people were included, and contemporary Western music (Kompas) and Panorama zajima-
vosti (Panorama of Interests) were important. In the first few years after broadcasting began, the “balloon” event was also important when, using

plastic balloons filled with hot air, leaflets with information against the communist regime were launched into the air.

A maijor change in the staffing of the Radio Free Europe service came after the August occupation in 1968. The director of the Czechoslovak se-

ction at that time, Jaroslav Pechdéek, tried to attract new exiles, with Sldva Volny, Karel Kryl, Josef Jedli¢ka, Karel Jezdinsky, Olga Valeskd and
others appearing on the air. The history of RFE was always connected with increased efforts of the Communist Bloc secret services to infiltrate its
structures. Probably the most famous Czechoslovak spy scandal involved Pavel Minafik, who, after being dismissed in 1976, appeared on Cze-
choslovak television as a secret police agent. The Czechoslovak service was then seriously damaged in 1981, when RFE was the object of a bomb
attack. After the fall of the communist regimes in Central and Eastern Europe, broadcasting to these post-communist countries continued. In 1994,
thanks to the initiative of Vdéclav Havel, the radio moved to Prague. In the autumn of 1995, the Czech service merged with Czech Radio, giving
rise to Czech Radio 6 / Radio Free Europe. In September 2002, the U.S. Congress decided to stop financing the Czech broadcasts of RFE, the-
refore terminating the service after 51 years, on 30 September 2002. Czech Radio 6 became its successor, with some of the staff moving there.

Thus half a century of one story of freedom of speech came to an end.





