AN INSEPARABLE FRIENDSHIP
Marshall Tito's visit to Czechoslova-
kia in March 1946

Jan Kalous

In March 19486, Josip Broz Tito, a living
symbol of the victory of “the Yugoslav
people” over fascism, was officially
welcomed in Prague, the capital of the
Czechoslovak Republic. His visit was
supposed to strengthen mutual po-
litical, economic and cultural ties
between the two countries. It was also
meant to intensify cooperation be-
tween their security services. Less
than a year after the defeat of Nazi
Germany, both countries expressed
an extraordinarily strong willingness
to cooperate with each other. In 1948,
however, these sympathies cooled
completely.

THE RIGHT TO ASYLUM

The emergence of political emigra-
tion in Czechoslovakia after 1948
Milan Bdrta

The communist triumph in Febru-
ary 1948 resulted in a wave of tens
of thousands of refugees fleeing
westwards from the Czechoslovak
Republic. On the other hand, thou-
sands of leftwing political émigrés
also found sanctuary in communist
Czechoslovakia. This paper focuses
primarily on the emergence and
initial development of so-called
political émigré groups in commu-
nist Czechoslovakia from 1948 to
the mid-1g50s.

THE NKGB'S UNSUCCESSFUL
MISSION

Planting the special agent

Emil Vitous-Vitovsky in the Protec-
torate of Bohemia and Moravia in

the years 1944-1945
Pavel Zdcek

As part of an extensive programme
implemented by the Soviet Union’s
People’s Commissariat for State Se-
curity (NKGB) to deploy their own
agents in occupied Europe during the
Second World War, Emil Vitous-
Vitovsky, a citizen of the Protectorate
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of Bohemia and Moravia, was re-
cruited into the service of the Soviet
secret police. Vitovsky purposefully
strived to get involved with the anti-
Nazi resistance. Thanks to his work
for German organisations, he man-
aged to get near the eastern front,
where he defected to the Soviets. He
was trained as a paratrooper and
saboteur, before being planted on the
territory of the former Czechoslova-
kia in September 1944. He succeeded
in getting to Prague, but this was
where his “subversive” activities
came to an end. He did not join the
resistance until the Prague Uprising
was underway, and the manner in
which he joined was beset with prob-
lems. Consequently, his mission was
unsuccessful.

THE AMNESTY OF 1960
Jaroslav Rokosky

Fifty one years ago, the largest am-
nesty for political prisoners was an-
nounced in communist Czechoslova-
kia. On 10-12 May 1960, 5601 political
prisoners (i. e. 64% of a total of 8708)
walked free from the gates of their
prisons. How extensive was this am-
nesty? Which prisoners did it con-
cern? How did the totalitarian regime
evaluate the amnesty? And what
were the experiences of political
prisoners once they returned
home?

THE YUGOSLAV OPERATION
State Security in the fight against
sagents of Titoism” in the years
1948-1955

Milan Bdrta

In June 1948, the divisions between
Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin and Josip
Broz Tito came to a head. In this dis-
pute, the communist leaders of Czecho-
slovakia stood firmly on the side of the
Soviet leadership. This study strives to
acquaint readers with the problems that
beset Czechoslovak-Yugoslav relations
after 1948. It focuses primarily on
interventions by Czechoslovak secu-
rity services against nationals from
the Federal People’s Republic of Yu-

goslavia, but also looks at actions
taken against Czechoslovak citizens
who had links with this Balkan coun-
try.

WE SERVE OUR NATION...

The career of Ctirad Masin, Josef
Masin and Milan Paumer in the US
Army

Jaroslav Cvanéara

Many books and academic studies,
as well as hundreds of newspaper
and magazine articles, have been
written about the Masin brothers.
However, apart from a few passing
references, nothing substantial has
ever been divulged about their career
in the armed forces of the United
States. Consequently, this mosaic of
facts gleaned from private corre-
spondence and personal interviews
has been compiled to meet this short-
coming. It is complemented by a
unique collection of photographs and
documents from the archive of Ctirad
and Josef Masin, the overwhelming
majority of which have not been pub-
lished until now.

THIRTY YEARS IN THE RANKS

OF THE FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION
The crossroads in the life of Pavel
Kniha¥, a commander of the Légion
d'honneur

Ladislav Kudrna

As a teenager, Pavel Knihat got in-
volved in the illegal publication of
anti-communist materials in Cze-
choslovakia. He was apprehended
and subsequently released. Faced
with the threat of further imprison-
ment, however, he went into exile
and joined the Foreign Legion. He
fought in its ranks for thirty years.
Among other things, this included
campaigns against communist ins-
urgents in Indochina and nationa-
lists in Algeria. He acquitted himself
well in battle. Knihat has been awar-
ded several decorations for his bra-
very, including the Légion d’honneur.
He has also most recently been awar-
ded the Vaclav Benda commemora-
tive medal.
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Skautské stoleti je projekt, ktery si klade za cil zmapovat historii c¢eského
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