Jan Plovajko

Narodil se 5. unora 1922 v obci Tufi Bystra. Studoval
gymnazium v Uzhorodé, kde jej 14. brezna 1939 za-

stihl zabor Podkarpatské Rusi Madarskem. Rozhodl
se tedy pro uték do Sovetského svazu. V noci na
20. fijna 1940 prekroCil hranici u obce Uzok a dostal
se na polskeé uzemi okupované Sovetskym svazem.
Byl zadrzen sovétskou pohranicni hlidkou a eskorto-
van nejprve do sbérného tabora Skolje, nasledné do
véznice ve Stryji. Odtud se dostal do Starobélska,
,...ﬁ g = | byvalého klastera, kde se odehravaly rychlé procesy

Jan Plovajko s Radem Bilého Ilva, 2012
Jan Plovajko with the Order of the White Lion, 2012

s Zidy, Polaky, Cechy a dalsimi uprchliky pred nacis-
mem. Plovajko byl odsouzen na tfi roky nucenych
praci a transportovan nejprve v precpaném dobytCaku vlakem a nasledné nakladni lodi do Norilska, kde
pracoval tfi roky v kamenolomu a na odklizeni snéhu. Po osvobozeni odjel spoleCné s dalSimi padesati
Cechoslovaky k Geskoslovenské jednotce do Buzuluku. Zugastnil se bojll od Kyjeva aZ do Prahy. V bojich
u Kyjeva padl jeho bratr Vasil, ktery rovnéz prosel gulagem. Po valce zUstal v armadé, nicméné v roce
1952 byl propustén ze sluzby. Pracoval pak v rdznych profesich az do roku 1970, kdy odeSel do ddchodu.
V roce 2010 byl prezidentem republiky Vaclavem Klausem ocen&ny Réadem Bilého Iva. Zije v Trutnové.

Jan Plovajko was born on 5 February
1922 in the municipality of Turi Bystra.
He was studying at a grammar school
in Uzhhorod when Hungary occupied
Carpathian Ruthenia, leading him to de-
cide to flee to the Soviet Union. On the
night of 20 October 1940, he crossed
the border at the municipality of Uzhok
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Bratr Jana Plovajka Vasil kratce po zatCeni, 1940
Jan Plovajko’s brother Vasil shortly after his arrest, 1940

and reached Polish territory occupied
by the Soviet Union. He was arrested by a Soviet frontier patrol and first taken to the Skole assembly camp
before being transferred to a prison in Stryj. From there he was taken to Starobilsk, where quick trials of
Jews, Poles, Czechs and others refugees from Nazism were held. Plovajko was sentenced to three years
forced labor and first transported in an overcrowded cattle wagon and freight ship to Norilsk, where he
was put to work in a quarry and clearing snow. After being released, he and 50 other Czechoslovaks joined
a Czechoslovak unit in Buzuluk. He took part in battles from Kiev all the way to Prague. His brother Vasil,
who had also passed through the Gulag, was killed in the former city. After the war, Plovajko remained in
the army, before being dismissed in 1952. He worked in various professions until 1970, when he retired.
In 2010, he was awarded state honour the Order of the White Lion by the Czech president, Vaclav Klaus.
He lives in Trutnov.



Jan Demcik

Narodil se 15. unora 1913 v obci Voloské. Po ukonce-
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Jan Demcik

ni obecné Skoly absolvoval hospodarskou skolu v Mu-
kaCeve. SpoleCné s kamarady Vasilem a Andrejem
utekl 13. srpna 1940 pred madarskou okupaci do So-
vetského svazu. Po prekroCeni hranice se misto azylu
docCkal veézeni. V Charkoveé byl odsouzen na tri roky

nucenych praci. Cilovou stanici transportu z Charkova
byl jeden z lagr( Vorkutlagu, kde se podilel na stavbé
zeleznice Kotlas—Vorkuta. Z vyCerpani a nedostatku
vitaminG brzy onemocnél a stravil nékolik tydn( v ta-
boroveé nemocnici, kde byl IéCen naklicenym hrachem.
Po amnestii byl nejprve prevezen do Dzambulu na

doléCeni a pak odeslan k Ceskoslovenské jednotce.
Cestou byl vSak opét zatCen NKVD a po dalSich pe-
ripetiich propustén k ¢eskoslovenskému vojsku. Jako
velitel tankového praporu se zucastnil dukelské opera-

Obélka knihy Jana Demcika, v niz zachytil sve vzpominky na gulag ce anasledne | bOJU 0 Ostravu. Po valce zustal v Ces-
Cover of the book in which Jan Demcik recorded his memories

of the Gulag

koslovenské armadeé az do srpna 1968, kdy vystoupil
na protest proti sovétské okupaci. Jan Demcik sepsal
zazitky ze Sovétského svazu, mohly vsak vyjit az po padu komunistického rezimu. V roce 1995 vysly pod
nazvem MUj Uték do gulagu. Druhého vydani se dockaly v roce 2001. Jednalo se o jednu z prvnich memo-
arovych publikaci na toto téma u nas. Jan Demcik zemrel roku 2005.

Jan Demcik

Jan Demcik was born on 15 February 1913 in the municipality of Voloské. After completing elementary
school, he graduated from a school of economics in Mukachevo. Along with his friends Vasil and Andrej,
he fled Hungarian occupation to the Soviet Union on 13 August 1940. In Kharkov he was sentenced to
three years forced labor. The destination of transports from Kharkov was one of the Vorkuta labor camps,
where he worked on the construction of the Kotlas—Vorkuta railway. Due to exhaustion and vitamin de-
ficiency Demcik soon became ill and spent several weeks in a camp hospital, where he was treated
with germinating peas. After an amnesty he was transferred to Dzhambul for treatment and then sent to
a Czechoslovak unit. However, on his way there he was arrested again by the NKVD and, after further
wanderings, later freed to join the Czechoslovak forces. As the commander of a tank battalion he took
part in the Dukla operation and later in the battle for Ostrava. After the war, he stayed in the Czechoslovak
Army until 1968, when he quit in protest at the Soviet occupation. Demcik wrote a memoir of his experi-
ences in the USSR, but it could not be published until after the fall of the Communist regime. One of the
first memoirs on the topic in the Czech Republic, it came out in 1995 under the title My Escape from the
Gulag, and was reprinted in 2001. He died in 2005.



Narodil se v roce 1909 (presné datum sam neznal)
v obci Maly Rakovec do chudé rolnické rodiny. Zi-
vil se praci na vliastnim drobném hospodarstvi. Po-
vinnou vojenskou sluzbu v Ceskoslovenske armade
odslouzil ve své rodné vesnici. Po obsazeni Podkar-

armady a radgji utekl do Sovetského svazu. Doma
zanechal manzelku a ro¢ni dceru. Hranice presel
sam, bez prlvodce. O tom, Ze se nachazi jiz v So-

bs Togn i, vetském svazu, se dozvedél az v prihranicni vesnici,
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kde byl 9. srpna 1940 zadrzen. Nékolik mésicl po-
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byl ve vézeni ve meste Stryj, poté byl odsouzen na
tfi roky do jednoho z pracovnich tébord v Archan-

elske oblasti pobliz Bileho more. Koncem roku
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za osvobozeni SSSR. Spole¢né s dalSimi osvobo-
zenymi vézni se vypravil k Ceskoslovenskeé jednotce
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do Buzuluku. Po cesté zemrel ve viaku v ddsledku

Obzaloba Michala Jackanice z ilegdlniho prekroceni hranic, 1940 Zapalu p“C a celkoveho SpoctiecnlE Dle archivnich

Charge sheet against Michal Jackanic¢ for illegally crossing the border,
1940

materidl®l Ceskoslovenské vojenské mise v SSSR
bylo jeho télo spolecné s doklady a osobnimi vécmi
prevzato organy NKVD a pohrbeno na neznamém misté. V Servenci 1990 byl rehabilitovan. V pribéhu re-
habilitace po jeho dalSim osudu bezvysledné patrali pribuzni i Oblastni soud Zakarpatskeé oblasti.

patské Rusi Madary odmitl narukovat do okupacni

Michal JackanicC

Michal Jackani¢ was born into a family of poor farmers in 1909 (he did not know the precise date) in the
municipality of Maly Rakovec. He eked out a living on his own tiny farmstead and served his compulsory
service in the Czechoslovak Army in his home village. After the Hungarians took over Carpathian Ruthe-
nia he preferred to flee to the Soviet Union than be conscripted into the occupying army. He left behind
a wife and one-year-old daughter. Jackanic only learned he was in the Soviet Union when he was arres-
ted in a border village on 9 August 1940. He spent several months in prison in the town of Stryj, before
being sentenced to three years at a labor camp in the Arkhangelsk region, near the White Sea. He was
released from the camp in 1942 in order to take part in battles to liberate the USSR. Along with other freed
prisoners he tried to join the Czechoslovak unit in Buzuluk. He died on a train as the result of pneumonia
and utter exhaustion. According to archive materials relating to the Czechoslovak military mission in the
USSR, his body and personal items were taken by NKVD authorities and buried at an unknown location.
He was rehabilitated in July 1990. During the rehabilitation process both JackanicC’ s relatives and a Za-
karpattie Oblast court searched in vain for further information as to what happened to him.



Narodil se 20. brezna 1916 v Uzhorodg. V sedm-
nacti letech vstoupil do KSC. V Praze vystudoval

Pravnickou fakultu Univerzity Karlovy a vratil se
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v roce 1939 do Uzhorodu. Koncem téhoz roku
uprchl pred pronasledovanim komunistt Mada-
ry do Sovétského svazu. Matka i sestra z(staly
v Uzhorodu a byly pozdgji kvlli zidovskému pU-
vodu zavleCeny nacisty do koncentracniho tabo-
ra, kde zahynuly. Po prfechodu hranice byl Vas
zatCen a odsouzen na tfi roky za jeji ilegalni pre-
chod. V Sovétském svazu stravil nékolik mésict
ve véznicich a dva a pul roku v Intinském pra-
covnim tabore v republice Komi. V dobé vézneni
zacal spolupracovat s NKVD. Dne 4. ledna 1943
byl propustén a nastoupil k Ceskoslovenské
vojenské jednotce v Buzuluku. Od ledna 1945

Propustka Karla VaSe z Intinského tabora NKVD, 1943
Karl Va$’s release permit from the Intinsk NKVD camp, 1943

vykonaval funkci zastupce nechvalné znameho
velitele OBZ Bedricha Reicina. Po roce 1948 se
jako prokurator vyznamnou merou podilel na nezakonnostech komunistického rezimu. Navrhl desitky tres-
t0 smrti, z nichZ byla fada vykonana. Mimo jiné v pfipadé generdla Heliodora Piky, ktery se jako vedouci
Cs. mise v SSSR zasadil o propusténi Cechoslovakll ze sovétskych lagrd. V roce 1951 byl sém v rdmci
mocenskych bojl zatéen a odsouzen na dozivoti. V roce 1954 byl propustén. V Sedesatych letech vystu-

doval historii na FF UK. Zije v Praze.

Karel Vas

Karel Vas was born on 20 March 1916 in Uzhhorod. At the age of 17 he joined the Communist Party.
He studied at the Law Faculty of Charles University in Prague before returning to Uzhhorod in 1939. At
the end of that year, Vas fled Hungarian persecution of Communists to the Soviet Union. His mother and
sister remained in Uzhhorod; they were later killed in Nazi concentration camps because of their Jewish
origin. After crossing the frontier, Vas was arrested and given three years for illegally entering the country.
In the USSR he spent several months in prison and two and half years at the Intinsk labor camp in the
Komi Republic. While in jail he started to cooperate with the NKVD. On 4 January 1943, he was released
and joined the Czechoslovak unit in Buzuluk. From January 1945 he served as deputy to the infamous
OBZ military security intelligence commander Bedrich Reicin. After 1948 Vas played a significant role in
the Communist regime’ s unlawful practices as a state prosecutor. He proposed the death sentence in
dozens of cases and many were carried out, including the execution of General Heliodor Pika, who as
the commander of the Czechoslovak mission in the USSR had worked for the release of Czechoslovaks
from Soviet labor camps. In 1951, he was himself arrested during a power struggle and received a life
term. He was released in 1954. In the 1960s he studied history at Charles University. He lives in Prague.
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Michal Cernega v pratelském objeti s Egonem Bondym, 1980
Michal Cernega embraces his friend Egon Bondy, 1980

Narodil se 5. fijna 1919 v obci DubryniC. Pracoval na
rodinném statku, ktery jeho otec poridil za penize vy-
délané v USA. 15. srpna 1940 utekl pred okupaci do
Sovetského svazu. Druhy den byl zatCen a uvéznén.
Za ilegalni prechod hranice byl odsouzen na tfi roky
pobytu v pracovnich taborech. Od soudu byl trans-
portovan vlakem pres cely Sovetsky svaz a nasledné
lodi pres Ochotské more do Magadanu. Trest si od-
pracoval vjednom z mnoha lagrd v povodi feky Koly-
my. Propusténi se doCkal 17. brezna 1943. Spolecné
s dalsimi Cechoslovéky nastoupil k &eskoslovenské

vojenské jednotce a zUcastnil se bojd na vychodni fronté. B&hem dukelské operace byl ranén. Po vélce

zUstal v armadé a slouzil po celé republice. Do dichodu odesel v roce 1974 a usadil se v Susici. Od roku

1977 se zacal pratelit s basnikem a filosofem Egonem Bondym, ktery Sel rovnéz za kmotra jeho vnukovi.

Ve stejném roce podepsali jeho tfi synové prohlaseni Charty 77. Kvdli tomu prisel pocatkem roku 1978

o zaméstnani ve vojenském skladu v Susici, kde pusobil jako pracujici diichodce. Od konce 70. let jezdila

do Susice navétévovat rodinu Cernegd fada Seskych disident a signatard Charty 77. Michal Cernega ze-

mrel v roce 1986.

Michal Cernega

Michal Cernega kréatce pred propuéténim z Magadanu, 1943
Michal Cernega shortly before his release from Magadan, 1943

Michal Cernega was born on 5 October 1919 in the
municipality of Dubryni€¢. He worked on the fami-
ly farm, which his father had acquired with money
earned in the US. On 15 August 1940, he fled from
occupation to the Soviet Union. The very next day
he was arrested and imprisoned. After being found
guilty of illegally crossing the border, he was handed
a three-year term in a labor camp. He was transpor-
ted from court in a train across the entire USSR and
then by boat across the Sea of Okhotsk to Magadan.
He served his sentence in one of many camps in ba-
sin of the Kolyma River. On 17 March 1943, he was
released. Along with other Czechoslovaks he joined
a Czechoslovak military unit and took part in battles
on the Eastern Front. He was injured during the Duk-
la operation. After the war, he remained in the army,

serving all over the country. He went into retirement

in 1974 and settled in Susice. In 1977, he befriended the poet and philosopher Egon Bondy, who was

the godfather of his grandson. In the same year his three sons signed the Charter 77 document, leading

him to lose his position at a military store in SusSice, where he had been a working pensioner. From the

1970s on many dissidents and Charter signatories travelled to Susice to visit the Cernega family. Michal

Cernega died in 1986.



Narodil se 11. kvetna 1921 v obci Jasina jako nej-
mladsi z Sesti déti lesniho délnika. V dubnu 1941
spole¢né se svymi dvéma bratry utekl pred madar-
skou perzekuci do SSSR. Kratce po prekroceni hra-
nic byl zatCen pohranicni strazi a predan NKVD. Po
roce veézneni byl odsouzen za nelegalni prechod hra-
nic a Spionaz na pét let nucenych praci. V pracovnim
tabore Vjatskij v severovychodni Casti Kirovske oblasti
byl pfidélen na otrockou praci v lese. Po Case se mu
podarilo vymeénit boty za prizen taborového predaka,
a tak ziskal méné namahavou praci — udrzbu staji.

Z lagru byl Kolbasnuk propustén 14. prosince 1942.

K Ceskoslovenské vojenské jednotce v Buzuluku se

Vasil Kolbasnuk, 2009

dostal na St&dry den. Diky svym schopnostem a od-
vaze byl povySen na desatnika a vyznamenan cesko-
slovenskym vale¢nym krizem. Jako zastupce velitele Cety a Setar se zUcastnil bojd v Karpatech, v nichz
byl 15. zafi 1944 pri dobyvani koty 534 tézce ranén. Po valce a vyléCeni nastoupil v roce 1946 ke Sboru
narodni bezpednosti, kde slouzil do roku 1955. Déle se Zivil jako topi& a Fidi¢ u CSAD. V roce 1968 na
protest proti okupaci Ceskoslovenska vystoupil z KSC a v roce 1976 odesel do dlichodu. Zemrel v roce
2011 v Karlovych Varech.

Vasil Kolbasnuk

Vasil Kolbasnuk was born on 11 May
1921 in the municipality of Yasinya as
the youngest of six children of a fo-
rest worker. In April 1941 he and his
two brothers fled Hungarian persecu-
tion to the USSR. Shortly after cro-
ssing the border he was arrested by
a frontier patrol and handed over to
the NKVD. After a year in jail he was
found guilty of illegally crossing the
border and espionage and sentenced

. . ) _y . N to five years forced labor. At the Vyat-
S Vasilem Kolbasnukem utikal do Sovétského svazu i jeho nejstarsi bratr lvan, 1941

Vasil Kolbasfiuk was joined on his escape to the USSR by his older brother lvan, 1941 skiy work camp in the north-eastern
part of the Kirov Oblast he was as-
signed back-breaking forest work. After some time he succeeded in exchanging his boots for the favour
of the camp commander and was given less demanding work as the caretaker of an animal shed. He was
released from the camp on 14 December 1942 and joined the Czechoslovak military unit in Buzuluk on
Christmas Eve. Thanks to his skills and courage he was promoted to corporal and awarded the Czecho-
slovak War Cross. As the deputy of the leader of the platoon and a sergeant he took part in battles in the
Carpathians. On 15 September 1944, he was seriously injured in the operation to take Hill 534. After the
war, he joined the National Security Corps, where he served until 1955. Kolbasnuk later worked as a sto-
ker and a bus driver. He quit the Communist Party in 1968 in protest at the occupation of Czechoslovakia

and retired in 1976. He died in Karlovy Vary in 2011.
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Michal Fedorko

Michal Fedorko, 2010

Narodil se 22. listopadu 1921 v obci Sarkad. K prv-
nimu utéku do SSSR se odhodlal jiz v fijnu 1939, so-
vetsti pohranicnici ho ale tehdy jesté vratili zpét na
madarské Uzemi. Po navratu plsobil jako prekladatel
u jednoho z oddild madarské mladeznické organiza-
ce Levente. Podruhé se rozhodl s dalSimi péti vrs-
tevniky prekrocCit sovétskeé hranice v srpnu 1940, pfi
samotném prechodu vSak byli vSichni zatCeni. Né-
kolik mésich stravili ve véznicich ve Skolie a Stryji,
poté je prevezli do tranzitniho tabora ve Starobélsku,
kde byl Michal Fedorko v dubnu 1941 odsouzen za
legalni prechod hranice na tfi roky nucenych praci.
Trest si odpykaval v jednom z vorkutskych lagrl na
severu Ruska, kde vézni staveéli elektrarnu a pracova-
i v uhelnych dolech. Podobné jako vétSina mistnich
trestancl trpél také Fedorko silnymi omrzlinami. Né-
kolikatydenni pobyt na osetfovné mu zrejmé zachranil

zivot. Z lagru byl propusten 17. prosince 1942, do Buzuluku k Ceskoslovenské vojenske jednotce dorazil

17. Unora 1943. Béhem bojl na vychodni fronté byl dvakrat ranén. | po vélce zUlstal v Ceskoslovenské

armadg, kde v rliznych funkcich plsobil az do svého odchodu do dlchodu. Dnes Zije v Praze.

Michal Fedorko

Michal Fedorko jako vojak Ceskoslovenské armady, 1945
Michal Fedorko as a soldier in the Czechoslovak Army, 1945

Michal Fedorko was born on 22 November 1921 in the
municipality of Sharkad. He decided to flee to the USSR
for the first time in October 1939, though on that occasi-
on Soviet border guards returned him to Hungarian te-
rritory. After his return, he worked as a translator at the
Hungarian youth organisation Levente. He decided to
cross the Soviet frontier for the second time, with five
peers, in August 1940. However, the group were arres-
ted on the border. They spent several months in jails in
Skole and Stryj before being transferred to a transit camp
in Starobilsk, where Fedorko was given three years for-
ced labor for illegally crossing the border. He served the
sentence at one of the Vorkuta camps in the north of
Russia, where the prisoners built a power station and
worked in coal mines. Like the majority of other inmates,
he suffered from severe frostbite. A stay of several days
at a first aid station may well saved his life. He was re-
leased on 17 December 1942 and reached the Czecho-
slovak unit at Buzuluk on 17 February 1943. Fedorko
was injured twice in fighting on the Eastern Front. After
the war, he remained in the Czechoslovak Army, where
he served in various posts until his retirement. Today he
lives in Prague.



Narodil se 20. unora 1922 v obci Rokosovo. V kvét-
nu 1940 se pokusil se svym kamaradem utéct do
SSSR, na hranicich je vSak zadrzela sovétska pohra-
nicni straz. Nejdrive byli odvezeni do véznice v Nad-
virné a odtud dale do véznice ve Stanislavove (dnes
lvano-Frankivsk). Ke tfem letim népravné pracovnich
tabor byl Vasil Spir odsouzen v tdbore ve Starobél-
sku. | on skondil v jednom z lagrd na Vorkuté, kde
pracoval na tézbeé uhli, nejdfive jako hornik, pozdeji
jako fidi¢ nakladniho auta. Osvobozen byl 17. prosince
1942, odveden byl v Buzuluku o dva mésice pozdeji.
Jako pomocnik kulometéika se Ucastnil boji u Kyjeva
a u Bilé Cerkve, kde byl v lednu 1944 ranén. Po vylé-
Eeni byl prevelen k autoroté a v dalSim pribéhu valky
pusobil jako fidi¢ nakladniho vozidla pro prevoz muni-

ce a zasob. | po jejim konci zlstal v Seskoslovenské

Vasil Spir, 2010

armade, v niz dosahl hodnosti podplukovnika. V Cerv-
nu 1947 vstoupil do KSC. V lednu 1969 byl odvelen k Vojenskému historickému Ustavu v Praze a po roce
byl ustanoven starSim dustojnikem ministerstva narodni obrany — Komise pro vydavani osvéddéeni, kde
pusobil az do kvétna 1977, kdy odeSel do dichodu. Trvale se usadil v Novém Straseci.
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Vasil Spir
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Vasil Spir was born on 20 February 1922 in the municipali-
ty of Rokosovo. In May 1940 he and a friend attempted to
escape to the USSR. However, they were detained on the
border by Soviet frontier guards. They were first taken to
a prison in Nadvirne before being moved to another prison
at Stanislavov (today Ivano-Frankivsk). At a camp in Staro-
bilsk he was sentenced to three years in correctional labor
camps. He too ended up at one of the Vorkuta camps, where
he worked in the coal mines, first as a miner, later as a truck
driver. He was released on 17 December 1942 and arrived
at Buzuluk two months later. As an assistant gunner he took
part in battles at Kiev and at Bila Tserkva, where he was in-
_ jured in January 1944. On his recovery he was transferred
Vasil Spir na Vojenskébgmmaci, 1949 to a motor vehicle company where he spent the remainder
Vasil Spir on his miltary |.D. card, 1949 of the war as the driver of a truck carrying munitions and
supplies. When the war ended, Spir remained in the Czechoslovak Army, where he achieved the rank of
lieutenant colonel. He joined the Communist Party in June 1947. In January 1969 he was seconded to
the Military History Institute in Prague and after a year became a senior officer of the Ministry of National
Defence—Commission for Issuing Certificates, where he stayed until his retirement in 1977. He settled
permanently in Nové Straseci.
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Narodil se 10. zari 1920 v Rachove. Aby se vyhnul
sluzbé v madarské armade, presel spole¢né s prite-
lem v Cervenci 1940 na uzemi okupované SSSR. Jiz
kratce po prechodu vSak byli zatCeni, nekolik nasle-
dujicich mésicl stravili ve véznicich v Nadvirné, Sta-
nislavové a Starobeélsku. Za ilegalni prechod hranic
padly ivjejich pripade rozsudky tfilet nucenych praci.
V Cervnu 1941 je deportovali az na nechvalné proslu-
lou Kolymu v severovychodni Sibifi, kde vézni praco-
vali ve velmi tézkych zivotnich podminkach ve zlatych
a uhelnych dolech. Na jare roku 1943 byl z tabora
propustén a nasledovala nékolikatydenni strastiplna
cesta k Ceskoslovenské jednotce do Buzuluku, kam

dorazil zaCatkem srpna 1943. Po uspésném absol-

Vaclav Djacuk, 2011

vovani vycviku na leteckém ucilisti ve Vjazinkach byl
pridélen k 1. ceskoslovenskému stihacimu leteckému pluku a jako jeho prislusnik se v ramci ostravské
operace podilel na osvobozovani Ceskoslovenska. Po vélce se stal zkusebnim pilotem ve Vojenském
leteckém a zkusebnim Ustavu v Praze-Letfianech. V roce 1949 byl vSak bez udani ddvodu z armady
propustén, nadale mohl pracovat pouze v délnickych profesich. Po roce 1989 byl rehabilitovan a byly
mu vréceny vojenské hodnosti. V fjnu 2011 mu udglil prezident Vaclav Klaus Rad Bflého lva. Dnes Zije

v Praze.

Vaclav DjaCuk

Vaclav Djacuk was born on 10 September 1920
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HKBA CCCP s ! in Rachov. With the aim of avoiding conscripti-
i on to the Hungarian Army, he and a friend ente-
red territory occupied by the USSR in July 1940.
However, shortly afterwards they were arrested,
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spending several months behind bars in Nadvir-
ne, Stanislavov and Starobilsk. In their case too,
a sentence of three years forced labor for illegally
crossing the border was handed down. In July
1941, they were deported to the infamous Ko-

' lyma in north-eastern Siberia, where prisoners
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Propustia Véclava Djacuka z lagru v Magadanu, 1943 worked in extremely difficult living conditions in

Vaclav Djacuk’s release permit from the Magadan labor camp, 1943 gold and coal mines. |In Spring of 1943, Djaéuk

was released from the camp. He set off on a diffi-
cult journey lasting many weeks to the Czechoslovak unit in Buzuluk, arriving there at the start of August
1943. After successfully undergoing training at an aviation school in Vyazniki, he was transferred to the
1st Czechoslovak Fighter Air Regiment. As part of the regiment he took part in the Ostrava operation
during the liberation of Czechoslovakia. Following WWII, he became an experienced pilot in the air force
and at a trials institute at Prague’ s Letnany. However, in 1949 he was dismissed from the army without
explanation and was only able to take laboring jobs. Following 1989 he was rehabilitated and his military
rank reinstated. In October 2011, President Vaclav Klaus presented him with the Order of the White Lion.
Today DjacCuk lives in Prague.



Mikulas Végh

Mikulas Végh pred svym odchodem do SSSR, 30. léta
Mikulas Végh before his departure for the USSR, 1930s

Narodil se 17. Cervence 1920 v KosSicich, kde vystu-
doval gymnazium. Po maturité chtel studovat medici-
nu, a proto odjel v roce 1938 ke svym pribuznym do
Brna. Na Iékarskou fakultu ale nebyl pro sv{j Zidov-
sky plvod prijat, zagal tedy studovat stavebni inZe-
nyrstvi na Vysokém uceni technickém v Brné. Nékolik
dni pred nacistickou okupaci Cech a Moravy se vratil
zpéet do Kosic, které byly jiz od listopadu 1938 oku-
pované Madarskem. Na podzim 1939 pak odeSel na
Podkarpatskou Rus s cilem prejit do SSSR, kde zili
jeho pibuzni. Mikulagv stryc Imrich Roth, &len KSC,
byl ale uz v roce 1938 zatCen NKVD a poslan na osm
let do lagr( na Dalném vychodé. V zari 1940 byl pfi
prfechodu hranic do Sovetského svazu zadrzen také
Mikulas Vegh. Posledni informace o jeho veznéni po-
chazi z 15. fijna 1941, kdy se nachazel ve vazbé ve
veéznici v Molotovu (dnes Perm). Odsouzen byl ale az
27. prosince 1941 na pét let nucenych praci. Osvo-
bozeni se bohuzel nedoCkal — podle nedolozenych
svédectvi zemrel v jednom z lagrd na tyfus.

Mikulas Végh

Mikulas Végh was born on 17 July 1920 in KoSice, where he attended a grammar school. He intended to
become a doctor after graduating and went to Brno in 1938 to live with relatives. However, he was barred
from enrolling at medical school because of his Jewish origin and instead began studying construction
engineering at the Brno University of Technology. A few days before the Nazi occupation of Bohemia
and Moravia he returned to KosSice, which had itself been occupied by Hungary since November 1938.
In autumn 1939 he set off for Carpathian Ruthenia with the aim of reaching the USSR, where he had
relatives. However, his uncle Imrich Roth, a member of the Communist Party, was arrested by the NKVD
and sent to a labor camp in the Far East for eight years. In September 1940, Végh was also arrested,
while attempting to cross the Soviet border. The last information about his imprisonment dates from 15
October 1941, when he was held in custody in a prison in Molotov (today Perm), although we do know
he was sentenced, on 27 December 1941 to five years forced labor. However, he did not live to release;
according to unsubstantiated testimony, he died of typhoid in a labor camp.



+. Dot | 6, Maowuen Narodila se 1. bfezna 1919 v obci Krasna nad Horna-
[k

dom u Kosic. Koncem 30. let se provdala do Buda-
pesti. Dne 8. fijna 1940 spolecné s manzelem Laszlo
Véghem a dalSim manzelskym parem prekrocila so-
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vetskeé hranice, brzy ale byli zadrzeni ve vesnici Vo-

10. Muarmen
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rochta. Pro manzele Véghovy byl hlavni motivaci unik
prfed madarskou armadou, do niz mél Szerénin man-
zel vstoupit. ,Ja osobne,* tvrdila Szeréna Kohnova pri
vyslechu, ,jsem za byvalé Ceskoslovenské republiky
Cetla hodné literatury o Sovétském svazu, o tom, ze
pouze zde maji vSechny narody stejna prava, a proto
jsem se rozhodla do Sovétského svazu odeijit.“ Na-
konec i oni skoncili v tabore ve Starobélsku. V kvetnu

1941 zde porodila syna, ktery vSak zanedlouho ze-

Otisky prstl Szereny Kohnové ze spisu NKVD, 1940
Szerena Kohnova'’s fingerprints from her NKVD file, 1940

mrel. Tabor byl 0 mésic pozdgji zrusen a vezni preve-
zeni do Akmolinsku (dnesni Astany) v Kazachstanu.
V mistnim lagru pracovala v pradelng, pfi koseni rakosi nebo Uklidu snéhu. Prestoze byli plivodné odsou-
zeni ke trem letlim, stravila Szeréna v tamnim pracovnim tabore Sest let, jeji manzel sedm, oba zde pritom
onemocnéli malarii. Po propusténi zili jesté néjaky Cas ve vesnici Lugovoje na jihu Kazachstanu. Szeréna
se mohla vratit do Madarska v prosinci 1947, jeji muz dokonce az v dubnu 1949. Po svém navratu se oba
stali Cleny madarské komunisticke strany.

Szeréna Kohnova

zeréna Kohnova was born on 1 March 1949 in the municipality of Krasna nad Hornadom in KoSice. At
the end of the 1930s she married a man in Budapest. On 8 October 1940, she and her husband Laszl6
Végh crossed the Soviet border with another married couple. However, they were soon arrested in the
village of Vorokhta. The Véghs main motivation was fleeing the Hungarian Army, which Laszl6é was meant
to join. “ | personally,” Szeréna Kohnova said during her interrogation, “read a lot of literature in the former
Czechoslovak Republic about the Soviet Union and about how there all nations have equal rights. The-
refore | decided to go to the Soviet Union.” However, she and her husband also ended up in the camp in
Starobilsk. In May 1941, Kohnova gave birth to a son, who died soon afterwards. A month later the camp
was shut down and the prisoners transferred to Akmolinsk (today Astana) in Kazakhstan. She worked in
the local work camp in a laundry, scything reeds and removing snow. Despite the fact that they had been
originally sentenced to three years, she spent six years in the work camp and her husband seven. While
inside both contracted malaria. On their release they lived for some time in the village of Lugovoy in sou-
thern Kazakhstan. Kohnova was able to return to Hungary in December 1947, while her husband joined
her in April 1949. Both became members of the Hungarian Communist Party.



Narodil se 30. srpna 1902 v Orlové. Vystudoval Tech-
nickou univerzitu ve Vidni, poté pracoval jako che-
micky inzenyr v Brné, kde takeé zil se svou manzelkou
a tfemi d&tmi. Jako Zid uprchl pred nacistickou per-
zekuci v zari 1939 do Polska. Nejdrive pobyval v Ka-
tovicich, kvlli rychlému postupu némeckych vojsk se
ale musel brzy premistit do Sovéty obsazeného Lvo-
va, ktery byl jiz tehdy doslova ,napéchovan® uprchli-
ky. Protoze se mu zde ani za nékolik tydnd nepodarilo
najit praci, rozhodl se odejit do Rumunska, kam se
mezitim prestéhovala za svym strycem jeho manzelka

HLlrnte . '—) [z.(ﬂ-—":; '--"f-d".l'f

AED feme i i s détmi. Nejdrive se za svoji rodinou pokousel dostat
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T T zakonnou cestou, kvili své neltéSné materidlni situa-

T e ci se ale nakonec v prosinci 1939 rozhodl! prejit so-
e o vétsko-rumunské hranice ilegalng. Asi 150 metr{l od
R s BCE
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o Y phand- NV vateli zadrzen a predan sovétské pohrani¢ni strazi.

hranice u vesnice Popelniky byl vSak mistnimi oby-

Zapis z vyslechového protokolu Roberta Syltena, 1939 Nejprve byl véznén v Kolomyji, pozdeji ve Stanislavo-

Entry from R ften's | ion file, 1 .\ § .
ntry from Robert Sylten's interrogation flle, 1939 vé. V ervnu 1940 byl odsouzen na pét let a poslan

do pracovniho tabora Sevzeldorlagu v republice Komi, kde méli vézni za ukol budovat zeleznici z Kotlasu
do Vorkuty. Z lagru byl propustén az zaCatkem roku 1944, k Ceskoslovenské vojenské jednotce se pridal
koncem biezna 1944 v Jefremové. V dalsich mésicich se podilel na osvobozovani Ceskoslovenska.

Robert Sylten

Robert Sylten was born on 30 August 1902 in Orlova. He attended a technical university in Vienna before
working as a chemical engineer in Brno, where he lived with his wife and three children. As a Jew he fled
Nazi persecution to Poland in September 1939. He first stayed in Katowice, but because of the quick
arrival of German soldiers he was forced to move soon afterwards to the Soviet-occupied Lviv, which
at that time was jammed with refugees. Still unable to find work after several weeks, he decided to go
to Romania, where in the meantime his wife and children had moved to stay with his uncle. Sylten first
attempted to reach his family in a legal manner. However, his straitened circumstances led him to cross
the Sovie-Romanian border illegally in December 1939. He was detained by villagers in Popelniky, about
150 metres from the frontier, and handed over to border guards. He was first imprisoned in Kolomya be-
fore being moved to Stanislavov. In July 1940, he was sentenced to five years at the Sevzheldorlag labor
camp in Komi Republic, where prisoners had the task of building a railroad from Kotlas to Vorkuta. He
was released from at the start of 1944, joining the Czechoslovak unit at Yefremov in March. In the months
that followed he took part in the liberation of Czechoslovakia.





