,Nedéelal jsem si zadné iluze, ze vsichni budou Otcenas umet, ale dojemné bylo, ze nekteri alespon otevirali usta.”
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Vaclav Maly (*1950)

Vaclav Maly vstoupil ve svych devatenacti letech do litoméfického seminare a zacal studovat tamni
bohosloveckou fakultu. Kvuli kritice kolaborantského hnuti Pacem in Terris hrozilo, Zze nebude

po sedmi letech studia vubec vysvécen na knéze. Diky zasahu kardinala Tomaska se ale v roce 1976

nakonec knézem stal. Vaclav Maly byl presvédcen, ze soucasti knézské sluzby je v pfipadé nutnosti
vyjadreni obcanského postoje.,Mé rozhodnuti ke knézstvi bylo édstecné ovlivnéno spolecenskou
atmosférou. Vidél jsem, jak se po odeznéni prazského jara lidé zacinaji pitvorit, bdt se a zit Zivot dvoji
tvdre. Tehdy jsem si rekl, Ze neni mozné, aby clovék ménil svoje postoje podle vnéjsich okolnosti.

A uvazoval jsem ndsledujicim zptisobem: Chci byt knézem, abych lidi povzbuzoval k tomu, Ze je tfeba stdt
pevné, na pevném zdkladé. Tim zdkladem pro mé bylo evangelium. To jsem chtél sdilet s jinymi a zdroven
i trochu ukazovat cestu. Rozhodné to ale nebylo motivovdno politickym odporem, protoZe to by byl prilis

slaby a nehodnotny podnét.”

V roce 1977, v druhé viné podepisovani Charty 77, se Vaclav Maly také stal jejim signatarem, i pfi
védomi, ze ho podpis bude pravdépodobneé stat statni souhlas nutny k vykonavani duchovniho
povolani. A vskutku - jako knéz mohl verejné slouzit pouze necelé dva roky na farnostech ve Vlasimi
a v Plzni, nez mu byl souhlas odebran.V roce 1979 se angazoval ve Vyboru na obranu nespravedlivé
stihanych (VONS), ktery poskytoval praktickou pomoc véznénym disidentum. Kvuli své praci pro
VONS byl Vaclav Maly uz téhoz roku zatcen a stravil ve vézeni celkem sedm mésicu, vysetfovan byl
kvuli podezreni z podvraceni republiky. Po propusténi nesmél samoziejmé stale verejné vykonavat

knézskou sluzbu a stal se topicem. Jako knéz ovsem tajné pusobil, navstévoval vérici, slouzil mse

a pomahal mimoprazskym disidentum, ktefi se nemohli opirat o disidentské spolecenstvi.V letech
1981-1982 byl Vaclav Maly i mluvcim Charty 77. Toto povéreni pro néj znamenalo dalsi neustalé

nebezpedi kriminalu.

Do listopadovych udalosti se zapojil pfedevsim jako moderator nejruznéjsich setkani a mluvci
Obcanského fora. Pétadvacatého listopadu 1989 potom na Letenské plani v Praze pronesl

do mikrofonu pred pulmilionovym davem Otcenas: ,Vnitiné jsem vdhal a nebyl jsem si vubec jisty. Ale
nakonec jsem si rekl: ,Risknu to. Nedélal jsem si Zadné iluze, Ze vsichni budou Otéends umét, ale dojemné

bylo, Ze nékteri alespon otevirali usta. Bylo to hop nebo trop. Ale ten risk se mi vydaril.”

V roce 1990 se Maly vratil k vefejné duchovni ¢innosti ve farnosti sv. Gabriela, pozdéji pokracoval
u sv. Antonina v Praze-Holegovicich. V roce 1996 se stal kanovnikem prazské metropolitni kapituly

a téhoz roku byl povolan i na biskupsky stolec jako.svétici biskup prazsky. Byl konsekrovan

v listopadu 1997. Jako své biskupské motto si zvolil slova,pokora a pravda®.
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When Vaclav Maly was seventeen years old he entered the seminary in Litoméfice and started to
attend the local Cyril and Method Theology University. Because of criticism of the collaborating
movement called Pacem in Terris, he faced the threat that after seven years of studies, he would
not even be ordained. Thanks to the intervention of cardinal Tomasek, he finally became a priest in
1976. Vaclav Maly was convinced that expressing his civil attitude in cases of need was part of his
priestly duties. “My decision to become a priest was partially influenced by the social atmosphere. | saw
people begin to act burlesque, being afraid and leading two-faced lives after the Prague Spring period.
At this time | told myself, that it is not acceptable for a person to change his attitudes according to inner
circumstances. | was thinking: | want to be a priest so | can encourage people to stand with both feet

on the ground. Forime, the ground was the Gospel.1wanted to share this with others and show them
the right way at the same time. It definitely wasn’t influenced by any political aversion. That would have

been a very poor and unvalued stimulation.”

In 1977, when Charter 77 was being signed for the second time, Vaclav Maly signed it too, although
he knew, that his signature would probably cost him the governmental approval-necessary for his
religious service. And that is what happened in deed - he was allowed to carry out his priestly duties

officially only for two years in Vlasim and in Plzen, before his approval was forfeited.

In 1979 he was involved in the VONS association (Committee for the Defense of the Unjustly
Persecuted), which helped arrested dissidents. Due to his activities in this organization he was
arrested during the same year. He spent seven months in prison being investigated for subversion
of the Republic. After his release he still was not allowed to perform his priestly duties of course.
Therefore he became a boiler man. He functioned as a priest secretly though. He kept visiting the
faithful, he held masses and helped dissidents who were from out of Prague and could not therefore

rely on the dissident community.

Between the years 1981-1982 Vaclav Maly functioned as a spokesman for Charter 77. This very
dangerous assignment meant another prison threat for him. In 1989 he actively participated in

the November events, especially as a spokesman of the OF (The Civic Forum - translator’s note).

He also featured in several public meetings. On November 25, 1989 on Letna Field in Prague he
stood in front of half a million people and delivered the Lord’s Prayer on the microphone: “I was
unsure and hesitating inside. But then | decided to take the chance. | didn't expect all the people to know
the Lord'’s Prayer, but it was very touching to see some of them move their mouth at least. It was all or

nothing. But it was successful.”

Vaclav Maly officially became a priest again in 1990. He stayed in the Saint Gabriel parish in Prague
and later at Saint Anthony in Prague HoleSovice. In 1996 he became the canon of the Prague
metropolitan Chapter. And during the same year he was also called up on the bishop’s throne as
the Auxiliary Bishop of Prague. In November 1997 he was consecrated. “Humility and truth “- he

chose those two words for his Bishop motto.

MYJSMETO
NEVIDALI

Pribehy 20. stoleti

,Myslim, ze modlitba Otcendse byl nejlepsi zpusob, jak
ukazat, ze svoboda nam spadla do klina a zZe je to veliky
BoZi dar. Ze to neni zdsluha jednotlivcti ani néjakych hnuti,
ale souhra vsech okolnosti a Bozi vedeni.”

“I'think that the Lord’s Prayer was the best way to show
people that freedom was a great gift from God. That itis
not only the credit of individuals or whatever movements,
but a combination of all circumstances and God’s guidance.”

Foto / Photo: Stépdn Hon
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~Vzdycky se na 17. listopad moc tesim - vzdy zacinam jakoby od noveho zacatku, s novou virou, ze veci budou dobrg, ze se jen musime pricinit.” MY-'SMETO

NEVIDALI

Pribehy 20. stoleti

- Monika MacDonagh-Pajerova (*1966)

Monika Pajerova patrila k prednim osobnostem generace studentu, které se v druhé poloviné 80. let
podarilo pod hlavickou Socialistického svazu mladeze vytvorit zarodky svobodného studentského
hnuti. Jako studentka moderni filologie na Filozofické fakulté UK pfispivala do studentskych
casopisu (zejména do Situace a Kavdrny A.F.F.A.), uvadéla setkani v Diskusnim klubu na Novotného
lavce v Praze a patfila k vedeni Studentského tiskového a informacniho stfediska (STIS), které se
stalo centrem setkavani, diskusi a vymény informaci mezi redakcemi vysokoskolskych studentskych
casopisu. ,ZaloZili jsme STIS, kde se redaktofi a sprateleni kolegové kaZdy Ctvrtek schdzeli.'Tam jsme se
radili, kdo co vydd, jakad vystava se udéld, tam jsme zvali lidi, ktefi neméli existovat — z Charty, z VONSu,

z Nezdvislého mirového sdruzeni. Tam jsme podepisovali Nékolik vét a tam jsme pak napldnovali

demonstracina 17. listopadu 1989.”

Oficialné povolenou demonstraci k Mezinarodnimu dni studentstva zahajila Monika Pajerova svym
proslovem. ,Rikali jsme si, Ze to bude zkouska sily na dalsi Palachiv tyden. Neddvno jsem nasla sviij
projev z Albertova. Byl to velice mirny prispévek o dialogu asi vtom smyslu, Ze véci, které nds spojuji,

je vic nez téch, které nds rozdéluji.” Brutalni zasah policie proti studentum na Narodni tfide vsak
dialog znemoznil. Akce vyvolala reakci.V pohnutych dnech, kdy se hroutila komunisticka diktatura,
organizovala Monika Pajerova stavkovy vybor filozofické fakulty, poté pusobila jako tiskova mluvci
Koordinacniho stavkového vyboru vysokych kol a posléze se zapojila do prace Obcanského féra,
kde se mimo jiné angazovala pro zvoleni Vaclava Havla prezidentem. ,V OF jsme nebyli jako
samostatnd sila, tam jsme se uz jako hnuti rozplynuli. A myslim, Ze to bylo sprdvné. Jednou z véci,

v kterych se studentské hnuti v roce 1989 nemylilo, bylo, Ze vuci komunistum se mélo postupovat raznéji.

Ale nakonec si vzdycky rikam, Ze to hlavni, co jsme chtéli, se ndm podafilo.”

Po roce 1989 Monika Pajerova uspésné dokoncila studium filologie a deset let pracovala

v diplomatickych sluzbach jako kulturni atasé na velvyslanectvi v Parizi, administratorka kulturniho
vyboru Rady Evropy ve Strasburku, vedouci tiskového odboru a mluvéi ministerstva zahrani¢nich
véci. Po roce 2000 stala u zrodu dvou politickych stran. Od roku 2002 predseda obcanskému
sdruzeni ANO pro Evropu, které se vénuje otazkam naseho clenstvi v Evropské unii. Prednasi

na prazské New York University a je spoluautorkou knihy Studenti psali revoluci.

Monika Pajerova was among the top personalities of the student generation, who managed to lay
the ground of the independent student movement during the mid ‘80s. They had done so under
the heading of the SSM (former communist youth organization). As a student of the Faculty of Arts
of the Charles University she cooperated with student magazines like e.g. Situace or Kavarna A.F.F.A.
She was the organizer and the hostess of the Public Debates Club located at Novotného Lavka in
Prague and was a spokeswoman of the University Strike Committee which became a meeting point
of the:university magazines' staffs. “We created the (STIS Student Press and Information Center), where
all the editors and fellow colleagues used to meet on Thursdays. We discussed there what each editor will
publish, what exhibition we’ll do. We also used to invite people who weren’t supposed to exist — signers
of Charter 77, people from VONS (The Committee for the Defense of the Unjustly Persecuted — translator’s
note) or people from.the Independent Peace Organization. We signed the "Nékolik vét " (Few Words —
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written by Vdclav Havel) document too and then we organized the demonstration on November 17th 1989.

During the officially authorized demonstration for International Students’ Day, Monika Pajerova
began with her speech: “We thought this would be another hard rehearsal for the following Palach
Week. | just recently found my speech from the Albertov meeting. It was a very modest contribution
about dialogue in the meaning that there are more things that unite us than things that drive us
apart.” But the brutal police action against the students on National Avenue made any dialogue

impossible. This event caused a response. During these unsettled days when the communist regime

was collapsing, Monika Pajerova organized the strike committee at the Faculty of Arts and also
functioned as a spokeswoman of the University Strike Committee and later also participated in

the newly established Civic Forum activity. Among other things, she supported Vaclav Havel during
the presidential elections. “The Civic Forum was no longer a student movement, there we were an
independent power and it was correct as far as I'm concerned. The one thing which the students were
right about was that the communist regime should have been treated more resolutely. But then | always

think to myself that we have achieved everything we wanted after all. *

Monika Pajerova finished her university studies successfully after 1989. After that she was employed
as a culture attaché at the Czech Embassy in Paris for ten years. She also worked as the administrator
of the cultural committee of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg or as the Head of the Press
Department and Spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She was involved in establishing

two political parties after the year 2000. She is a chairwoman of the civic association Yes for

Europe, which applies itself to questions pertaining our membership in the EU. She also lectures at

the New York University of Prague and she is a co-author of the book Students Wrote the Revolution.

,Studentské hnuti, tak jak se formovalo od poloviny 80. let,

bylo zajimavym zpusobem sloZeno ze dvou proudu — jeden
tvorily studentské casopisy a Studentské tiskové a informacni
stredisko, kde se profiloval napfiklad Martin Mejstiik a my
ostatni redaktofri, druhy tvorila takzvand Stuha pod vedenim
napfiklad Simona Pdnka, coz bylo skute¢né zakonspirované
prostredi, které pochopitelné nepublikovalo, ale vytvarelo velmi
ucinnou sit kontaktu na vysokych skoldch. Kdyz se tato prostredi
propojila, vznikla neuvéritelné propracovand sit budoucich
stavkovych vyboru na jednotlivych fakultdch, kterad prekvapila
i nds samé svou rychlosti-akce a profesionalitou. Je asi ironii
osudu, ze demonstrace 17. listopadu 1989 byla jen jednou

Z ¢innosti, které jsme spolecné pripravovali, ty dalsi uz s sebou
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strhla lavina zmeén po zdsahu na Ndrodni tridé.”

“The students movement as it was gradually forming since

the mid '80s, was established in quite an interesting way out

of two movements: the first one included student magazines
and the Student Press and Information Centre. For example
Martin Mejsfik, and the rest of us editors. The second one was
entitled Stuha (Ribbon - translator’s note.) and it was lead by
Simon Pdnek. This really conspiring group never published
anything of course. Its task was to establish a very powerful
network throughout universities. After these two groups united,
an unbelievably sophisticated organization of future strike
committees was created throughout the faculties. Its ability to
act quickly and its professionalism surprised us. It is probably
an irony of fate that the November 17th demonstration was
only one of the many planned activities, which we prepared
together. But the other ones were swept away by the avalanche
of changes that came after the police raid on National Avenue.”
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,Starsi lidé z Charty 77 demonstrace vetsinou nepodporovali, nebo je primo odmitali, to byla nase snaha.”

- Stanislav Penc (*1970)

Stanislav Penc byl jednim z nejmladsich ¢eskych disidentu. V prosinci 1988 se vyucil zednikem, ale
to uz mél za sebou spoustu opozi¢nich aktivit a stretu s policii: tiskl protirezimni letaky, ucastnil se
demonstraci, pracoval v nezavislych iniciativach. V prvni poloviné 80. let zacal dochazet do Jazzové
sekce, zajimal ho John Lennon a hippies a brzy zacal chodit i na spontanni setkani u Lennonovy
zdi v Praze na Kampé, ktera rozhanéla Verejna bezpecnost: ,,Drsné to bylo tieba v roce 1985. Sice

nds nechali odejit na Karluv most, jenze tam cekalo nékolik policejnich aut, kterd se rozjela proti ndm

a velkou rychlosti nds hnala pred sebou. Na konci mostu pak cekali esenbdci se psy bez ndhubku. O rok

pozdéji to probihalo dost podobné.”

Setkani u zdi se konala kazdoro¢né a Stanislav Penc, ktery se podilel i na vybudovani nepovoleného
Lennonova pomniku, vzpoming, ze pro mnoho mladych lidi to byl prvni primy stret s policejnim
statem. Protikomunistickych iniciativ, navzajem provazanych, vznikla tehdy cela fada, zacaly se
rozbihat verejné akce, vedle velkych demonstraci a petic i spousta mensich podniku s nadechem
recese, jako byl treba béh tfidou Politickych véznu, zasilani protestnich dopisu prezidentovi
Husakovi nebo korzovani obcanu po pési zoné s imitaci policejniho zakroku, coz Pencovi vyneslo
policejni stihani pro prestupek. V roce 1988 stal Stanislav Penc u zrodu Mirového klubu Johna
Lennona, pusobil i v Nezavislém mirovém sdruzeni. Masové demonstrace se nicméné staly klicovym
(a pro rezim také nejneprijemnéjsim) projevem odporu. Stanislav Penc se jich nejen ucastnil, ale
spolu s dalsimi prateli je inicioval: ,Starsi lidé z Charty 77 vétsinou demonstrace nepodporovali nebo
pfimo odmitali, byla to nase snaha. Tiskl jsem tehdy sitotiskem letcky, vyzyvajici tfreba k manifestaci

k dvacdtému vyroci 21. srpna 1968, pak jsme je rozndseli a rozlepovali. TotéZ se tykalo Palachova tydne
v roce 1989. Letdky jsem rozndsel i v prestrojeni — chodil jsem s hokejkou a mél jsem je ve velké sportovni
tasce.” BEéhem Palachova tydne v lednu 1989 byl Stanislav Penc zaten a dva tydny drzen ve vazbé.

Naslednée ho ¢ekal vyhazov z prace.

V poslednim roce totality poradal Mirovy klub Johna Lennona také diskusni setkani na Karlové
mosté: ,Prichdzel jsem na most, najednou proti mné vysli estébdci a rekli mi, Ze kdyz hned neodejdu,
zldmou mi nohy a hodi mne do Vlitavy. Tak jsem se otoCil a odchdzel, ale v Karlové ulici mé dostihli, srazili
mé na zem a zacali mé mldtit. Jeden z téch fizlt byl takovy obrovsky chlap, kterému se rikalo Varlatdr,

ten mé chytil pod krkem, zvedl mne do vysky, pritiskl na zed a drzel mé pod krkem. Pamatuju si, Ze

jsem vidél, jak zved| ruku a chystal se mi ddt pésti. Jenomze kolem semezitim shlukli lidé a najednou

z toho davu vyrazila jind, vétsi ruka a srazila Varlatdre k zemi. Byli tam totiZ néjaci hornici na vyleté

v Praze, a ti se pustili do téch estébdku a sefezali je Penc utekl a az do listopadového prevratu se pred

Statni bezpecnosti skryval. Po roce 1989 se odstéhoval na venkov, nicméné zustal verejné Cinny,

do roku 2008 byl clenem Strany zelenych, za niz také kandidoval do parlamentu.
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Stanislav Penc was one of the youngest Czech dissidents. In December 1988 he learned to be a bricklayer.
At this time he was already involved with the opposition activity and he had experienced several collisions
with police: he printed anti-regime leaflets, he attended demonstrations and also worked in independent
organizations. In the early '80s he began to visit the Jazz Section, he was interested in John Lennon

and the hippie trend. Soon he started to attend the meetings at Lennon’s Wall in Prague-Kampa. These
meeting were usually dispersed by police: “It was really rough in 1985. The police let us get to Charles Bridge,
but the police cars were waiting for us there already. They speeded up toward us and urged us in front of them.
At the end of the bridge the police officers were waiting with their dogs, which were not wearing a muzzles.

One year later the situation was basically the same.”

The meetings at Lennon’s Wall were held annually and Stanislav Penc — who also participated in

the construction of the illegal Lennon monument - recalls, that for many of the young people who came
to the meeting it was the very first direct confrontation with the police state. A lot of anti-communist
activities arose, public meetings started to occur. Apart from big demonstrations and petitions there
were also small tongue-in-cheek events. Things like for example running through Pelitical Prisoner Street
or sending protest letters to President Husak or citizens walking through the pedestrian zone imitating
the police repression. Penc was “awarded” for this one act with police prosecution for misdemeanor.

In 1988 Stanislav Penc was at the opening of the John Lennon Peace Club and also participated in

the Independent Peace Association. However, mass demonstrations became a key (and also most

disagreeable to the regime) manifestation of the resistance.

Stanislav Penc did not only attend these demonstrations, but he also organized them with the help

of his friends: “The older people who signed Charter 77 mostly didn’t support the demonstrations, some of
them refused them completely.'It was our effort. | printed out the leaflets calling for the need to rally on behalf
of the 20th Anniversary of August 21st 1968. We printed them and distributed them and plastered them
about. The same was during Palach Week in 1989. Sometimes | distributed the leaflets under cover — | walked
around with a hockey stick and carried the leaflets in a big hockey duffle bag.” Stanislav Penc was arrested

during Palach Week in January 1989 and was held.in custody for two weeks. He subsequently lost his job.

The John Lennon Peace Club also held a discussion meeting on Charles Bridge during the last year of

the totalitarian regime: “I was approaching the bridge when all of a sudden some StB (S5tB was the secret
communist police - translator’s note) agents walked to me saying that if | won’t leave immediately they’ll
break my legs and then throw me into the Vitava River. So | turned around to leave, but they caught me up in
Charles Street. They knocked me down on the ground and started to beat me up. One of them was such a huge
big man - he was called “testical man” (liberal translation). He grabbed me under my throat, lifted me up high
and pressed me toward the wall. | remember seeing him raising his hand to hit my face. Luckily for me people
gathered around in the meantime and then an even bigger hand burst out the crowd and knocked this “testical
man’ down. There were some miners visiting, and they beat up the StB agents.” After this accident, Penc

ran away and stayed in hiding until the November revolution. After 1989 he moved to the countryside,
but nonetheless he remained publicly active. He was a member of the Green party until 2008 and even

ran for parliament.

MYJSMETO
NEVIDALI

Pribehy 20. stoleti

,Rok 1989 byl vyvrcholenim snah podstatné cdsti mé
generace. UZ o rok driv zacaly masové protireZimni
demonstrace, vznikla do té doby nevidand spousta
obcanskych iniciativ a gcelé to deni bylo korunovano padem
reZzimu... Ale fakt je, Ze historii muZe clovék zhodnotit az

s odstupem — a ja si dneska myslim, ze komunismus tu mél
trvat tak o dva roky déle. Politicka opozice by se, myslim,
zformovala natolik, Ze by pak nenastalo rozkrdddni stdatu

a nepanovala by takovd neucta k pravnimu systemu,
takovy marasmus.”

,The year of 1989 was the culmination of efforts for an
essential part of my generation. The massive anti-regime
demonstrations began already a year earlier. Many popular
initiatives arose, which was very unusual to see until

then. And all that activity was rewarded by the fall of

the communist regime. .. But the thing is that we can
evaluate history only after some time — and if you ask me
today, I'll tell you that the communist regime should have
lasted for two years longer. | think the political opposition
would have formed well enough so that the theft of state
property would never have happened. Also we wouldn't see
such disrespect toward the legal system as we see these days.”
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,S odstupem Casu to celé vypada jako neskutecna fraska — a ¢lovek si uz tézko vybavuje, jak nekonecné velky hnus z néj 17. listopadu 1989 spadl” MYJSMETO

NEVIDALI

Pribehy 20. stoleti

~ Petr Placak (*1964)

Petr Placak (syn mluvciho Charty 77 Bedricha Placaka) patril k nejmladsi generaci antikomunistické

opozice, na konci osmdesatych let byl jednim z organizatoru protirezimnich verejnych akci.

V letech 1982-1986 hral na klarinet ve skupiné The Plastic People of the Universe. Za soustavné
sikany Statni bezpecnosti pracoval v délnickych povolanich, publikoval v samizdatu (mj. roman
Medorek a basnickou sbirku Obrovsky zasnézeny hrbitov).V kvetnu 1988 stal u zrodu nezavislé
iniciativy Ceské déti a sepsal jeji monarchisticky manifest: , Prisli jsme tehdy s néc¢im, co bylo pro
bolseviky naprosto nepochopitelné. Estébdci samozrejmé po tom skocili a nechali manifest uverejnit
v Rudém prdvu. Aby si lidé udélali obrdzek, co jsme zac. A tak tam mezi prohldsenimi brigdd dojicek
a socialistickych tderniki najednou stdlo, Ze my, Ceské déti, vyhlasujeme, Ze ¢eské krdlovstvi trva

a pripravujeme se na pfichod ceského krdle, coZ je nas nejvyssi cil...”

Petr Placak fika, Ze od roku 1988 Zil od jedné protikomunistické demonstrace k druhé a bylo mu
jasné, ze rezim se muze zhroutit pouze pod vytrvalym tlakem verejnosti.V ¢ervnu 1988 organizoval
s prateli letakovou akci proti bourani starého Zizkova. O dva mésice pozdéji Ceské déti spoluvyzvaly
obcany cyklostylovanymi letaky k ucasti na demonstraci k dvacatému vyroci 21. srpna 1968, na niz

pak prisly tisice lidi. Nasledovaly protesty v den vyroci zalozeni republiky 28. fijna 1988.

V lednu 1989, kdyz se pokusil uctit pamatku Jana Palacha a polozit k pomniku sv. Vaclava kvétiny,
byl Placak (uz ponékolikaté) zatéen: ,Sebralimé 15. ledna, jesté nez jsem stacil dojit k pomniku

na Vdclavském ndmésti. Kdyz jsme Cekali s dalsimi lidmi z opozice na fizldrné v Benediktské ulici,
napsal jsem na papirek, zZe se pristi den sejdeme znovu. Mohla za to stuha, kterou jsem mél schovanou
v podsivce kabdtu a na niz bylo napsdno ,Janu Palachovi Ceské déti’ Pislo mi lito, Ze jsem ji nemohl
poloZit na pomnik sv. Vdclava. Tim, Ze se podarilo svolat demonstraci na dalsi den, se spustil retéz

protestu...”

Tyz den vecer Placaka pustili, nasledujici den ho StB zatkla znovu a zustal ve vazbé dva tydny. Pak

byl odsouzen k podmine¢nému trestu.

Dnes je presvedcen, ze demonstrace na Vaclavskem namesti béhem Palachova tydne znamenaly

zasadni zlom v cesté ceské spolecnosti ke svobodé: mj. tim, ze do znacné miry ovlivnily nebo

dokonce zménily mentalitu téch, kdo do té doby pusobili v tzv. Sedé zéné.

Po roce 1989 Petr Placak vystudoval historii na Filozofické fakulté UK, vydal nékolik knih, naposledy

prézu Fizl, za niz dostal cenu Magnesia Litera 2008. Publikuje v ¢eskych denicich a fidi kulturné-

spolecensky studentsky list Babylon.

Petr Placak (son of the Charter 77 spokesman Bedfich Placak) was a member of the youngest
generation of anticommunist opposition; in the late 1980s he was one of organizers of public

events against the regime.

In 1982-1986 he played the clarinet in the band The Plastic People of the Universe. Under incessant
bullying from State Security he worked in various manual professions, he published in samizdat
(the novel Medorek and a collection of poems Obrovsky zasnézeny hrbitov (Huge Snow-covered

Graveyard), among others). In May 1988 he participated in establishing the independent initiative

Czech Children, and he wrote its monarchist manifesto: “At that time we came up with something
which was totally ungraspable for the Bolsheviks. Obviously, State Security jumped at it and they had

the manifesto published in the Rudé prdvo newspaper. In order to let people see for themselves what we
were like. And thus among proclamations from brigades of milkers and socialist shock-workers, suddenly
there appeared our manifesto, stating that we, Czech Children, declared that the Czech kingdom still

lasted, and that we were preparing for the coming of the Czech king, which was our ultimate goal...”

Petr Placak says that from 1988 he was living from one anticommunist demonstration to another,
and that it was clear to him that the regime could collapse only under persistent pressure from

the public. In June 1988 together with his friends they organized a pamphlet campaign against

the demolition of the old Zizkov neighbourhood. Two months later, Czech Children used cyclostyled
pamphlets to invite their fellow citizens to participate in a demonstration on the twentieth
anniversary of August 21, 1968, a gathering to which thousands of people came. Protests on

the day of the foundation of the Czechoslovak Republic on October 28, 1988, followed.

In January 1989, when he attempted to commemorate the memory of Jan Palach and lay flowers

at the monument of St Wenceslas, Petr Placak was arrested (not for the first time): “They arrested me
on January 15th before | even managed to get to the monument on Wenceslas Square. While we waited
together with other people from the opposition movement at the police station in Benedikt Street, | wrote
a note on a piece of paper that we would meet again the following day. It all happened due to a ribbon,
which | hid in the lining of my coat, and on which was written: “Czech Children to Jan Palach. " I felt sorry
| was not able to place it on the St Wenceslas- monument. But we managed to organize a demonstration

for the following day, and this unleashed a chain reaction of protests...”

Placak was released in the evening of the same day, the following day State Security arrested him

again and held him in detention for two weeks. He was then given a suspended sentence.

Today he believes that the demonstrations on Wenceslas Square during Palach Week marked
a turning point on.the Czech society’s road to freedom: among other things by influencing or even

changing the mentality of those who till that time had been active in the so-called grey zone.

After 1989 Petr Placak completed studies of history at the Faculty of Arts at Charles University. He
published several books, the most recent one being the prose work Fizl (Cop), for which he was
awarded the Magnesia Litera Prize in 2008. He writes for various Czech dailies and is in charge of

the cultural-social student newspaper Babylon.

,Poprve jsem si s veskerou vadznosti uvedomil, ze by mohl
reZim padnout, kdyz jsem se dozvédél, Zze komunisté
povolili studentskou demanstraci ke Dni studentstva...
Sedmnadctého listopadu jsem spolu s nékolika dalsimi
lidmi dorazil na Albertov, kdyz uz zacali mluvit récnici.
Projevy byly vesmés dobré, ale ke konci uz shromazdeni
ztrdcelo dynamiku. Nastésti se udélal pruvod... A slo se
na Vysehrad. Vyvolavali jsme: ,Demonstrace kazdy den!’
a,Zitra v sestnact hodin u svatého Vdclaval!; a to s jedinym
cilem: pokud mad mit 17. listopad smysl, musi prerust

v retézovou demonstraci, podobne jako tomu bylo behem
Palachova tydne. Kdyz se potom desetitisicovy zastup lidi
valil po nabrezi, rekl jsem si:,To je jejich konec.”

“The first time I realized with full gravity that the regime
might fall was when | learnt that the communists permitted
a student demonstration on International Students “ Day.
On November 17th we arrived with several other people
to Albertov, the speakers had already begun speaking.
Overall, the speeches were good, but toward the end

the meeting began losing its drive. Fortunately, a march
was organized... And we marched toward Vysehrad. We
shouted: ‘A demonstration every day!  and. “Tomorrow
4 p.m. at St Wenceslas!” All this had only one objective:

if that November 17th was to have some significance, it
needed to overgrow into a chain demonstration, as had
happened during Palach Week. When the ten-thousand-
people crowd rolled along the embankment, | thought:
this is their end.”

Foto / Photo: Petr Neubert
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