Sokol v prvnich letech
existence

Sokolové cwvicili nejdrive v soukromém dstavu Jana Malypetra a poté v budové Apolla
v Jeéné ulici, kde v3ak dostali v dubnu 1863 vypovéd. Reseni nabidl JindFich Fiigner,
ktery oznamil prekvapenym clendm vyboru, ze zakoupil parcelu, na které ma vyrist
nova télocvicna. Dvé sté clend jednoty slavnostné vykopalo zaklady 3. cervence 1863.
V budove, kterou projektoval v novorenesancnim slohu znamy architekt Ignac
Ullmann, se zacalo cvicit v prosinci téhoz roku. Budova zlstala Flignerovym
vlastnictvim a podle smlouvy, kterou uzavrel s vyborem télocviéné jednoty, j1 mohli
jeji Clenové uzivat kazdodenné od 18 hodin do pllnoci. Nakladna stavba Fiignera
financéné vycerpala, silné se kvuli n1 zadluzil.

Zakladem c¢innosti jednoty se pochopitelné stala télesna cviceni, ktera organizoval
nacelnik Miroslav TyrS a vedli jeho cvicitelé. Zaroven je vSak nutné podotknout,

ze prakticky po celou dobu existence sokolské organizace od jejiho zalozeni az do
(nora 1948 vice jak polovina dospélého clenstva necvicila. Tito muzi, a od prelomu
19. a 20. stoleti 1 zeny, se podileli na jinych, napfiklad kulturnich aktivitach Sokola
a svym Clenstvim v Sokole pak predevsim manifestovali své vlastenectvi a odhodlani
bojovat a branit zajmy Ceské narodni pospolitosti. V sokolskych jednotach se zahy
ujaly tzv. Sibrinky, tj. maskarni plesy a postupné také ochotnické divadlo.

1 Novostavba télocvicny z roku 1863 fotografovana z hradeb, které stavaly
proti télocvicne

Drevoryt telocvicny Sokola Prazského z roku 1869

Telocvicna Sokola Prazského

Telocvicna Sokola Prazského

Cvicitelsky sbor Sokola Prazského z roku 1870

First Years of Sokol

Sokol members (Sokols) first trained in a private institute that belonged to Jan
Malypetr and later in the building of Apollo on Jecna Street from where, however,
they were given notice to leave in April 1863. Jindfich Fiigner came up with a
solution when he informed the surprised committee members that he had purchased
a lot where a new gymnasium was to be built. Two hundred members of the Union
laid the foundations on 3 July 1863. The building was designed in neo-renaissance
style by Ignac Ullmann, a well-known architect, and opened in December of the
same year. The building remained in Fligner's ownership and the members could use
it every day from 6 p.m. until midnight on the basis of a contract that he concluded
with the Union’s committee. The building was very expensive and Fiigner ran into
serious debt because of it.

The activity of the Union was of course physical training, organised by Chief
Miroslav TyrS and managed by his trainers. However, we also have to point out

that more than half of the adult members of the Union did not exercise throughout
virtually the entire existence of the Sokol movement, from its foundation until
-ebruary 1948. Those men, and from the beginning of the 20th century also women,
participated in other cultural activities of Sokol and they mainly manifested their
patriotism with membership in Sokol and the determination to fight and defend

the interests of Czech national solidarity. The Sokol unions soon started to organise
fancy dress parties, so-called “Sibfinky”, and later amateur theatre.
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1. The new gymnasium from 1863 photographed from the fortification wall
that stood opposite the gym

2. A wood engraving of the Prague Sokol gymnasium, 1869

3. Prague Sokol gymnasium

4. Prague Sokol gymnasium

5. Training staff of the Prague Sokol in 1870
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