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PANEL 6

Disinformation 
and active measures

Special workplaces of the I. Main Administration of KGB coop-
erated with identically focused sections of the satellite services 
to produce huge quantities of false or targeted information. 
The Soviet bloc used disinformation and other active measures 
aimed against the main rival countries in the fi elds of politics, 
military affairs, and even science. The purpose of such mea-
sures was to infl uence the positions and actions of individuals, 
groups, and populations of specifi c areas of interest or deci-
sion-making centres in favour of the communist bloc’s foreign 
policy.
The I. Administration of the MoI was the fi rst section of the 
State Security to launch systematic infl uence measures, ex-
panding the specialised intelligence workplace to form the 8th 
Section of Active Measures in 1964 (restructured into the 36th 
Section after 1971). Small DEZO workplaces were also built at 
the counter-intelligence administration and military counter-
intelligence during the 1960’s. Their activity was coordinated 
with a similar apparatus of the intelligence administration of 
the General Staff of the Czechoslovak People’s Army and con-
trolled by the disinformation apparatus of the Soviet security 
forces.
The relevant directive defi ned the “infl uence policy” as a sum 
of measures aimed to support or promote the interests of the 
communist Czechoslovakia as well as the entire Soviet bloc. 
The activities included confi dential active measures, the sug-
gestions for which were supplied on an obligatory basis by 
each operative sector of the intelligence service, and disinfor-
mation activities intended to confuse the professional oppo-
nents.
When organising active measures, intelligence services fo-
cused mainly on organising, supporting, and/or utilising mass 
events or other major occasions; infl uencing politics through 
high-positioned personalities, organisations, and groups; utilis-
ing credible duplicates of documents including periodicals and 
leafl ets; discrediting or scandalising persons; misinforming the 
enemy; and intelligence games under foreign fl ags. 
Thanks to the defection in 1968 of Major Ladislav Bittman AKA 
“Brychta”, the once deputy head of the 8th Section of the I. Ad-
ministration of the Ministry of Interior, “Neptun” became the 
best-known disinformation project. In 1964, the intelligence 
service arranged for the “fi nd” of reportedly archive RSHA 
documents dating back to the end of the World War II in Černé 
Lake in Šumava; Minister of Interior Lubomír Štrougal pre-
sented the “fi nd” at his press conference. The project launched 
another campaign aimed against selected entities in the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany.
Active measures (“AO”) were adopted as part of separate 
operations, which focused, comprehensively and in the long 
run, on strategic objectives in specifi c fi elds (such as encourag-
ing “peace” movement in the Western Europe and discrediting 
NATO as well as the exiles from and dissidents in Czechoslo-
vakia). Conducted utilising specifi c forms of intelligence work, 
the operations took place mainly in capitalist and developing 
countries and were intended to follow up on each other and 
escalate.
A specifi c area of activity included what was called the “de-
monstrative active measures” (“DAO”) and “live actions”. 

01 Documents on joint active measures against Radio Freedom 
(1983) 

02 Underlying documents for the “NEPTUN” project implement-
ed by the 8th department of the I. Administration of the FMoI 
and the Disinformation Section of the I. Main Administration of 
KGB (1964 – 1965)
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01 The fi rst complex agreement on cooperation between 
Ministry of Interior of CSSR and the KGB at the Council of 
Ministers of the USSR was signed on July 2, 1962 by Lubomir 
Strougal and Vladimir Jefi movich Semichastny

02 By means of a Protocol on Cooperation between Federal 
Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Interior of the USSR 
as of May 25, 1984, Vratislav Vajnar and Vitali Vasilevich 
Fedorchuk set the conditions of internships of staff of the two 
ministries

03 On April 29, 1987, the Minister of Interior of CSSR Vratis-
lav Vajnar together with the Minister of Interior of the USSR 
A. Vlasov confi rmed minute plan of scientifi c-technical coop-
eration in the sphere of special technology.

04 On February 10, 1972 the Minister of Interior of CSSR R. 
Kaska and the KGB Chairman Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov 
signed further agreement on cooperation of the State Security 
forces

05 The last agreement on cooperation was signed on August 
30, 1989 in Moscow by the Federal Minister of Interior Fran-
tisek Kincl and the KGB Chairman Vladimir Aleksandrovich 
Kryuchkov

A Minister of Interior Lubomir Strougal (1961 – 1965)

B Minister of Interior Vratislav Vajnar (1983 – 1988)

C Minister of Interior Radko Kaska (1970 – 1973)

D KGB Chairman Yuri Vladimirovich Andropov (1967 – 1982)

E KGB Chairman Vladimir Aleksandrovich Kryuchkov 
(1988 – 1991)

F Minister of Interior František Kincl (1988 – 1989)
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Agreements 
with “friends”

The Czechoslovak security forces started being created in April 
1945 under the strong Soviet infl uence, which was enhanced 
by systematic background check of the Communist party when 
appointing their personnel in various offi ces. Even before the take-
over of power in February 1948, the leading offi cials of Public Secu-
rity, State Security, Military Intelligence and security forces were in 
touch with Soviet residents. Their position strengthened markedly 
in the course of the year 1948 during intensifying struggle against 
“reaction” and the following preparations of political trials. 
It was in connection with the trials that the communist political 
leadership invited fi rst advisors to the Czechoslovak security forc-
es in October 1949 (Makarov, Lichachov), who gradually created 
a system of full dependence on the Soviet model. Apart from work 
in advisory bodies of the Ministry of Interior – led by Vladimir 
Boyarski, Alexei D. Beschasnov and later by Pavel N. Medvedev, 
they took part in direct execution of operative work and assisted 
in investigations.
In 1956, in connection with 20th Session of the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party of the USSR, the number of advisors 
at the Ministry of Interior dropped to fi fty and after February 
1957 to only thirty-three. Their authority to decide directly was 
weakened signifi cantly by the agreements concluded at the end 
of 1958. The Soviet headquarters changed the form of rule of the 
security forces of their satellites and in compliance with bilateral 
agreements passed the responsibility to the representatives of 
the Czechoslovak Ministry of Interior.
At the turn of the 1950s and 1960s, the fi rst detailed negotiations 
about espionage and counterespionage cooperation in Czechoslo-
vakia and abroad were held, in which the leading representatives 
of Committee for State Security (KGB) at the Council of Ministers 
set up-to-date priorities for the Czechoslovak party.
In the second half of the 1960s, General Mikhail G. Kotov, the 
head advisor, was appointed as the head of the Soviet offi ce. He 
and some of his colleagues played crucial role in preparations of 
the invasion to Czechoslovakia in August 1968.
The Soviet role remained the same even under the head advi-
sor General J.T. Sinicyn (1970-1981). The KGB leadership kept on 
affecting the organization changes in the Czechoslovak security 
forces, took control of agents operative work, made use of the 
most crucial information resources, carried out common activi-
ties. The Soviet position was reinforced by the deployment of 
Central Group of Forces in Czechoslovakia and by the relevant 
troops of State Security subordinated to special KGB division 
located in Milovice.
This state lasted till 1989 when the operational and political 
situation changed in both Czechoslovakia and Soviet Union. 
Extensive organizational changes did not help either Soviet or 
Czechoslovak State Security. The Soviet advisors, led by Major 
General Valentin B. Lvov were forced to leave their offi ces within 
ten days after November 17, 1989. The agreement between KGB 
and the new leadership of the Ministry of Interior as of February 
1990 was not executed.






