PANEL 1

Agreements

with “friends”

The Czechoslovak security forces started being created in April
1945 under the strong Soviet influence, which was enhanced

by systematic background check of the Communist party when
appointing their personnel in various offices. Even before the take-
over of power in February 1948, the leading officials of Public Secu-
rity, State Security, Military Intelligence and security forces were in
touch with Soviet residents. Their position strengthened markedly
in the course of the year 1948 during intensifying struggle against
“reaction” and the following preparations of political trials.

It was in connection with the trials that the communist political
leadership invited first advisors to the Czechoslovak security forc-
es in October 1949 (Makarov, Lichachov), who gradually created
a system of full dependence on the Soviet model. Apart from work
in advisory bodies of the Ministry of Interior - led by Vladimir
Boyarski, Alexei D. Beschasnov and later by Pavel N. Medvedey,
they took part in direct execution of operative work and assisted
in investigations.

In 1956, in connection with 20th Session of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party of the USSR, the number of advisors
at the Ministry of Interior dropped to fifty and after February
1957 to only thirty-three. Their authority to decide directly was
weakened significantly by the agreements concluded at the end
of 1958. The Soviet headquarters changed the form of rule of the
security forces of their satellites and in compliance with bilateral
agreements passed the responsibility to the representatives of
the Czechoslovak Ministry of Interior.

At the turn of the 1950s and 1960s, the first detailed negotiations
about espionage and counterespionage cooperation in Czechoslo-
vakia and abroad were held, in which the leading representatives
of Committee for State Security (KGB) at the Council of Ministers
set up-to-date priorities for the Czechoslovak party.

In the second half of the 1960s, General Mikhail G. Kotov, the
head advisor, was appointed as the head of the Soviet office. He
and some of his colleagues played crucial role in preparations of
the invasion to Czechoslovakia in August 1968.

The Soviet role remained the same even under the head advi-

sor General ].T. Sinicyn (1970-1981). The KGB leadership kept on
affecting the organization changes in the Czechoslovak security
forces, took control of agents operative work, made use of the
most crucial information resources, carried out common activi-
ties. The Soviet position was reinforced by the deployment of
Central Group of Forces in Czechoslovakia and by the relevant
troops of State Security subordinated to special KGB division
located in Milovice.

This state lasted till 1989 when the operational and political
situation changed in both Czechoslovakia and Soviet Union.
Extensive organizational changes did not help either Soviet or
Czechoslovak State Security. The Soviet advisors, led by Major
General Valentin B. Lvov were forced to leave their offices within
ten days after November 17, 1989. The agreement between KGB
and the new leadership of the Ministry of Interior as of February
1990 was not executed.

01 The first complex agreement on cooperation between
Ministry of Interior of CSSR and the KGB at the Council of
Ministers of the USSR was signed on July 2, 1962 by Lubomir
Strougal and Vladimir Jefimovich Semichastny

02 By means of a Protocol on Cooperation between Federal
Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Interior of the USSR
as of May 25, 1984, Vratislav Vajnar and Vitali Vasilevich
Fedorchuk set the conditions of internships of staff of the two
ministries

03 0n April 29, 1987, the Minister of Interior of CSSR Vratis-
lav Vajnar together with the Minister of Interior of the USSR

A. Vlasov confirmed minute plan of scientific-technical coop-
eration in the sphere of special technology.

04 On February 10, 1972 the Minister of Interior of CSSR R.
Kaska and the KGB Chairman Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov
signed further agreement on cooperation of the State Security
forces

05 The last agreement on cooperation was signed on August
30, 1989 in Moscow by the Federal Minister of Interior Fran-
tisek Kincl and the KGB Chairman Vladimir Aleksandrovich
Kryuchkov

A Minister of Interior Lubomir Strougal (1961 - 1965)

B Minister of Interior Vratislav Vajnar (1983 - 1988)

C Minister of Interior Radko Kaska (1970 - 1973)

D KGB Chairman Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov (1967 - 1982)

E KGB Chairman Vladimir Aleksandrovich Kryuchkov
(1988 - 1991)

F Minister of Interior Franti$ek Kincl (1988 - 1989)








