Cechoslovaci v gulag

Po témér pul stoleti od konce druhé svétové valky se z politickych duvodd nesmélo pfipomi-
nat, ze mezi ob&tmi politickych represi v Sovétském svazu byli i mnozi Cesi a Seskosloven-
Sti ob¢ané. Dodnes malo zname jejich tragické osudy. Z dochovanych archivnich dokumentu
i ze svédectvi téch nemnoha véznu, jimz se podafilo prezit, vSak vime, Ze byli vystaveni tak-
rka vSem druhUm politickych represi, jez totalitni rezim v Sovétském svazu uplatrioval vudi
svym obyvatellm: véznéni a deportace do pracovnich tabort, povéstnych ,,gulagt®, nasilna
migrace, vysidleni a vyhnanstvi, popravy na zakladé rozhodnuti mimosoudnich organd.

Dosud probihajici vyzkumy potvrzuji, ze z predpokladanych vice nez triceti tisic perzekvova-
nych osob z Uzemi pfedvaleéného Ceskoslovenska jich nejméné pét tisic pochazelo z &es-
kych zemi, tedy z Uzemi dnesni Ceské republiky, a zhruba polovina z nich na nasledky per-
zekuce zemrela.

Lze vymezit nékolik okruhu perzekvovanych osob. Nejvétsi skupinu tvofili prislusnici mist-
ni ceské mensiny, jejichz predkové prisli do Ruska Ci na Ukrajinu hospodarit na pridelenou
pldu jesté za cara. Dalsi Cesi se dostali do Sovétského svazu aZ poté, co bylo Uzemi sta-
tu, ve kterém zili, na pocCatku druhé svetove valky pripojeno k SSSR (polska cast Volyne
a Hali¢e, rumunska Bukovina a Besarabie). N&ktefi Cesi se ocitli v Rusku jako rakousti va-
le€ni zajatci za prvni svétové valky a z rliznych dlvodu zde zustali. Pokud se Uc¢astnili bojl
v ¢eskoslovenskych legiich, pozdgji jim to v ocich sovétskych Uradl velmi pfitizilo. Podobné
se pri¢inou represi stalo tfeba Uspésné hospodareni ¢eskych sedlaku oznacenych za kulaky
a podnikatell oznac¢enych za kapitalisty. V dobé ,Velkého teroru“ na konci tficatych let uz
stadila jako zaminka k represi pouha korespondence s rodinou v Ceskoslovensku.

Také v obdobi mezi svétovymi valkami pfichazely do Sovétského svazu po&etné skupiny Ce-
chu. Nebyli to jen politi¢ti emigranti, Sli tam vétSinou za pracovnimi nabidkami jako specialisté
v fadé primyslovych oboru, hornici, obuvnici, sklafi, pivovarnici nebo &lenové zemédélskych
¢i vyrobnich druzstev. Kromé organizovanych vyjezdu pracovnich ,komun® byla bézna téz
individualni migrace; to vse pak meélo v dobe ,,Spionomanie” tragicky dopad.

Zjevnou represi predstavovalo odvleceni ¢eskoslovenskych obéanl do Sovétského svazu na
konci druhé svetove valky. Slo predevsim o predstavitele ruske, ukrajinské a beloruské emi-
grace, znamé svym odporem k sovetskému rezimu.

Nase vystava se zaméruje predevSim na osudy bézencu, ktefi v letech 1939-1942 hledali
v Sovetskem svazu zachranu pred nemeckym nacismem Ci madarskym fasismem nebo se
chteli aktivne ucastnit boje proti nim a ocitli se v gulazich, z nichz je vysvobodila az amnestie
v souvislosti se vznikem ceskoslovenské jednotky v SSSR. Patrila k nim rada ceskosloven-
skych Zid(l, v&etné uteGencl z nacistického koncentraéniho tabora v Nisku nad Sanem, i ti-
sice obyvatel Podkarpatské Rusi. Mnozi z tech, kteri prezili utrapy gulagu, zanedlouho padli
pfi osvobozovani Ceskoslovenska.
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For almost half a century after WWII it was not possible, for political reasons, to draw atten-
tion to the fact that among the victims of political repression in the Soviet Union there were
many Czechs and Czechoslovak citizens. To this day, we know little of their tragic fate. Ho-
wever, we do know from preserved archive documents and the testimonies of the few pris-
oners that survived that they experienced all the types of political repression that the totali-
tarian regime in the USSR employed against its own citizens: imprisonment and deportation
to labour camps (the notorious Gulags), forced migration, expatriation and banishment, and
executions carried out on the basis of decisions taken by non-court bodies.

The research carried out to date confirms that of the presumed more than 30,000 persecu-
ted individuals from the territory of the pre-war Czechoslovakia, at least 5,000 were from the
Czech lands (the territory of today’ s Czech Republic) and that around half died as the result
of the persecution they underwent.

Several groups of persecuted persons can be defined. The biggest consists of members of
the Czech minority whose ancestors moved to Russia or Ukraine to farm land allocated under
the tsar. Other Czechs found themselves in the Soviet Union after the territory of the state in
which they lived was incorporated into the USSR at the start of WWII (the Polish part of Vo-
lyne and Halice, the Romanian Bukovina and Besarabie). Some Czechs ended up in Russia
as Austrian prisoners of war after WWI, and stayed on for various reasons. If they had fought
in the Czechoslovak Legions, they later experienced difficulties with the Soviet authorities.
Another cause of repression was the success of Czech farmers, who were labelled kulaks,
and business people, who labelled capitalists. During the Great Terror at the end of the 1930s
mere correspondence with relatives in Czechoslovakia became a pretext for repression.

Numerous groups of Czechs also went to the Soviet Union in the interwar years. They were
not only political migrants, however; the majority moved because they received job offers
as specialists in various fields of industry, miners, shoemakers, glassmakers, brewers, or as
members of agricultural or production cooperatives. Alongside organised departures of work
“communes”, individual migration was also common. The “spymania” period had a tragic
impact on these people. Meanwhile, the deportation of Czechoslovak citizens to the USSR
at the end of WWII represented flagrant repression, with the victims predominantly represen-
tatives of Russian, Ukrainian and Belarusian immigrant communities known for their opposi-
tion to the Soviet regime.

This exhibition is primarily focused on the fates of those who in the years 1939-1942 sou-
ght refuge in the Soviet Union from German Nazism and Hungarian fascism, or who actively
wanted to fight against it. They ended up in Gulags, from which they were freed during an
amnesty linked to the creation of a Czechoslovak unit in the USSR. Many were Czechoslovak
Jews, including those who had escaped from a Nazi concentration camp in Poland’ s Nis-
ko, while thousands were inhabitants of Carpathian Ruthenia. A great number of those who
survived the hardship of the Gulags fell soon afterwards in the liberation of Czechoslovakia.
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Rudolf Kolek po zatCeni, 1940

Pohled na taborovy komplex v okoli Vorkuty, kde byly v letech 1939-1943 véznény stovky Cechoslovaku
View of the camp complex around Vorkuta, where hundreds of Czechoslovaks were imprisoned in the period
1939-1943
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Umyvarna v jednom z 1agrli v okolf feky Pegory, kterymi prodlo mnoho Cechoslovak(, 1945
Washroom at one of the labor camps in the vicinity of the Pechora River that many Czechoslovaks passed
through, 1945

Rudolf Kolek after his arrest, 1940
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Umrtni oznameni Rudolfa Kolka z V&rchngizemského lagru v republice Komi, 1942
Death notice of Rudolf Kolek from Verkh-lzhemlag labor camp in Komi Republic, 1942
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Dopis Stefana Klo&uraka z Vorkuty do Prahy, 1955
A letter sent from Vorkuta to Prague by Stefan Klo&urak, 1955





