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Pfed dvaceti lety se v Ceskoslovensku zhroutil komunisticky rezim a demokracie zvitézila nad totalitarismem ovlada-
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jicim pres pul stoleti Evropu. Nase vystava vam prinasi pribéhy lidi, ktefi prozili valku i éru budovani socialismu a dozili
se padu zelezné opony v listopadu 1989. Nékteri z nich totalitnim ideologiim na néjakou dobu uvérili, jini bojovali za
svobodu uz od zacatku - vsichni ale poznali, jaké to je stat proti sile, ktera se jevi jako neporazitelna. Jejich odhodlani

nenechat se zlomit, hajit narodni a demokratické hodnoty i vlastniintegritu znamenalo a snad stale znamena povzbu-
zeni a zaroveri i vyzvu pro dal$i generace. Byly to totiz ¢asto pravé pribéhy vale¢nych veterand, véznd nacistickych
koncentracnich taboru a odbojaru, které daly jejich détem silu vzdorovat tlakim komunistické Statni bezpecnosti.
Nutnost néco samostatné cinit, a ne pouze pasivné pfrihlizet, citili vojaci bojujici za vlast na vychodni i zapadni frontg,
stejné jako odpurci totalitniho rezimu v padesatych letech nebo disidenti za tuhé normalizace. Stejna myslenka pak
vedla i kroky studentu, kdyz sli 17. listopadu 1989 z Albertova na Narodni tridu.

Symbolickou cestou soudobymi ceskymi dejinami vas budou provazet lidé, ktefi jsou mozna vasimi nenapadnymi
sousedy a soucasnée vyjimecnymi svedky minulého stoleti. Vétsinou o nich nic nevime, jejich pribéhy pritom predsta-
vuji nesmirné cenné dédictvi. Ukazuiji totiz, jak nenapadny muze byt prechod od svobody k hesvobodé a jak snadno

se mohou i vzdélani lidé v zemi s demokratickou tradici nechat postupné zavést tam, odkud uz se tak tézko vraci zpét.
Tyto pribéhy 20. stoleti zaznamenali reportéri z obcanskéeho sdruzeni POST BELLUM, kteri uz deset let navstévuji pa-

meétniky a nahravaji jejich vzpominky. Vice na www.pametnaroda.cz a www.postbellum.cz.

Twenty years ago, the Communist regime in Czechoslovakia collapsed, and democracy prevailed over the totalitarianism

which had controlled Europe for over half a century. Our exhibition presents you with the stories of people who have

experienced the war and the rise of socialism, and who have lived to see the Iron Curtain fall in November 1989. Some
of them believed the totalitarian ideologies for a time, others fought for freedom from the very beginning - all of them,

however, learnt what it was like to stand against a power which seems unbeatable. Their determination not to bend down,

to defend national and democratic values and their-own integrity, was and hopefully still is the source of encouragement,

and at the same time an appeal to the following generations.

Foritwas often precisely the stories of war veterans, of prisoners of Nazi concentration camps, or of members of theresistance,

thatgavetheirchildrenthe strengthtoresistthe pressures of State Security, the Communistsecret police. The soldiers fighting .
fortheir country on the Eastern and Western fronts, oppofients of the regime in the 1950s and dissidents of the normalization

era — they all felt the need to do something independently instead of just being passive onlookers. The same ideal then
guided the steps of the students who walked from Albertov to National Avenue on November 17, 1989.
On this symbolic journey through contemporary Czech history, you will be accompanied by people who might be your

unremarkable neighbours, but who are at the same time also extraordinary witnesses of the past century. Usually, we

know nothing about them, but their stories represent an immensely precious heritage. For they show how unobttusive

Hradc¢anské the change from freedom to submission can be, and how easily even educated people in a country with a long democratic

nam.

tradition can be led to a point from which it is so diffictilt to the return.

O
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These stories of the 20th century were recorded by members of the civic association POST BELLUM, who have been
£ visiting witnesses and recording their memories for already ten years. For more information, see www.pametnaroda.cz and
MO
) L www.postbellum.cz.
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