PRAGUE THROUGH
THE LENS OF
THE SECRET POLICE

A CAMERA IN THE HANDS OF A SICK
STATE

Robot, 35mm fim, 24x24mm, negativ.

The photographs presented in this exhi-
bition were not created with any artistic
intentions. They were taken by people
who were not looking for artistic glory,
but who were driven by their desire for
power and their need to wield control
over others. They were people who were
morally twisted and wicked at heart. In
spite of this, in providing a most faithful
portrait of the reality of life in Czechoslo-
vakia in the 1970s and 80s, these photo-
graphs have an unusually artistic quality.
The photographers of the Communist
secret police (Statni bezpecnost — StB)
were genuine masters when it came to
capturing all the loathsomeness of ev-
eryday life during the “normalization” era
of hard-line socialist entrenchment that
followed the Soviet-led occupation of
Czechoslovakia in 1968. It’s no wonder.
After all, they were the very people who
who helped create this awful world as part of the Communist machinery of power.

RipmeEssesnsnsss sannnnewu

Their photographs are extraordinary documentary material. Most of them were taken in
such a way that their author had no idea what exactly was being captured in the shot. They
didn’t put the camera to their eye to select the boundaries for the scene they were shoot-
ing, or to compose the entire shot. The camera was hidden under their coat, in a suitcase
or in a handbag. They released the shutter at moments when they felt the “subject” (as the
secret police referred to the people they tailed) of their interest was in front of the hidden
lens. Consequently, these negatives inadvertently contained many details of Prague during
the normalization era that those taking the pictures would have ignored if they had been
photographing in a controlled manner with a viewfinder.

The Prague we see is full of scaffolding, peeling facades and socialist-era cars with two-
stroke engines. A town without tourists, stands, restaurant gardens and advertisements. It
is a grey, dark city with empty streets, at first glance dead. The people walking the streets
of Prague, who were accidentally captured by cameras being used to watch others, have
mostly withdrawn faces, seemingly clouded with fear. If in today’s society there is an up-
surge in sentimental feeling for Gustav Husak’s “dumpling socialism,” then these pictures
offer a glimpse of a completely different Czechoslovakia than that presented in television
series from the normalization era and the pop songs of that period, which portray it as a
time when life was lived “non-stop”.

On the contrary, this is a world that has come to a complete “stop”. In a desperate state
of stasis “life must sink to a biological, vegetable level,” is how Vaclav Havel described this
situation in an open letter to Gustav Husék in 1975: “Despair leads to apathy, apathy to
conformity, conformity to routine performance — which is then quoted as evidence of ‘mass
political involvement.” All this goes to make up the contemporary concept of ‘normal’ be-
havior - a concept which is, in essence, deeply pessimistic.”

It's symbolic: the only people who appear relatively relaxed in the pictures are the “subjects”
of surveillance themselves. They were the ones for whom the political police employed
dozens of people to document even the most banal situations of their private life — who
they were seen with, what they said, what they ate, bought, read, and who they slept with.
Nevertheless, it is evident from the pictures taken throughout this tiresome pursuit that
those being monitored retained their inner freedom. They smile in the pictures, occasion-
ally even grin at the secret photographers when they realize that their constant presence
nearby cannot be simply a coincidence.

An important work of art can also sometimes be created by people of whom it would not
have been expected. Among other things, the 20th century produced psychotics and men-
tally disturbed individuals who were able to use their illness to make artistic statements of
unprecedented intensity. They paint and draw the world as they see it through their eyes.
It is portrayed as a place where love and purity are often trumped by malice and darkness.
The members of the secret police were also sick. They were employees of a psychotic
state apparatus, whose task was to mold other people, gripped by a malevolence that was
meant to remain here forever. And they, too, unwittingly gave expression to their illness,
which from today’s perspective can be seen as an artistic representation of the events of
the time.

The material presented is not intended to change the history of Czech documentary pho-
tography. It will not surpass the testimony concerning the normalization era that has been
submitted by JindFich Streit, Dana Kyndrova, Viktor Kolat, Jaroslav Kudera, Jaromir Cejka,
Markéta LuskaCova and Zdenék Lhoték. Nevertheless, it is an important contribution,
which in many ways adds something valuable to this information.

This exhibition has been prepared
by the Institute for the Study of Totalitarian Regimes
in cooperation with the Security Services Archive.
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PRAHA
OBJEKTIVEM
TAJNE POLICIE

APARAT V RUKOU NEMOCNEHO
APARATU

Fotografie prezentované na této vystavé nevznikaly s zadnym uméleckym zamérem.
Porizovali je lidé nehonici se za vytvarnymi vaviiny, ale Stvani svou touhou po moci, po
ovladani jinych, lidé moralné pokfiveni a v jadru Spatni. Presto jsou jejich fotografie tim
nejvérn&jsim portrétem reality Ceskoslovenska 70.— 80. let, portrétem v tomto ohledu neob-
vyklé umeélecké vahy. V zachycovani normalizacniho vSedniho dne ve v&i jeho ohavnosti
byli fotografové StB opravdovi mistti. Neni divu. Koneckoncl byli to pravé oni, ktefi tuto
odpudivost v ramci komunistického silového aparatu spoluutvareli.

Jejich fotografie jsou vyjimecnym dokumentarnim materialem. Vétsinou totiz vznikaly tak, ze
jejich autor vibec netusil, co presné na snimku zlstane zachyceno. Neprikladal aparat
k oku, jimz by si vybiral hranice scény, jimz by komponoval celkovy zabér. Fotograficky
pristroj mel schovany pod kabatem, v kuffiku nebo kabele a spoust mackal ve chvili, kdy tak
néjak tusil, Ze se objekt (jak estébaci Fikali sledovanym lidem) dostava pred skryty objektiv. Na
negativech tak bezdécné zlstala spousta detailli normalizacni Prahy, které by pfi kontrolo-
vaném fotografovani s hledackem pred ocima autofi snimkt pominuli.

Vidime Prahu plnou leSeni a opryskanych fasad, dvoutaktnich automobil(i, mésto bez turistd,
stankd, restauracnich predzahradek a reklam, mésto Sedé, temné, s préazdnymi ulicemi, na
prvni pohled mrtvé. Lidé prochazejici se Prahou, které fotoaparaty béhem sledovani jinych
osob nahodné zachytily, maji vesmés obliCeje stazené do sebe, jsou zamraceni, jakoby
vystraSeni. Jestlize v soucasné spoleCnosti roste sentiment po Husakoveé ,knedlikovém so-
cialismu®, pak tohle je pohled na UpIng jiné Ceskoslovensko, nez jak nam ho predkladaji
normalizacni serialy a popoveé pisné licici tehdejsi dny jako dobu, kdy se Zilo ,non stop*.

KGB Krasnogorsk, 20mm fiim.

Tohle je svét, ktery se naopak
ocitl ve stavu ,stop”. V zoufalém
bez&asi, onom ,poklesnuti exi-
stence na Uroven biologického
vegetovani“, jak o tom podal

v roce 1975 zpravu Vaclav Havel
v otevfeném dopise Gustavu
Husakovi: ,Beznadéj vede

k apatii, apatie k prizplsobovani,
prizplsobeni k rutinnimu vykonu
(slouzicimu pak za doklad masové
politické aktivity). To vSe dohro-
mady sklada dobovou predstavu
o takzvaném normalnim chovani
— predstavu ve své podstaté
hluboce pesimistickou.

Je to symbolické: jedini, kdo se na snimcich jevi relativné uvolnéné, jsou pravé objekty
sledovani. Ti, na které politicka policie nasazovala desitky lidi, aby dokumentovali i ty
nejbanalngjsi situace z jejich soukromého Zivota; s kym se videéli, co si fikali, co jedl,
nakupovali, Cetli,

s kym spali. Presto je na zabérech vidét, ze i béhem téhle Unavné Stvanice si sledovani
uchovali vnitfni svobodu. Na snimcich se sméji, dokonce obcas i na tajné fotografy, to kdyz
rozpoznali, Ze jejich neustala pritomnost kolem nich nemuze byt jen ndhodna.

Vyznamné umeéleckeé dilo nékdy stvorii lidé, od kterych by se to necekalo. Dvacaté stoleti tak
na vytvarnou scénu privedio mimo jiné psychotiky, dusevnimi poruchami postizené jedince,

ktefi svou nemoc dokazou vyuzit k vytvar-
nému vyjadreni nebyvalé intenzity. Maluji a kresli
svét, jak se jim v jejich vidéni jevi: jako misto,
kde lasku a Cistotu nezfidka prebiji zloba

a temnota. Také prislusnici StB byli nemocni.
Byli to zaméstnanci psychotického aparatu,
ktery nemél na praci nic jiného nez vytvaret
dalsi lidi postizené zasti, ktera tu méla
trvat na vécné Casy. A i oni svou chorobu
nevedomky prevedli do podoby, ktera je z
dnesniho pohledu umeéleckym ztvarnénim
tehdejsiho déni.

KGB Krasnogorsk, 20mm fim

Predkladany materiél si neklade za cil zménit
déjiny Ceské dokumentarni fotografie.
Neprebiji svédectvi o Casech normalizace,
jaké podali Jindfich Streit, Dana Kyndrova,
Viktor Kolar, Jaroslav Kuc¢era, Jaromir Cejka,
Markéta LuskaCova nebo Zdenék Lhotak.
Pridava k nému ale dullezity, v mnohém
nedocenitelny prispévek
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TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE



ACTIVITIES OF THE SURVEILLANCE
DIRECTORATE

According to the directives in effect at the
time, surveillance was a type of counter-
intelligence activity based on the gath-
ering of information on people, items,
subjects and places that were of interest
to specific divisions of the political police.
After the submission of a “Surveillance
Proposal,” the operation was assigned
to the corresponding surveillance sec-
tion, whereupon the number of officers
and necessary technical equipment was
determined (transmitters, still cameras,
film cameras, means of transport, etc.).
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Before setting to work, the servicemen
elaborated a detailed plan, which includ-
ed the code name of the operation, per-
sonal information on the person under
surveillance, compelling facts, a descrip-
tion of the place of residence, workplace
and its environment, and where relevant,
a description of other places where the
person under surveillance might appear,
as well as a proposal for organizing the
surveillance. Included in the plan was a layout of the surroundings of the residence and
workplace of the person under surveillance, which had to include a large amount of de-
tailed information, such as the locations of neighboring buildings, with passageways, or-
chards, parks and streets, locations of bus stops, train stations, phone booths, and so on.
The plan also had to contain the placement of “tails,” service vehicles and “stakeouts.”
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After the plan’s approval, the surveillance group was put together, led by the chief of the
operation. The operation itself was preceded by getting to know the “subject”, from a
photo or other information acquired from operative units. Several surveillance groups of
3-5 members usually participated in the operation. At least two groups were needed for
the surveillance to be efficient; more groups were deployed for important operations. Each
group had at its disposal means of transportation and communication technology.

The shadowing of the person was performed under cover, during the course of which tails
took shifts. Surveillance was carried out in all public places; in places that were not publicly
accessible, it was realized conspiratorially under a suitable guise. When the shift was over,
the chief of the operation elaborated a working summary and placed it in the surveillance
files. Photo documentation and a list of negatives were also produced for each surveillance
operation. When the operation was over, all documents were arranged in chronological
order and compiled in the surveillance file.

In September 1949 the policemen-tails commenced with one camera, which they hardly
knew how to make use of in their operations. In the 1950s the situation gradually improved
— in addition to domestically-produced Mikroma cameras for secret picture-taking, hidden
in briefcases and tobacco pouches, they had at their disposal several “open” Leica cam-
eras. Alimost every working group could thus take photo-documentation.

The approach of policemen-tails in the taking of photo-documention during concrete op-
erations is apparent in the cases of surveillance of Czechoslovak citizens as well as for-
eign citizens presented here. In July 1972, for example, operation “Daf”’ took place, during
which a meeting at the main bus station in Prague was documented. Photographs taken
at a close distance by young agents confirmed, in the words of the political police, a “both-
sided handover, ” or more precisely, a link with exiles. Tails’ camouflaged Robot and Ajax
cameras captured the course of contact at a close distance on DIN 21° fim. In the ensuing
interrogation, the arrested stopped denying and confessed only after presentation of the
photographs.

In September 1974 in operation “Subversive,” an operative part of State Security requested
the surveillance of a representative of the domestic opposition during his trip from Prague
to the Brno trade fair, where he was to give a representative of the Irish firm Loctite written
material that was enemy oriented against the CSSR and intended for (...) those in exile
abroad. The regional surveillance section of the Brno State Security Directorate dispatched
a working group to the trade fair grounds with enough set-up time to create conditions for
successful photo-documentation with hidden cameras, some with telephoto lenses. The
tails were indeed successful, with the aid of a telephoto lens, in capturing the handover of
a blue-green envelope.

In February 1975, in operation “Tennis Player,” the regional surveillance section of the Os-
trava State Security Directorate shadowed a tourist from the Federal Republic of Germany
who was interested in Soviet barracks. From a State Security service vehicle, policemen
took 38 pictures and 90 meters of film footage, in which the activities of the subject and
his “contact” were documented. In addition to military counterintelligence, the KGB depart-
ment in Bruntal had also solicited material.

During the first half of 1976, in operation “Egon,” the Surveillance Directorate was put up
before the task of detecting the escape route of undesirable reports and written materials
from right-wing groups to democratic forces abroad. Tails solved the problem of how to
ensure maximum control over the handover of written materials in the scope of a relatively
spacious park. They found their solution in the installation of television gear into a deep
baby carriage, controlled by a “young married couple.” Officers specialized in the manu-
facture of photo-camouflage produced a reliable “television baby carriage,” enabling them
to take relatively close-up shots from a distance of 15-20 meters and wide shots from an
even greater distance.

In the corresponding archival collection of the Security Services Archive, thousands if not
tens of thousands of photographs and negatives taken in a host of further operations
remain as enclosures to the 7,693 preserved files. These photographs serve not only as
mute witnesses to the levelled-out environment of totalitarian society and to the surveilled
“subjects” — a violation of their individual rights — but also as a distinct testimony to their
anonymous authors.

CINNOST SPRAVY SLEDOVANI

Podle platnych smérnic bylo sledovani druhem kontrarozvédné ¢innosti, ktera spocivala
v ziskavani informaci k osobam, vécem, objektdm a prostorlim, jeZ byly predmétem zajmu
uréenych Utvar( politické policie. Po predlozeni ,Navrhu na sledovani“ byla akce pridélena
prislusnému odboru sledovani a rozhodnuto o poctu prislusniki a potfebnych technickych
prostfedcich (vysilacky, fotoaparaty, kamery, dopravni prostredky apod.).

NezZ prislusnici zahdjili sledovani, pripravili jeho podrobny plan, obsahuijici kryci jméno akce,
osobni Udaje sledované osoby, zavazné poznatky, charakteristiku mista bydlisté, mista
a okoli zaméstnani a Udaje o pracovni dobé sledovaného, pfipadné popis dalSich mist,
kde se dotycny pohyboval, a dale navrh na organizaci sledovani. Pfipojen byl i nakres okoli
bydlisté a zaméstnani sledované osoby, ktery musel obsahovat mnoho podrobnych tdajd,
napr. polohu okolnich budov s prlichody, sady, parky a ulicemi, mista zastavek autobus(,
nadrazi, telefonnich pristrojli apod. Plan musel obsahovat i rozmisténi sledovac, sluZzebnich
voz(l a opérnych bodd.

Po schvéleni planu byla sestavena sledovaci skupina, kterou ved! nacelnik sledovaci akce.
Samotné akci prfedchazelo tzv. poznani ,,objekta“ pomoci fotografie ¢i informaci ziskanych
od operativnich Utvart. Na sledovani se vétsinou podilelo nékolik sledovacich skupin zpravidla
o tfech az péti Clenech. Pro efektivni sledovani bylo zapotfebi nejméné dvou skupin, na
dulezité akce jich bylo nasazovano vice. Kazda skupina disponovala dopravnimi prostredky
a spojovaci technikou.

Sledovani osoby bylo provadéno utajené, v prlibéhu sledovani se jednotlivi sledovadi stidali.
Sledovani probihalo na vSech verejnych mistech, v neverejnych prostorach se uskutecrovalo
pod vhodnou zaminkou konspirativng. Po skonceni smény zpracoval nacelnik sledovaci
akce pracovni svodku, ktera se zakladala do spisu sledovani. Ke kazdé sledovaci akci byla
porizovana rovnéz fotodokumentace a prehled negativi. Po skonceni akce byly vSechny
pisemnosti chronologicky sefazeny a spojeny do svazku sledovani.

V zaf 1949 zacinali prislusnici — sledovaci s jedinym fotoaparatem, ktery v akcich neuméli
prilis vyuzit. V padesatych letech 20. stoleti se situace postupné zlepSovala — kromé
fotoaparatli domaci vyroby zn. Mikroma pro tajné fotografovani, ukrytych v aktovkéach a
vaccich na tabak, méli k dispozici nékolik ,,otevienych fotopristrojli typu Leica. Témér kazda
pracovni skupina tak mohla provadét fotodokumentaci.

Reslts of the NIKON camera's use; pictures taken from the VAZ 2101 vehicle.
Vysledky pouzivini fotoaparatu NIKON z vozu VAZ 2101

Postup prislusnikdl — sledovact pii pofizovani fotodokumentace v konkrétnich akcich je
patrny v prezentovanych pripadech sledovani ¢eskoslovenskych obdéand i cizich statnich
prislusnikd. V cervenci 1972 napiiklad probéhla akce ,Daf, béhem niz byla provedena do-
kumentace schiizky na autobusovém nadrazi v Praze. Fotografie z bezprostiedni blizkosti
porizené mladymi prislusniky potvrdily slovy politické policie ,oboustrannou predavku®, resp.
spojeni s emigraci. Sledovadi fotoaparaty zn. Robot a Ajax v kamuflech z bezprostredni bliz-
kosti zachytili préibéh kontaktu na film o citlivosti 210 din(l. Po néasledné realizaci a vyslechu
prestala zatCena zapirat teprve po predlozZeni fotografii a priznala se.

V z&fi 1974 pozadala operativni soucast Statni bezpecnosti v akci ,Rozvratnik” o sledovani
predstavitele domaci opozice béhem jeho cesty z Prahy na brnénsky veletrh, kde mél
zéstupci irské firmy Loctite ,predat pisemny material, nepratelsky zaméfeny proti CSSR a
uréeny (...) zahraniéni emigraci“. Krajsky odbor sledovani Spravy Statni bezpecnosti Brno
s predstihnem vyslal na vystavisté pracovni skupinu s cilem vytvorit si podminky pro fotodo-
kumentaci se skrytymi fotoaparaty a fotoaparaty s teleobjektivem. Sledovadiim se opravdu
podafilo za pomoci teleobjektivu zachytit pfedani modrozelené obalky.

Krajsky odbor sledovani spravy Statni bezpecnosti Ostrava v Unoru 1975 realizoval v akci
»lenista” sledovani turisty ze Spolkové republiky Némecko, jenz se zajimal o sovétska
kasérna. Ze sluZzebniho vozu Statni bezpecnosti prislusnici poridili 38 snimk a 90 metrd
filmového materiélu, na némz byly dokumentovany aktivity ,,objekta“ i jeho stykl. Materiél si
kromé vojenské kontrarozvédky vyZadalo také oddéleni KGB v Bruntale.
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View under the vehicle's hood, with mounted camera.
Celkovy pohled do vozu s namontovanym fotoaparatem.

Close-up of the installed camera.
Detailni zébér umisténsho fotoaparétu,

V prvni poloviné roku 1976 byla sprava sledovani v akci ,Egon” postavena pred Ukol ,odhalit
kandl Uniku nezadoucich zprav a pisemnych materiéld od pravicovych skupin® do demo-
kratického zahranici. Sledovadi resili problém, jak zajistit maximalni kontrolu predavky
pisemnych materialll v prostoru pomérné rozlehlého parku. Redeni nalezli v instalaci tele-
vizni soupravy do hlubokého détského kocarku, kterou ovladala ,,dvojice mladych manzeld“.
Prislugnici specializovani na vyrobu fotokamuflli vyrobili spolehlivy ,televizni koCéarek®,
umoZnujici potizovani pomérné detailnich zabérd ze vzdalenosti 15-20 metrl a celkovych
i z vetsi dalky.

V prislusném archivnim fondu Archivu bezpecnostnich slozek zlstaly v pfilohach 7693 za-
chovanych svazkd mimo jiné tisice az desetitisice fotografii a negativil ziskanych v rfadé
dalsich akci. Tyto fotografie nejsou pouze némymi svedky nivelizovaného prostredi totalitni
spole¢nosti ¢i sledovanych ,objekt(“, porusovani jejich osobnich prav, ale také vyraznou

vypovédi o jejich anonymnich autorech.
Anna Pavlikova



ORGANIZATION OF THE
SURVEILLANCE DIRECTORATE

One of the most interesting bodies of the Czechoslovak Communist political police — the
State Security Service (Statni bezpe&nost — StB) — was the Surveillance Directorate (Sprava
sledovani) and its predecessors. Its founding nucleus, numbering 14 men, came into being
on March 1, 1948, shortly after the Communist putsch.

Much like a host of other security services, the State Security Service went through tem-
pestuous organizational and personnel development. At first, surveillance issues were con-
centrated in the so-called BA Sector, which operated within the scope of Group | (Security).
After the merger of the Ministry of National Security and the Ministry of the Interior in the
fall of 1953, the body was incorporated within the units of the Ministry headquarters with
the cover name 7th Directorate of the Ministry of the Interior; corresponding surveillance
sections existed in the regions.

From small, specialized State Security units within the Ministry of the Interior, an inde-
pendent and comparatively well staffed body — the Surveillance Directorate — developed,
cooperating closely with other constituent parts of the political police. Until 1956, in ad-
dition to surveillance, this division had the authority to place people under arrest or carry
out house searches. The secret shadowing of designated people was carried out by the
Section 1 (surveillance), staffed by around 200 servicemen, whose numbers continuously
increased in proportion to the augmenting workload (by 1955, it had gained an additional
50 staff members).

In 1964, the 7th Directorate was transformed into the Directorate of Surveillance and De-
fense of Representative Bodies of Capitalist States of the Ministry of the Interior of the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic (with the code name 4th Directorate). Four sections were
dedicated to physical surveillance, with their activities divided up by area of interest (em-
bassies of capitalist states, foreigners holding visas, foreign agencies, enemies from among
Czechoslovak citizens).

In the spring of 1969, after the suppression of the Prague Spring, the 4th Directorate of
the StB Main Directorate was incorporated into the newly created Federal Directorate of
Intelligence Services. In spite of this modification in the organizational scheme, however,
its activities carried on unchanged. After the dissolution of the Federal Directorate of Intel-
ligence Services in 1971, the Surveillance Directorate became an independent unit of the
executive administration of the Federal Ministry of the Interior (FMV), with the code name
4th Directorate of the FMV.

In December 1980, Czechoslovak Socialist Republic Ministry of the Interior leadership is-
sued a new organizational code for the Surveillance Directorate, in Order No. 55/1980.
The main activity of the Directorate — secret surveillance — continued undisturbed without
regard to the organizational changes, which were largely partial adjustments related to the
enlargement of the Directorate by an additional section, or redistribution of power among
particular units.

Slight changes in the 4th Directorate’s structure later took place with Chief of the 4th SNB
Directorate’s issuance of Order No. 11/1986. These were basically cosmetic changes in
the names of particular departments; the surveillance sections were not significantly af-
fected.

The final modification of the internal organization of the Surveillance Directorate occurred in
the groundbreaking year 1989, on the basis of Order No. 8/1989, issued by its chief on
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Technical gear before its installation in the briefcase.
Souprava technickyjch prostredkd pied ulozenim do kuffkové aktovky:

Shopping bag with recording equipment.
Nékupni kabela s nahrévacim zarizenim.
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The activities of the surveillance sections,
the main pillars of the operative activity of
the Surveillance Directorate, were focused
as follows:

Section 1 - its officers chiefly followed
members of diplomatic and military staffs,
assumed operatives of Western intelligence
services. They also determined the identi-
ties of all visitors to embassies.

Section 2 — with the help of their predeces-
sor “tails” in retirement, now in the role of

Technical gear installed in the briefcase.
Ulozené technicks prostrecky v kuffikové aktovce.

secret collaborators, its officers watched the daily routine of select Western embassies and
missions of the “third world” from their stationary posts, and “detected” and monitored
people of interest from the range of their personnel and visitors.

Section 3 - its officers carried out the surveillance of so-called enemy individuals, especially
persons from the ranks of the dissidence, the church, signatories of Charter 77 and mem-
bers of other “enemy” organizations.

Section 4 - its officers managed secret collaborators (agents) employed in designated res-
taurants and hotels that were mainly frequented by foreigners. With their help, for instance,
listening devices were installed in hotel rooms.

Technical support was provided by Section 5, which provided and maintained operative
and intelligence technology, and was authorized to conduct and process photo documen-
tation of discrete operations. The remainder of the Surveillance Directorate consisted of
the Organizational and Operation Section, the Chief’s Internal Affairs, the Personnel De-
partment, the Defense Group, the Management and IT Section, and the Department of
Essential Preparation and Economic Section.

In 1989, the Surveillance Directorate of the SNB operated in the force of 795 State Security
officers. Before its dissolution, it was capable of shadowing not only 523 Czechoslovak and
other state officers (some even repeatedly), but also a whole range of stationary premises,
including twelve embassies.

ORGANIZACE SPRAVY
SLEDOVANI

Jednim z nejzajimaveéjSich Utvar( Ceskoslovenské komunistické politické policie, Statni
bezpecnosti, byla Sprava sledovani a jeji predchidci. Jeji zarodek v poc¢tu 14 muzl vznikl
kratce po komunistickém pudi, dne 1. bfezna 1948.

Stejné jako fada dalSich bezpecnostnich slozek prosel tento Utvar bourlivym organizaénim
i personalnim vyvojem. Nejprve se problematika sledovani soustfedila do tzv. sektoru BAa,
ktery fungoval v ramci Skupiny | (Bezpecnost). Po slouceni ministerstva narodni bezpecnosti
s ministerstvem vnitra na podzim 1953 byl Utvar zaclenén mezi Utvary centraly ministerstva s
krycim nazvem VII. sprava MV; v krajich zaroven existovaly prislusné odbory sledovani.

Z malé specializované slozky Statni bezpec¢nosti v ramci ministerstva vnitra se postupné
stala samostatna, personalné pomeérnée rozsahla Sprava sledovani, Uzce spolupracujici s
ostatnimi soucastmi politické policie. Vedle sledovani mél Utvar az do roku 1956 opravnéni
zatykat osoby Ci provadét domovni prohlidky. Samotné tajné sledovani uréenych osob
provadél

|. odbor (sledovaci), ve kterém plisobilo kolem 200 prislusnikl a jehoZ pocetni stavy se
v souvislosti s pracovni vytizenosti nadéle rozristaly (v roce 1955 o 50 prislusnikd vice).

Baby carriage KT - 1
Kocérek KT - 1.

View of the TV camera installed in the basket of the baby carriage.
Pohled na umisténi TV kamery v kosatiné kocarku.

Frontal view of the carriage’s decorative round openings; the far right one used as the
TV camera’s sightine.
Celni pohled na ozdobné kulaté otvory, pravy kajnije pousit jako vyhled pro TV kameru.

Placement of the remote control TV equipment in the carriage’s side pocket.
Umisténi dalkového oviddéni TV zafizeni v postranni kapse kocarku

V roce 1964 v ramci reorganizace ministerstva vnitra byla VII. sprava transformovana na
Spravu sledovani a ochrany zastupitelskych Gradi kapitalistickych staté MV CSR (s krycim
nazvem IV. sprava). Fyzickému sledovani se jiz vénovaly celkem Ctyfi odbory, jejichz ¢innost
byla roz¢lenéna podle zajmovych oblasti (zastupitelské Grady kapitalistickych statd, vizovi
cizinci, cizinecké agentury, nepratelské osoby z fad ¢s. statnich obcand).

Na jafe 1969, po potlaceni PraZzského jara, se IV. sprava Hlavni spravy Statni bezpecnosti
zadlenila do nové vzniklé Federalni spravy zpravodajské sluzby. Bez ohledu na zménu
v organiza¢nim schématu pokracovala jeji ¢innost ve stejném zaméreni. Po zruseni Federal-
ni spravy zpravodajské sluzby v roce 1971 se Sprava sledovani stala samostatnym Utvarem

vykonného aparatu federalniho ministerstva vnitra (krycim nazvem IV. sprava FMV).

V prosinci roku 1980 vedeni ministerstva vnitra CSSR swm rozkazem &. 55/1980 vy-
dalo novy organizacni rad Spravy sledovani. Hlavni ¢innost Utvaru, tedy tajné sledovani,
pokragovala bez ohledu na organiza¢ni zmény nerusené dale. Vétsinou totiz slo o diléi Upra-
vy souvisejici s rozsifenim Spravy sledovani o dalsi odbor anebo prerozdélenim pravomoci
mezi jednotlivymi slozkami.

Nepatrné zmeény struktury se IV. sprava dockala vydanim rozkazu nacéelnika IV. spravy SNB
¢. 11/1986. V podstaté Slo o kosmetické zmény v nazvech jednotlivych souéasti spravy,
sledovacich odborl se vyrazné nedotkly.

K posledni Uprave vnitini podoby Spravy sledovani doslo v prelomovém roce 1989 na
zakladé rozkazu nacelnika spravy ¢. 8/1989 z 20. ledna 1989.

Cinnost sledovacich odbor(i, hlavnich pilit¢i operativni innosti Spravy sledovani, byla
zamérena na:

1. odbor - jeho pfislusnici sledovali osoby, zejména pak pfislusniky diplomatického &i vojen-
ského persondlu, respektive predpokladané pracovniky zapadnich zpravodajskych sluzeb.
Kromé toho zjistovali totoZnost veskerych navstév zastupitelskych tradd.

2. odbor - jeho prislugnici za pomoci svych predchldc, sledovacl v dichodu, nyni v roli
tajnych spolupracovnikd, sledovali ze statickych post( rezim vybranych zapadnich zastupi-
telskych Uradd i misi ze tfetiho svéta, takzvané zachytavali a sledovali zajmové osoby z fad
jejich personalu i navstévnikd.

3. odbor - jeho prislusnici realizovali sledovani tzv. nepréatelskych osob, zejména osob z rad
disentu, cirkve, signatar(i Charty 77 a ¢lend ostatnich ,nepréatelskych® organizaci.

4. odbor - jeho pfislunici Fidili tajné spolupracovniky (agenty) zaméstnané ve vybranych
restauracich a hotelech, kde byli ubytovavani zejména cizi statni pfislusnici. S jejich pomoci
pak do hotelovych pokojli nasazovali napfiklad odposlechy.

Technickou podporou odbor( sledovani poskytoval 5. odbor, ktery zajistoval a udrzoval
v provozu operativni a zpravodajskou techniku; do jeho kompetence spadalo také porizovani
a zpracovani obrazové dokumentace z jednotlivych akci. Zbytek Spravy sledovani se skladal
z organizacniho a operac¢niho odboru, inspekce nacelnika, kadrového oddéleni, skupiny
obrany, odboru fizeni a vypoc&etni techniky, oddéleni zakladni pfipravy a ekonomického
odboru.

V roce 1989 pUsobila Sprava sledovani Sboru narodni bezpecnosti v sile 795 prislusnikd
Statni bezpecnosti. Pfed svym zruSenim byla schopna sledovat 523 Eeskoslovenskych i
jinych statnich prislusnikd (nékteré opakované), ale také celou fadu dalSich statickych
objektl, véetné dvanacti zastupitelskych tradd.

Pavel Zagek
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ALICE 84
surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Xavier ROUARD, Praha 1984

“On 8/23/1984 at 8:34 a.m., Alice 84 was detected and identified while leaving his apart-
ment. The detection and identification were accomplished based on the photo of comrade
Hlavacek, who handed the subject over to the working group for further surveillance. Detec-

tion and identification were accomplished without disruption of the operation.” PRAGUE THROUGH P i
THE SECRET POLICE TAJNE POLICIE

“Dne 23.8.1984 v 08.34 hodin byl zachycen a poznan objekt Alice 84 pfi opousténi své- P‘%'IE' Thyps

ho bydlisté. Zachyt a poznani bylo provedeno dle fota s. Hlavackem, ktery predal objekt k TOP SECRET kE

dalsimu sledovani pracovni skuping. Zachyt a poznani probéhlo bez narugeni akce.” SURVEILLANCE SLEDOVANIi



ALl

surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Alena HROMADKOVA, Praha 1984 — 1987

“The above-mentioned actively par:[icipates in the carrying out of enemy activities against the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic (CSSR), through the production, translation and reproduc-
tion of enemy materials. In the context of her enemy activity she maintains extensive contacts
abroad.”

“Jmenovana se aktivné podili na provadéni nepratelské cinnosti proti CSSR, a to zejmé-
na tvorbou, prekladanim a rozepisovanim nepratelskych materiald. V souvislosti se svou
nepratelskou ¢innosti udrZuje Cetné styky do zahranici.”

PRAGUE THROUGH
THE LENS OF
THE SECRET POLICE

TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE

PRAHA
OBJEKTIVEM
TAJNE POLICIE

Piighg
THE 14,
SLEDOVANI



ALICE 85

surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Stephane Rene Yves COCHET, Praha 1985

“He frequently turns around to look at passersby while walking. The subject’s behavior is
calm, without traces of restraint. In the late morning hours the subject was seen while walking
with his children in the courtyard of the forementioned institution. The entire working group
knows the subject.”

“Béhem své chlize se Casto otadi, diva se po kolemjdoucich. Chovani objekta je klidné, bez
znamek kontroly. V dopolednich hodinach byl objekt vidén, jak se prochazi s détmi na dvore
uvedené instituce. Objekta zna celd pracovni skupina.”

PRAGUE THROUGH
THE LENS OF
THE SECRET POLICE

TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE

PRAHA
OBJEKTIVEM
TAJNE POLICIE

Piigh
T g
SLEDOVANI
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BRIT Il
surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Timothy GARTON ASH, Praha 1985

“The forenamed was banned from the Polish People’s Republic in 1981 for his anti-socialist
activities. The goal of the implemented measures is to ascertain his activity, behavior and con-
tacts carried out during his stay in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic (CSSR). More detailed

. : n i ” PRAGUE THROUGH PRAHA
information and particulars will be taken up personally. THE LENS OF OBJEKTIVEM
THE SECRET POLICE TAJNE POLICIE

“Jmenovany byl za svoji protisocialistickou ¢innost vyhostén v roce 1981 z PLR. Cilem
provadénych opatfeni je zjisténi jeho Cinnosti, projevl a stykd, které uskutecni béhem pobytu TOP SECRET
v CSSR. Bliz&i informace a podrobnosti budou projednany osobng.” SURVEILLANCE




PHILOSOPHER 3/ FILOZOF 3

surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Zdenék NEUBAUER, Praha 1984 — 1986

“Concerning the organizer of philosophy lectures for persons from Charter 77 and anti-social-
ist forces. Meetings of the aforesaid persons are irregularly conducted in the apartment of the
subject in Prague 4, where |. HAVEL, HEJDANEK, R. PALOUS, M. PALOUS, D. KROUPA and
others should gather. The goal of surveillance is to document (photo) persons coming to the
apartment, possibly identify them, and further measures on agreement.”

“Jedna se o organizatora filozofickych pfednasek uréenych pro osoby z CH-77 a antisoc. sily.
Schiizky uvedenych osob jsou nepravidelné konéany v byté objekta na Praze 4, kam by méli
dochézet |. HAVEL, HEJDANEK, R. PALOUS, M. PALOUS, D. KROUPA aj. Cilem sledovani je
zdokumentovat (foto) osoby dochézejici do bytu, pripadné ztotoZznéni osob a déle dle
dohody.”

PRAGUE THROUGH
THE LENS OF
THE SECRET POLICE

TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE

PRAHA
OBJEKTIVEM
TAJNE POLICIE

Pijspg
SLEDOVANI



PALACE 1 / PALAC 1
surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Frantisek TOMASEK, Praha 1985 — 1988

“Execution of documentation of Cardinal Tomasek’s departure from St. Vitus Cathedral to
the Archbishop’s Palace, with a focus on individuals who will try to make personal contact
with him. Document the negative expressions especially of individuals who will react with ap-
plause, shouts or chanting.”

“Provedeni dokumentace odchodu kardinala Tomaska z katedraly sv. Vita do Arcibiskupského
palace se zamérenim na osoby, které se budou snazit s nim navazat osobni kontakt. Doku-
mentovat negativni projevy jedincd, které se budou projevovat zejména tleskanim, vykfiky

a skandovanim.”

PRAGUE THROUGH PRAHA
THE LENS OF OBJEKTIVEM
THE SECRET POLICE TAJNE POLICIE

TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE
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PARISIAN / PARIZANKA
surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Suzette GAZAGNE, Praha 1984 — 1985

“On 2/9/1984 at 7:50 a.m., PARISIAN was captured in a photo taken by comrade Svoboda
while leaving her apartment at NeSporova Street no. 573. He passed PARISIAN on to com-
rade Stastny’s working group for further surveillance. Detection and handover took place
without incident. Behavior of the subject is calm, without traces of restraint.”

“Dne 9.2.1984 v 07.50 hodin byla PARIZANKA zachycena dle fota pfi opousténi svého
bydlisté v ul. Neéporgva ¢. 573 s. Svobodou. Tento predal PARIZANKU dalSimu sledovani
pracovni skuping s. Stastného. Zachyt a predani probéhlo bez zavad. Chovani objekta je

klidné, bez znamek kontroly.”

PRAGUE THROUGH
THE LENS OF
THE SECRET POLICE

TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE

PRAHA
OBJEKTIVEM
TAJNE POLICIE

Prjsps
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SLEDOVANI
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PETRA

surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Véra VRANOVA, Praha 1980 — 1986

“From the subject’s behavior it was obvious that she is quite nervous and during her move-
ment she displays amateur restraint. This consisted of unfounded turning around to look
behind her. She smoked a considerable amount while walking.”

“Z chovani objekta bylo zfejmé, Ze je dosti nervdzni a béhem pohybu provadi laickou kontrolu.
Tato spodivala v bezdlivodném otaceni za sebe. Béhem pohybu dosti kourila.”

PRAGUE THROUGH
THE LENS OF
THE SECRET POLICE

TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE

PRAHA
OBJEKTIVEM
TAJNE POLICIE

Prjspg
SLEDOVANI



AFRIKAN
surveilled subject / sledovany obijekt : Zdenék CERVENKA, Praha 1984

»The forementioned is in close contact with leading Czechoslovak emigrés in Sweden, and
during his stay in the CSSR will maintain contacts with Czechoslovak citizens in order to
acquire information and impart instructions. For these reasons, | request the identification
and detection of these contacts (photo documentation), including the tracking of their further
activities (telephone calls, vehicle license plate numbers, mail boxes).”

,Jmenovany je Uzkym stykem &elné &s. emigrace ve Svédsku a pHi svém piijezdu do CSSR
bude provadét kontakty na nékteré &s. ob&any za Ucelem ziskavani informaci a predavani in-
strukei. Z téchto dlivodd zadam o zjidténi a ustanoveni t&chto jeho stykd (fotodokumentace),
vCetné podchyceni dalsi ¢innosti (telefony, SPZ vozidel, poStovni schranky).”

PRAGUE THROUGH
THE LENS OF
THE SECRET POLICE

TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE

PRAHA
OBJEKTIVEM
TAJNE POLICIE
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ALFA 1
surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Hiroshi GOKAN, Praha 1985

»The subject was under the surveillance of servicemen during the entire period of his move-
ment, with the exception of the places mentioned in the report. The subject’s behavior is
calm; due to the short duration of his movement on foot, there is no further information. The
entire working group knows the subject.”

,Objekt byl po celou dobu pohybu pod kontrolou pracovnikll, mimo mist uvedenych ve
zpravé. Chovani objekta je klidné, pro kratkost pésino pohybu jinych poznatkd neni. Objekta
zné cela pracovni skupina.”

PRAGUE THROUGH
THE LENS OF
THE SECRET POLICE

TOP SECRET
SURVEILLANCE

PRAHA
OBJEKTIVEM
TAJNE POLICIE
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DOKTOR A
surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Zdenék PINC, Praha 1978

4As a Charter 77 signatory, PINC exerts influence among young people and is used as an in-
termediary between right-wing exponents. He does not come to work, but fulfills his respon-
sibilities at home. The goal of surveillance is to detect and document his contacts, pinpoint

PRAGUE THROUGH PRAHA

his daily regime, confiscate his mail and determine addresses.” THE LENS OF OBJEKTIVEM
THE SECRET POLICE TAJNE POLICIE
,PINC jako signatai CH 77 pUsobi mezi mladezi a je vyuZivan jako spojka mezi pravicovymi P "i-?HE' Ty
exponenty. Do svého zaméstnani nedochazi. Pracovni tkoly plni doma. Cilem sledovani je TOP SECRET A
ustanoveni a zadokumentovani stykt, stanoveni denniho rezimu, zajisténi posty a zjistovani SURVEILLANCE SLEDOVANI

adres.”



PRODUCENT 1
surveilled subject / sledovany objekt : Milos FORMAN, Praha 1982

,The subject will reside in the hotel ,U tii pstrosd” in Prague. The goal is to document the
subject’s relations with enemy-oriented individuals from film and theater, his relations with
representatives of the enemy groups Charter 77 and VONS, and to ascertain his activity dur-

. ; p PRAGUE THROUGH PRAHA
ing non-working hours. THE LENS OF OBJEKTIVEM
THE SECRET POLICE TAJNE POLICIE

,Objekt bude ubytovan v hotelu ,U tfi pstrost” v Praze. Cilem je dokumentace styk(l objekta
s nepratelsky orientovanymi osobami z fimu, divadel, styky na predstavitele nepratelskych TOP SECRET
seskupeni CH — 77 a VONS, zjisténi jeho pobytu v mimopracovni dobé.“ SURVEILLANCE




