1967 /1968  Prazské jaro a vojenskd okupace Ceskoslovenska

V obdobi

zelo k obméné funkciondiu. Z nejvyssich postd mizeme jmenovat napfiklad nového prezidenta republiky Ludvika Svobodu ¢ nového generd

et 1967 a 1968 doslo ke kratkému uvolnéni rezimu, jez bylo novinéfi nazvdno Prazskym jarem. Od konce roku 1967 postupné doché-

ni-
ho tajemnika UV KSC Alexandra Dubéeka. Na krétky ¢as byla také obnovena svoboda slova a spole¢nost nastoupila cestu k celkovym politickym
zméndm smérem k demokratizaci. Toto uvolnéni viak nemélo dlouhého trvani, skonéilo v noci z 20. na 21. srpna 1968 vojenskou intervenci vojsk

Vardavské smlouvy na Gzemi Ceskoslovenska.

1967/1968 - Prague Spring and the military occupation of Czechoslovakia

Between 1967 and 1968, there was a brief relaxation of the regime, which journalists called the Prague Spring. From the end of 1967, offici-
als were gradually replaced. Of the highest positions, we can name, for example, the new president of the country, Ludvik Svoboda, or the new
Secretary General of the Communist Party, Alexander Dubéek. For a short time, freedom of speech was also restored and society began on
a path involving overall political changes directed toward democratisation. This liberalisation did not last long, however, and ended on the night

of 20-21 August 1968, with military intervention in Czechoslovakia by Warsaw Pact troops.
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~Pavel K. zcela jasné vylicil, jak dospél ke své vire... Pravi: ,,Rozhodlo posléze, ze pocit podobny mému sdilela znacna
cast spolecnosti a ze se stala organizovanou spolecenskou silou.” Vskutku se stala organizovanou, velmi organizo-

vanou silou; to je zjemnély nazev pro komunistickou stranu. Pavel K., jak se zdaq, ji byl pritazen jako zelezna pilina

magnetem. Prodélaval s ni jeji triumfy i jeji porazky, dobu nadseni i dobu apatie, duchovné se podilel na jejich hri-

sich. Individuum, nachylné k omylim, se prosté podFidilo organizované, velmi organizované casti spolecnosti... Dnes,
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kdyz mladsi generace vycita starsi jeji hfichy a omyly, jichz se dopoustela spolu s ,,organizovanou casti spolecnosti”,
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je Pavel K. jeden z téch, kteFi se citi zasazeni. Snasi kritiku a pta se, jak zni oblibena fraze v téchto casech, zda je tu
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poradan hon na carodéjnice. Bylo by to vskutku nespravedlivé - k nému i k carodéjnicim. Pavel K. a jemu podobni
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nebyli nic tak samostatného jako carodéjnice. Je-li tu néjaky hon, je to spise hon na ocarované.”

Ferdinand Peroutka, (1964)

“Pavel K. quite clearly described how he got his faith... He said: “It was gradually decided that a feeling similar to
mine was shared by a large part of society, and that it had become an organised social force.” Indeed it became an
organised, very organised force; that is a refined name for the Communist Party. Pavel K., it seems, was drawn fo it
like iron filings to a magnet. He went through triumphs with it and its defeats, times of enthusiasm and times of apa-

thy, he took part spiritually in its sins. The individual, prone to error, conformed simply to the organised, very orga-

nised part of society... Today, when the younger generation reproaches its elders for their sins and mistakes, which

Peroutka: ,,No uznejre, mél to ten strary kapitalismus takhle zmechanisovand 2

they committed with the “organised part of society”, Pavel K. is one of those who feels addressed. He tolerates criti-

cism and asks, as a popular phrase of those times would have it, whether a witch-hunt has been organised. It would

be really unfair - to him and to witches. Pavel K. and his ilk were nowhere near as independent as witches. If there

is a hunt, it’'s more a hunt for the bewiiched.”

Ferdinand Peroutka, (1964) Ferdinand Peroutka
(1895 Praha — 1978 New York, USA)





