Od obozeni k noru 1948

Po skonceni 2. svétové valky byla sokolska organizace tézce oslabena. Mnoho
vedoucich pracovniku zahynulo, presto doslo kratce po osvobozeni ke spontanni
obnové ¢innosti. Jiz 5. kvétna 1945 se v Praze sesli zastupci télovychovnych

a sportovnich organizaci a Junaka, kteri vydali provolani, pozadujici vytvoreni
jednotné télovychovné organizace. Vznikl Ustfedni narodni télovychovny vybor.

Do jeho Cela byl zvolen Antonin Hrebik, ktery se kratce pred tim vratil z Osvétimi,
<de byl véznén za svou Ucast v sokolském odboji. Ukazalo se ale, ze sladit pozadavky
vSech télovychovnych organizaci bude velice obtizné, navic se komunisté snazili
ziskat sjednocenim télovychovy v Sokole vliv. Po nékolika mésicich marnych
vyjednavani tak do3lo 1. ledna 1946 k zahajeni samostatné &innosti Ceskoslovenské
obce sokolské. Nakonec byl v listopadu 1946 vytvofen Ceskoslovensky télovychovny
svaz, ktery byl v podstaté pouze formalnim sdruzenim vétsiny télovychovnych
organizaci pri zachovani jejich samostatnosti. Za vedouciho byl opét zvolen Antonin
Hrebik. Sokol byl chapan jako organizace, tvorici pevnou oporu demokracie, a jako
protivaha silici komunistické moci. Po valce prudce vzrostl pocet jeho ¢Elend.

Na konci roku 1947 pusobilo v 52 zupach 3 686 jednot a pobocek s vice nez
milionem clend. Sokolové spravovali 1 294 sokoloven a 2 200 vlastnich hrist,

méli vlastni nakladatelstvi a vydavali 7 casopisd.

1. Prezident Edvard Benes prijal 28. 9. 1945 vedeni Ceskoslovenské obce sokolské

2. Starostou Sokola byl zvolen Antonin Hrebik, kterého Cekal tézky boj o zachovani
sokolskych ideald

3. Do pozice nacelnice se po 2. svétové valce vratila Marie Provaznikova

4.- 5. Sokolové na Prazském hradé 28. 9. 1945

6. Ustavujici valng hromada Ceskoslovenského télovychovného svazu probéhla

v listopadu 1946 v Praze ve Slovanskem domé
7. Prezident Edvard BeneS s manzelkou Hanou prihlizeli 29. 5. 1947 verejnemu
cviceni Sokola Praha IIT

From Liberation to February 1948

After the end of WWII, the Sokol organisation was heavily weakened. Many leading
workers had died, but the activity of the movement was spontaneously renewed
shortly after the liberation. On 5 May 1945, the representatives of the gymnastic
and sports organisations and Junak met in Prague, and published a proclamation
demanding the creation of a uniform sports organisation. The Central National
Sports Committee was established and Antonin Hrebik, who had just returned from
Auschwitz where he was 1imprisoned for his participation in the Sokol resistance
movement, was appointed chairman. However, it was soon obvious that it would
be very difficult to harmonise the requirements of all sports organisations and

the communists, moreover, tried to gain influence in Sokol by unifying physical
education and thus, after several months of futile negotiations, the Czechoslovak
Sokol Society launched its independent activity on 1 January 1946. Eventually,

the Czechoslovak Sports Association was established in November 1946, which

was basically a formal association of the majority of sports organisations that
maintained their independence. Antonin Hrebik was appointed the leader again.
Sokol was perceived as an organisation representing the strong support of
democracy and as a counterbalance to growing communist power. Its member
numbers rose sharply after the war. At the end of 1947, there were 52 counties with
3,686 units and branches with more than a million members. The Sokols managed
1,294 gymnasiums and 2,200 own playgrounds; they had their own publishing house
and published seven magazines.

1. President Edvard Benes received the management of the (zechoslovak Sokol
Society on 28 September 1945

2. Antonin Hrebik was elected the Mayor of Sokol; he faced a difficult fight for
the preservation of Sokol ideals

3. Marie Provaznikova returned as Chief after WWII

4.- 5. Sokol members at Prague Castle on 28 September 1945

6 The foundation meeting of the (zechoslovak Sports Association at Slovansky
dim in Prague in November 1946

7. President Edvard Benes and his wife, Hana, watched the public training of Sokol
Prague I1I on 29 May 1947






