Slety na prelomu stoleti

Na prelomu 19. a 20. stoleti jiz sokolska organizace dominovala ceskému spolkovému
zivotu. Predevsim ve vétSich obcich a mensSich méstech se sokolské jednoty stavaly
stfedisky mistniho spolecenského zivota. Poctem clend, pomérné hustou siti svych
jednot, rozmanitou ¢innosti, rostoucim majetkem a v neposledni radé rozmérem

a popularitou sletl zacala Ceska obec sokolska pfekracovat horizont pouhého
télocviéného spolku. Sokolstvi se stalo fenoménem, ktery pevné zakotvil v povedomi
ceské verejnosti. V roce 1891 se sokolové sesli na svém II. sletu v Kralovské obore.
I1I. slet, ktery probéhl v ramci Narodopisné vystavy ceskoslovanské v roce 1895,

se uskutecnil na Letné, kde byly poradany sokolské slety az do roku 1920. Sletova
prostna zacviCilo 4 287 cvicencu. IV. slet se konal v [été 1901 na Letné, kde byl
vytvoren areal pro 22 000 divak(d a 6 000 cvicencu. Sletova cviceni Sifila proslulost
ceské télovychovy po celé Evropé, na V. a VI. sletu v roce 1907 a 1912 se akreditovali
zpravodajoveé vétsiny velkych evropskych denikd. Pohled na sevrené rady sokolskych
cvicencu, puvabna cvi¢eni zen 1 dojimava cviceni zactva mél znacny psychologicky
ucinek. To vSe prispivalo k pocitu narodniho sebevédomi a hrdosti. Sokolské slety vsak
byly predevsim nejvétsim svatkem sokolstvi.

1. Sokol Kolin na pocatku 20. stoleti

2. Vedeni Sokola vyuzilo prilezitosti, kterou jim davala zemska jubilejni vystava
v Praze, a nechalo pro II. slet pripravit sletisté v Kralovské obore, kde mohlo
cvicit 2 500 cvicencu

3. Pravod Prahou pri II. sletu v roce 1891

4. Slety znamenaly pro cleny sokolské organizace potvrzeni spravnosti nastoupené
cesty a vybizely je k dalsi nezistné praci pro Sokol 1 narod

5. V. vsesokolsky slet v roce 1907 predcil vsechny predchazejici. Drevéné tribuny pojaly
50 000 divakua, cvicili a zavodili zaci, dorost, muzi, Zeny 1 zahranicni hosté

6. V roce 1912 se VI. vSesokolsky slet stal také prvnim sletem slovanskeho sokolstva.
Na sletu cvicilo vice nez 10 000 muzu a 5 000 Zen. Plakat k sokolské scéné
navrhoval Alfons Mucha

Slets at the Turn of the
Centuries

At the turn of the 19th and 20th century, the Sokol organisation dominated Czech
confederate life. Sokol unions became the centres of local social life in larger municipalities
and smaller towns. The Czech Sokol Society started to cross the horizon of a mere sports
organisation by the number of its members, quite a dense network of unions, diverse
activities, growing property, and also by the dimension and populanty of its festivals

— slets. Sokol membership became a phenomenon that was strongly anchored 1n the
awareness of the Czech public. In 1891, Sokols met at their Slet II in Kralovska obora. Slet
III was a part of the 1895 Ethnographic Czech and Slavic Exposition in Letna where Sokol
festivals were held until 1920. 4,287 gymnasts performed the floor exercises. Slet IV took
place at Letna in summer 1901 with 6,000 gymnasts and premises for 22,000 spectators.
The Slet exercises spread the name of Czech physical education all around Europe, and

Slet V and Slet VI in 1907 and 1912 were attended by the majority of large European daily
newspapers. The view of tight rows of Sokol gymnasts, charming female performances,

as well as impressive pupil performances had a significant psychological impact. All this
contributed to the feeling of national confidence and pride. Above all, Sokol slets were the
greatest celebration of the Sokol movement.

1. Sokol Kolin at the beginning of the 20th century

2. The management of Sokol took advantage of the opportunity represented
by the district anniversary exposition in Prague and prepared training grounds
at Kralovska obora for Slet II where 2,500 gymnasts could perform

3. Prague procession at Slet III, 1891

4. Slets represented a confirmation of the correct way for members of the Sokol
organisation, and motivated them to selfless work for Sokol and the nation

5. Slet V in 1907 exceeded all previous festivals. The wooden platforms held 50,000
spectators with performances by pupils, juniors, men, women as well as foreign guests

6. In 1912, Slet VI also became the first festival of the Slavic Sokol movement.
More than 10,000 men and 5,000 women performed. The poster for the Sokol scene
was designed by Alfons Mucha






